

They're gun-ho! 

PORTSMOUTH field gunners, who recorded a triple triumph 
In this year’s Royal Tournament field gun competition, were 
later given a civic welcome in the Guildhall Square at 
Portsmouth — Story and more pictures in centre pages. 


supported by RFA Orangelcaf. covered the height 
mid-day temperatures soaring to more than 45 degrees C (113 F). 


midnight 


oadsword. Cardiff and Active, 
scorching summer months with 
and often above 35 degrees at 


ic ships on station in 
the Gulf of Oman and the 
Arabian Gulf, scores of transits 
of the Strait of Hormuz were 
involved For instance, the 
Active made 38 transits, accom- 
g nearly 3 6 million tons 


panying n 
of shippin 


quarter of a million club'' — 
vessels which have clocked up 
250.000 miles since entering 
service She passed the mile¬ 
stone on passage from 
Mombasa to the Gulf 
Since commissioning eight 
scars ago. the Cardiff has com¬ 
pleted two HOSTs. three 
COSTs. two deployments as 


West Indies guardship. three 
Armilla patrols and active ser¬ 
vice during the Falklands War 
In the past few months, on 
her fourth Armilla patrol, the 
has visited Djibouti. Mombasa. 
Doha and Karachi Known in 
the Gulf as the Red Dragon, 
she safely accompanied more 
than 4 5 million tons of 


— HMS Active passes the tanker Lanistes in 
the scorching heat of the Gulf, and 
(above) in much cooler weather, HMS 

- Bicester leads HMS Hurworth out of the 
Forth at the start of their 6.000-mile 
journey to the area. 


upping 

For the Active an early rec¬ 
reational Visit was to Karachi, to 
sample the wares of the bazaars 
and relax in hotel pools A 
small team spent three days 
visiting Peshawar near the 
North-West Frontier 
A mid patrol self 
maintenance period was spent 
by the Active in Mombasa, 
aflowmg leave Safans were well 
patronised, while shooting and 
. . - ■ — a 


rugby teams visited Nairobi 


Fife goes 
to Chile 


THE last of the Royal Navy s 
County-class destroyers in 
operational service. HMS f ife, 
was handed over to the Chilean 
Navy at a ceremony at Ports¬ 
mouth in August and has now 
become the Blanco Encalada 
Many Royal Navy. Ministry 
of Defence ‘and Chilean Navy 
personnel attended the cere’- 
mony at which the White 
Ensign was lowered and the 
Chilean flag raised The des¬ 
troyer becomes the fourth of 
her class to go to Chile 


The suddenness of the 
announcement against 
the background of Gulf 
tension, more mines and 
strong media interest, led 
inevitably to mixed 
emotions among the 
sailors and families as 
many men were recalled 
from leave, and prepara¬ 
tions for departure got 
into full swing 

Ships selected for the task 
were the 615-ton glass- 
rcinforccd plastic Hunt 
class, combining both hunt¬ 
ing and sweeping capabi¬ 
lities. with MCM support 
ship HMS Abdicl 

The four Hunts arc HM ships 
Bitcstct and Hurworth of the 
newly.formed Fourth Mine 
Counter-Measures squadron. 

•ltd MM ships Brecon and 

Hrocklesby of the First MCM 

More guns 

Each of the Hunts has a 
complement of ahoul 43. and 
the Abdicl 100, making a total 
of about 280 

In the intense preparation 
work lo get the vessels ready 
the resources of the Fleet En¬ 
gineering Centre and Rosyth 
Dockyard where all the ships 
arc based, were fully used 
Navy personnel were involved 
in a wide range of tasks includ 
ing testing equipment and 
storing ships for the long voy¬ 
age Army personnel also 
helped to More 

Two 20mm B MARC guns 
were installed lo augment each 
ship's 40mm armament The 
vessels were also given satellite 
communication equipment 
Senior officer of the task 
group, (dr Tim Hildeslcs. 
Commander MCM4. said ihcv 
were in excellent spirits — 
tinged with rcgrcl at being away 
from their families for quite 
Turn lo back pay 


What a scorcher 
for Armilla ships 


Hm Hem 
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NOW THE 
HUNTS 
FOR REAL 

THE LONG haul of the Hunts to the Middle hast was under way as Navy News went to 
press. Six days of round-the-clock preparation, hut a fairly subdued departure from Rosy th. 
followed the Government decision in mid-August to despatch a Royal Navy mine-hunting 
force to the Gulf. 
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HARD WORK REAPS REWARD 


VENTURING into the fourth division 
of the national league has been a 
resounding success for the RN 
water polo team, writes Alan Walker. 
Nine matches were won, two drawn 
and only three lost. 

This was a great tribute to Navy coach 
CPO Terry Holder (HMS Defiance) who 
has worked so hard to drill the team, and 
was rewarded with a creditable third 
place in the division. 

A week's proficiency course held at 
HMS Cochrane's Caledonia oool resulted 
in some hard training for all who 
attended, but reaped rich rewards in the 
form of a win over Northern Ireland in 
the prestigious Willie Mellors Memorial 
Tournament. The match against Scot¬ 
land was only just lost, and this was a 


Torpey strikes 
5m. gold for his 
new daughter 


THE INTER-Services Diving Champi 
event for LPT Ivan Torpey (HMS Jupi 
one. For on the same day Ivan won a 
board and became the proud father 
daughter, writes Alan Walker. 

Ivan had originally declared 
himself unavailable for the 
compctuion. know that hi- 

on that day But Mrs Torpey 
insisted that her husband took 
part, and he heard the happy 
news just before he was due to 
dive. 

His first series of dives 
brought him a creditable second 
in the 3m competition, and then 
he went on to give a brilliant 
performance to win the gold on 

The Royal Navy team as a 


icdal on tf 
bouncing 


IMPROVED TEAM 
BREAK RECORDS 


Uili Wally Cla: 
> mn a five-day 
K sltampionsht 
.lid hard with 
:c! ■ oducing ai 

. LWEM Slur 
HMS Birmingi;. 






ROYAL Navy swimmers put in 
the Inter-Services Swimming C 
only five points behind the st: 
writes Alan Walker. 

This was a huge improve- 5 


tremendous effort at 
tmpionships to finish 
-studded RAF team. 


Cham- d.ver Wri 
Bcssey (HMS Rookc) i 
her title w.'k distinct] 
ning the lm - .ent and 




Women 


mance against a very similar 
RAF team, and the quality 
of competition was proved 
by the setting of eight new 
inter-Serviee records and 
five new Navy Champion¬ 
ship bests. 

Although it was the Army's 


100m butterfly. Steve also won 
the 800m freestyle and with it 
the Polar Bear Trophy. 
AB(.MW) Mark Franklin (HMS 
Sobcrton) won the 100m back- 
stroke with a new Navy record 
which knocked 0.24 see. off the 
previous time. 

The Intcr-Scrviccs Long 
Distance Swimming Champion¬ 
ships held at Lake Bala were 
won by the RAF who captured 
the title with an aggregate tunc 


Second 

(Whitcl 


divmg 

vlMCEN 


rd" pf.i 




them to 
Women 
Despi •_ 


HMS C 


narvellous 
d Jefferso 


But it \i 
t HMS Ci 




ikeficid (HMS 
ich. had done a 
n training the 
resisted by PO 
HMS Heron) 
illy Adam 


A disttv ; oticiency 0 
being plat ned for Nir 
16-20 Aiv.o .- wishing ti 
should contact Second ( 
Pearce on MOD Main Bi 
ext: 3717 or 386. 
Lieut.-Cdr Alan Walk. 
Portsmoi 1 Naval B. ■ > 
24131 Ail divers 
beginner .mdard upw.:, 
welcome 


inderful 


swimmers, with Lieut.-Cdr. 
Pete Stephens (MOD AD(N)) 
coming 1.1 tenth. 

Pete Stephens was swimming 
in his 13th consecutive competi¬ 
tion. and went 011 to show his 
versatility by winning the 21- 
mile national Lake Windermere 
race in a brilliant time of 11 hr. 
ISmin. 27scc. 


my Seed 
id Cpl 
TCRM) 
The first 


m which LAEM 
t HMS Heron) 
a second off his 


second, and close behind him a! 
the finish was Mne. Dcy (HMS 
Manchester). 

MEA App. Jason Wordley 
(HMS Sultan) broke the eight- 
year old Navy record with a 
time O il faster for the 100m 
breaststroke. Another eight- 
year old record went down to 
AB Mark Franklin (HMS 
Sobcrton) who swum in the 4 < 
2 length individual medley, 
shaving 0 64 seconds off the old 


Berry's weighty pilchard 
is new British best 


ground, resulting in 
pointing third place 
Championships. Once . 
RAF took the trophv 
total weight of 2411b 


mined to work hard through the 
year for a better performance in 
Scotland 

Brilliant sunshine welcomed 
» Min 

Naval Air Command Sea 
Angling Championships All the 
anglers caught fish and 16 
species were caught in all. with 


HMS 


breaststroke with a 1 
Service record. His 
2 m1n 36.89sec. > 
O.lWsec outside the 


if 2241 
Woods 


LAEM 

Birmin, 


ic turn of 
the event. 


RNRMAA to host 
with a possible 
Arbroath, the tear 


ndiyidual 




The women were less success¬ 
ful. coming third in their com¬ 
petition, but some good per¬ 
formances were turned in with 
Wren Sara Gibbons (HMS Nep¬ 
tune) coming second in the 
KXlrn breaststroke, and Wren 
Hilary Wintcrburn (HMS Os¬ 
prey). second in the 100m 
butterfly. 

New records were also set at 
the RN Swimming Champion¬ 
ships. The Royal Marines had a 
triumphant competition, win¬ 
ning the men's event and the 
combined RM Plymouth 
Thames team taking the 


Glass Onion sails through 


Determined 


LIEUT. Richard Franklin (HMS Sultan) in his SAILING 
minl-tonner Glass Onion has stormed to 

success in the Quarter Ton class of the ^““““ 

1987 Solent Points Championship, beating Lieuts. Chris Gardner (HMS Dryad) and Jor 

some of the newest and fastest boats in the Glass (HMS Amazon), Sub -Lieut. Roge 

world. Guy (RNEC Manadon) and Re. Nigel Taylo 

Although Glass Onion is a couple of feet (HMS Dolphin), 
smaller and a few years older than the rest Lieut. Franklin hopes to be able to take 
of her class, she has consistently outsailed the boat to the Mini Ton World Champion- 

her high-tech rivals to win the Greenjackets ships in Denmark next year. A high 

Cup, the Royal London Yacht Club Chal- ambition for a little boat that was found st 

lenge Cup and the Royal Southern Chal- the end of last year lying in a field. Franklin 

lenge Cup. These wins, together with three bought her and she was extensively refitted 

second places, won her the points cham- in time for this season's racing, and it soon 

pionship by a large margin. became clear that she is capable of world 

Glass Onion s regular crew has Included class competition. 


In the 4x2 medley relay, the 
Royals knocked a remarkable 
2.6scc. off the seven-year old 
Navy record, and LAEM Steve 
Thomas (HMS Heron) broke 
his own Navy record for the 
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Brazen joins royal 
visit to Mauritius 


Economy drive 
nets £125 


THIS lightweight three-wheeler put students at the 
RN Engineering College, Manadon, among the prizes 
in the Shell-Motor Mileage Marathon at Silverstone. 


HMS BRAZEN, which has won the naval Wilkinson 
Sword of Peace for her historic visit to Malta a year ago, 
will this September visit the Indian Ocean island of 
Mauritius. 

Her call on Port Louis will coincide with a visit by the 
Duke and Duchess of York for Mauritius’s Festival de la Mer. 


Historic 
frigate 
gets a 
lift to 
restorer 


AS the iron-clad warship 
Warrior prepared to wel¬ 
come her first paying visi¬ 
tors, another historic vessel 
left Portsmouth for complete 
restoration. 

The teak-hulled frigate 
Foudroyant took a "piggy¬ 
back" ride to Hartlepool, where 
the Warrior was rebuilt. The 
Foudroyant, the second-oldest 
ship afloat, was launched 170 
years ago and for the last 50 of 
them has been moored in 
Portsmouth Harbour where she 
has been used as a youth train¬ 
ing vessel. 

Lifted clear of the water by a 
huge, submersible barge, the 
Foudroyant took six days to 
reach Hartlepool for her three- 
year, £2-milhon restoration. 

Minerva 

She shared her berth on the 
Dutch barge Goliath with the 
smaller Minerva, formerly a 
Royal Naval monitor of the 
First World War. 

The Minerva was bought 
from the Ministry of Defence by 
the Warrior Preservation Trust 
for £8,000. It is planned to 
restore the 72-year-old vessel to 
her original appearance, al¬ 
though her final resting place is 
as vet undecided. 

A few days before the War¬ 
rior was opened to the public on 
July 27, there was a tot issue for 
her “ship's company" — the 
first to be held on board her for 


Prince Andrew, who has 
served on board the Brazen, 
will officially open a British 
Maritime Exhibition, which will 
include photographs taken by 
members of the ship's company. 

Prominent feature of the 
exhibition will be the Royal 
Navy's 167-year links with the 
island which began when the 
British Fleet acted to secure the 
safe passage of shipping in the 
Indian Ocean. 

HMS Brazen left Devonport 
on July 29, cn route for Gulf 
deployment, after learning that 
she had been awarded the 
Navy's Wilkinson Sword of 
Peace for 1986. 

Symbolic 

The Type 22 frigate's five-day 
visit to Malta in August last 
year was the first by a British 
warship since 1979. More than 
32,000 people visited the 
Brazen, and the occasion was 
seen as the first tangible evi¬ 
dence of an improvement in 
Ango-Maltesc relations. 

In the award citation, Wilkin¬ 
son Sword state: 

"HMS Brazen's visit was an 
historic occasion for the island 
of Malta as well as an outstand¬ 
ing diplomatic success, des¬ 
cribed by Dr. Bonnici, the Mal¬ 
tese Prime Minister, as ‘a 
symbol of partnership between 
two equal partners in the Com¬ 
monwealth, not equal in size 
and importance, but equal in 

Friendliness 

"The enthusiasm and friend¬ 
liness shown to the Maltese by 
the ship's company demon¬ 
strated that a new relationship 
had been created between the 
two countries." 

Each year since 1966 a unit of 
each of the three Armed Ser¬ 
vices has received a specially 
crafted Wilkinson Sword in 
recognition of its outstanding 
efforts in fostering good rela¬ 
tions in the territories and areas 
in which it has been stationed. 

As the Brazen is on long 
deployment, no date has yet 
been fixed for presentation of 
her sword. 



Driven by Wren Julie 
Turley, the vehicle — 
powered by a 50 cc engine 
— won third place in the 
Motor Novice Class for first¬ 
time entrants. 

That brought in £75, while 
£50 more was won by the 
team for exceeding 350 
miles per gallon at the first 
attempt. 

50 teams 

In fact, their vehicle 
achieved 551 mpg. The 
marathon, which aims to 
encourage petrol economy 
and efficiency, was won for 
the second time in three 
years by Kings College, 
London, whose entry 
achieved 3,804 mpg. 

The Manadon design 

team, who were up against 

50 competitors from Britain 
and abroad, are (from left), 
Julian Philo, Robin Hughes, 
Graeme Little and Chris 
Ford. 


Survey trio 
in Britanny 
break 

SOARING temperatures and 
clear skies blessed a visit to 
the French resort of St Malo 
by four ships of the 
Hydrographic Flotilla. 

HM ships Beagle, Bulldog 
and Fox, accompanied by HM 
survey launch Gleaner were 
under the command of the 
Captain Hydrographic Sur¬ 
veying Flotilla, Capt. Geoff 
Hope, embarked in the 
Beagle. 

French cuisine was 
enjoyed by all — except by 
Capt Hope, who was under¬ 
taking a sponsored slim in 
aid of Plymouth's new 
lifeboat. 

A soccer match between a 
combined ship's team and 
the local fire brigade resulted 
in a 2-2 draw and was fol¬ 
lowed by a mayoral recep¬ 
tion. On their part, the ships 
played host to almost 2,000 
visitors — Including British 
holidaymakers. 

After the memorable visit 
the Bulldog, Fox and Gleaner 
returned to their surveying 
grounds, while the Beagle 
sailed north to Rosyth for 
basic operational sea 
training. 


Refit 'first' for Cygnet 


BIRD-class patrol vessel HMS 
Cygnet is back in service after an 
eight-month refit at Rosyth. 

Chief guest at the ship's 
rcdcdicalion was the Flag Officer 
Scotland and Northern Ireland, Vice- 
Admiral Sir George Vallings accom¬ 
panied by Lady Vallings. 

During the refit — the first to be 
completed under Babcock Thorn 
Ltd. — the ship's company took part 
in the Dunfermline half-marathon, 
raising £50 for the children's ward of 
the Joyce Green Hospital in the 
Cygnet's affiliated borough of 
Gravcsham. The ship's team also 
won HMS Cochrane's Swedish 
longbal! competition. 

Presentation 

Among the guests at the 
rcdedication ceremony on July 17 
was the Commodore Clyde, Com¬ 
modore Patrick Rowe; Commodore 
Mine Warfare, Commodore Barry 
Clarke; and Capt. Alun Ryle. Also 
present was Lieut.-Col. O'Brync of 
the Royal Irish Rangers — the ship's 
affiliated regiment; and the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Gravcsham, Cllr. 
and Mrs. L. Glanficld. 

After the ceremony, the outgoing 
marine engineer officer, CPO Colin 
Dccney, was presented with a tan¬ 
kard for his outstanding contribution 
to the efficiency of the ship. 



Mrs. Anne Ross and HMS Cygnet's youngest rating, AB(R) 
Graham Hanson, cut the ship's rededication cake. Mrs. Ross 
is the wife of the Cygnet's commanding officer, Lieut. Bruce 
Ross. Picture: HMS Neptune. 



End of record 
paper chase 


HANDS ON for the end of a "handrualic" era as HMS 
Dolphin became the first establishment to start transferring 
its manual personal and medical records to a computerised 
system ready for arrival of OASIS System 3 this month. 


The system will be intro¬ 
duced over the next four 
years. It will maintain an 
individual's records and make 
them available to Unit Per¬ 
sonnel Office staff and other 
interested parties, so dispens¬ 
ing with the need to maintain 
records on paper or index 

Most regular routine reports 
and paperwork dealing with 

movements, leave, service 


documentation and medical 
appointments will be produced 
automatically by computer. 

Our picture from HMS 
Dolphin shows RPO Hay¬ 
ward, WRENs Cole and 
Vanholland, and LMEAs 
Alexander, Burt, Lloyd, 
Smith, Yates and Whitehead 
who, with other personnel 
from the establishment, have 
completed 2,300 records — 
representing 11,500 sheets of 
paper! 


Rock trophy 
tribute to 
Kiwi Hunt 

SIX-MAN teams seeking to 
break Top of the Rock records 
at Gibraltar are now eligible for 
a new award — the Kiwi Hunt 
Trophy. 

The trophy has been pre¬ 
sented to HMS Rookc in 
memory of Sgt. Ian (Kiwi) Hunt 
of the Special Boat Service who 
was killed in the closing stages 
of the Falklands War. 

Kiwi had enjoyed a long 
association with Rookc, and 
had made many naval sporting 
friends. His specialist event was 
marathon running and he had 
competed in very many Top of 
the Rock races. 

His friends decided to present 
the award so that Kiwi would be 
remembered at Gibraltar. 

The trophy will be awarded to 
runners who break the Rock 
team record. The trophy depicts 
a swimmer / canoeist equipped 
for counter-terrorist operations, 
current holders being the SBS. 
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Going foreign: the right time and place 


THE S and S (including QA and ETS) and 
Medical Drafting Desks are often asked 
about drafts abroad. How do I get one? Is 
it the right place — right time? Or what? 

In short, a male rating has to be in the time 
frame for a shore draft (those without previous 
LFS having priority), while a WRNS rating will 
be selected from the top of her respective 
branch roster, the original position on this 
roster being determined by the 18th birthday or 
date of entry, if later. In every case, a 
recommendation as being a suitable candidate 
for LFS is required before a draft can be 
confirmed. 

The key to being considered in the first place 
is that you must be noted as a volunteer from 


the entry on C230 — your DPC. There is space 
to insert 2 LFS areas where you are keen to 
serve and whether you prefer LFS to take 
priority over UK preferences. 

If you state No or do not complete this box 
on the DPC, you will not be considered as a 
volunteer (that is, until you send in another 
DPC if you change your mind). 

You will be considered as a volunteer for any 
LFS by virtue of saying simply Yes and, even if 
you have asked for a particular area, because 
there are comparatively few opportunities, 
Drafty won't discount you for another which 
may be coming up. Extra comments can be 
added to the DPC or a C240 to expand on your 
aim for a specific draft. 


However, although a C240 is useful to nudge 
Drafty in your favour, it only remains on record 
for two years, whereas your DPC remains on 
file until you update it, so it’s important to get 
your DPC right. 

Position on the WRNS roster will not alter 
until a WRNS rating is drafted to LFS or 
changes her preference. A No or no entry on 
the DPC takes you off the roster: a Yes on a 
revised DPC, hopefully together with a C240, 
re-instates you with a current date. 

WRNS Writers have to have special mention 
to take account of the Falklands requirement. 
Because of this, they, in fact, have two rosters 
— one for the normal LFS areas, the other for 
service In the Falklands. 


All WRNS Writers are placed on the "Falk- 
lands” roster and are removed from it only 
after completing a tour in the South Atlantic. 

Volunteers, of course, are considered first — 
and those who do volunteer will not lose out 
elsewhere: some have managed two sides of 
the globe in the same year! 

If you want to get a better idea where the LFS 
jobs are for your Branch and rate, then a look 
at the Supplement to BR14 (Drafting Regula¬ 
tions) will give you the answer. And if you 
haven't worked the oracle yet, don't give up. It 
may be that advancement, adquals, timing, 
turbulence, etc., have baulked you. 

There are always lots of volunteers. The best 
advice can only be to make sure your DPC 
carries the right message. 



THE TEAM 


Contract catering: latest 


"Rounds? 
Nothing 
about 
them in 
my 

contract!" 


NOT surprisingly. Contract 
Catering continues to be a 
live topic for discussion 
among Cooks, Stewards and 
Caterers. 

Since 1983, when the first full 
catering contract was let for 
RNC Greenwich, the Admiralty 
Board's plans for transfer of 
certain tasks to contract have 
been taking shape: however, it 
was only last year that a small 
number of uniformed man¬ 
power reductions were realised 
— at BRNC Dartmouth and 
HMS Daedalus. 

Of greater impact will be the 
uniformed savings which will 
begin to occur from about the 
turn of the year, when HM 
ships Coltingwood, Royal 
Arthur, Cambridge and Mer¬ 
cury go to full contract. 

On the other hand, there will 
be no change to the numbers of 
uniformed staffs from the pro¬ 
gramme of support contracts 
which will be introduced to 


Certainly, in the immediate 
future, billets lost will allow 
much-needed manpower to be 
redeployed and will result in the 
easing of the gapping problem 
which is still much in evidence 
and a Catering presence will be 
maintained even in establish¬ 
ments where there is a full 
contract. So all should be 
assured there will be no short¬ 
age of worthwhile employment. 
“—to round off on future 
ments, it looks very 

- _ if the full contract for 

HMS St Vincent will be delayed 
a year or so, that is to financial 
year 1988-89, and plans for 
HMS Osprey have been revised: 
the existing complement of 
Steward ratings is now being 
retained. Contract staff will be 
employed to make up the 
shortfall in an increased re- 




other establishments in a similar 
timescale. 

So where will this leave 
Drafty? What will be the effect 
on jobs, preference and the sea 

For a start, it should not be 
forgotten that establishments 
going to contract have been 
drawn up to give the widest 
practicable geographical spread 
so that the effects arc not 
confined to one particular area. 
Also WRNS Cook recruiting 
ceased in 1984 and the numbers 
of WRNS Stewards arc reducing 
by half, while still maintaining 
advancement/promotion pros¬ 


pects for the girls remaining. 

Add to that a corresponding 
reduction in the overall re¬ 
quirement, and it will be seen 
that the equation is designed to 
give the best balance to all the d< 
personal factors. In effect, there 
will be fewer people chasing 
fewer jobs and no lack of 
opportunity when coming 
ashore from sea. 

It will not all be plain sailing, 
but Drafty, as always, will do 
his best to keep disruption to a 
minimum: DPCs will continue 
to get full attention and a major 
upset in preference achievement 
is not anticipated. 


/ardroom. 


LADY DOCS 
JOIN THE Q 


(0278) 455555 


THE previous medical contribution to Drafty's Corner 
forecast the advent of the female MA. Since then, the final 
detail has been decided and DCI(RN) 199 issued (sec Page 
14). The following facts also may interest those anxious to sec 
how the new Branch will be formed. 


TO CALL FROM GERMANY FOR THE 
FStlCE OF A LOCAL CALL RING 

0130 9806 


Therefore if any m 
:an show just cause 
impediment ..." 


Significantly, and contrary to 
popular belief, the "Lady Docs" 
will be QARRNS and not 
WRNS, and, to give them their 
own special identity, rate titles 
will be suffixed by "Q" — 
MA(Q), LMA(Q) and so on. 


Welcome 


Billets arc already written 
into Schemes of Complement, 
recruiting is well on the move 
and the first entry will join Part 
I training at HMS Raleigh this 
month to take up Part IV drafts 
in the autumn of next year. 

Drafty will follow up with a 
progress report in the New Year 
but, meantime, a big welcome 
to the new girls. 

Drafting visits: The Medical 
Drafting Team has been out and 
about in the past few months 
and many of you will have had 
the chance to beard the MDO, 
Lieut.-Cdr. Peter Wellings, and 


HERE’S WHY 


HERE’S HOW 


Natocars of Bridgwater have been supplying 
cars to servicemen, diplomats and attache^ 
personnel for over 20 years. 

We know your requirements, we know ^ 
the pitfalls, we have the answers and we ' 
have the cars! 


Send today for the biggest and best guide 
5j? v; \ to Tax Free and Tax Paid car buying - 

Bjr^ - ' > \ NATOPAK. It’s a step by step guide 
■Bfei'-^Xon the easy way to buy, including 
^Kjili^Natoloan - the unique loan scheme 
you'll find hard to beat - ANYWHERE. Just 
telephone or complete the coupon for a speedy 
reliable service. 


POWTR Mick Thompson 

Invaluable 


Drafty's hand, notwithstanding 
his trying to do the best for all. 

Manpower: Still dominated 
by shortages — but there are 
hopeful signs. MA entries and 
the introduction of the new 
QARNNS give encouragement 
for the future but it will, of 
course, be about a year before 
their presence can have an 

-, - — —.- Meanwhile, the national 

bachelor now has house and trend of fewer Enrolled Nurses 
family! 

And why not find out from 
your DO how many jobs arc 
available in preference areas: it 
is the mismatch between billets 
available and the number of 
current preferecs that can force 


These are invaluable sessions, 
but don't forget that they are no 
substitute for you getting your 
DPC right and up-to-date. It 
would help to avoid drafting a 
nurse on her wedding day or 
taking a request for "any ship" 


unexpected effect on EN(G) 
numbers and the home hospitals 
(taking all the gapping "pain") 
are continuing to use the agency 
nurse scheme to cover some of 
their shortfall. 


: CPOWTR Terry Ashdown (ext. 

end QARNNS: Ueut-Cdr. Peter 
;ext. 2570), POWTR Mick 
i (ext 2445) — relieved by 


WYLDSI 


jWATER. SOMERSET' 
0J7J)455555 Telex 46: 
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London: the 
pride of 
the capital 

ON JUNE 5 of this year, the tenth HMS London was commissioned. 
The latest of her class to join the fleet, she is the fourth of the 
"stretched" Batch 2, Type 22 frigates. 

She was ordered in February 
1982, and laid down in October of 
that year at Yarrows on the Clyde. 
The then Lord Mayor of London, 
Dame Mary Donaldson, launched 
her in October 1984, and attended 
her commissioning at Devonport 
with the present Lord and Lady 
Mayoress. 

Since the ship's acceptance she has 
been conducting trials of her varied 
weapon, engineering and sensor equip¬ 
ment. At an estimated cost of more than 
£130 million, she is a highly sophisticated 
vessel. Her predecessor, completed in 
1963, was a mere £14 million, compared 
with £2 million for the 1929 cruiser and 
only £1.1 million for the 1902 battleship. 

Today's ship is designed to detect and 
destroy submarines at long range, her 
passive and active sensors include hull- 
mounted and towed-array sonar, and she 
has the ability to fire torpedoes from 
triple tubes or to drop them from 
helicopters. 

Sophisticated radar and passive 
sensors also give the London consider¬ 
able anti-ship capability, and she is 


FACTS AND 
FIGURES 

Length: 148.3 m. Beam 14.7 m. 
Draught: 6.2 m. Displacement: 
4850 tons, full load. Maximum 
speed: In excess of 30 Knots. 
Range: 4,500 miles. Aircraft: 
Lynx Mk. 2 helicopters; can 
operate Sea King or EH101. 
Main engines: COGOG 
arrangement of two Rolls- 
Royce Olympus gas turbines, 
37540 shp; two Rolls-Royce 
Tyne gas turbines, 9,700 shp. 
Shafts: two. Complement: 253. 
Weapons: Exocet missiles; 
Seawolf anti-missile system; 
two Bofors guns; two triple 
torpedo tubes for ASW 
torpedoes; NATO Seagnat 
decoy launchers; 670 Jammer 
system. Sensors: navigational 
and surveillance radars; 
Seawolf tracking radar, elec¬ 
tronic surveillance. Active and 
towed array sonar. 



equipped with the Exocet surface to 
surface missile as well as the Sea Skua 
air to surface which is fired by the Lynx 
helicopter. GWS25 mod. 3 Seawolf anti¬ 
missile systems fire the ship excellent 
self-defence against all airborne targets. 

All these sensors and weapons are 
controlled and co-ordinated by a com¬ 
mand computer system, CACS, which 
can exchange information with friendly 
ships and aircraft by radio data links. 
Satellite systems are used for communi¬ 
cations and navigation. 

Following in the wake of previous 


links with the City of London, and made 
her first visit to the capital shortly after 
commisioning, (see story on page 31). 

Other affiliations include the honour¬ 
able Company of Mercers, RAF Nimrod 
236 Operational Conversion Unit, and 
the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. 

The London has been undertaking her 
exhaustive trials in the warmth of the 
Mediterranean as well as in home 
waters. She has visited Gibraltar, Corfu 
and Crete in the process of testing her 
equipment. Trials are due to be com¬ 
pleted by the end of the year. 




LINKED 
BY THE 
YEARS 

ON MARCH 7, 1665, while 
off the Cape of Good Hope, 
the first HMS London to 
have been built as a warship 
blew up with the loss of all 
but 19 of the 351 men 
aboard. 

It was a terrible loss, and one 
that prompted the Lord Mayor 
of London to offer to replace 
the ship at the City's expense, 
and thus forge a link with ships 
of that name that lasted through 
centuries. 

The new ship was launched as 
the Loyal London, but partly 
destroyed by fire and rebuilt in 
1670. On completion her name 
was changed to London and she 
fought in the third Dutch War 
and took part in the victory of 
Barflcur in 1689 which effec¬ 
tively ended the French chal¬ 
lenge at sea. 

Various ships of the name 
followed, the fifth being a 
90-gun Second Rate launched at 
Chatham in May 1766. She 
served on the North American 
Station during the American 
War of Independence, and in 
1781 was Rear-Admiral Thomas 
Graves' flagship in the two 
actions off the Chesapeake. 

In 1797 the London's ship's 
company played a leading part 
in the mutiny at Spithead and 
later was Admiral Hyde 
Parker's flagship in the expedi¬ 
tion to the Baltic. She was 
finally broken up at Chatham in 
1811. 

Among the last pure sailing 
ships of her line to be com¬ 
pleted, the sixth HMS London 
joined the Mediterranean Fleet 
at the outbreak of the Crimean 



The eighth HMS London enters Malta In 1949, during her service 
with the Mediterranean Fleet. 


War. She took part in the naval 
bombardment of Sebastopol on 
October 17 1854, and was pro¬ 
pelled in and out of the action 
by the paddle steamer HMS 
Niger, secured to her disen¬ 
gaged side. 

She was modernised with 
steam machinery and a screw 
propeller in 1859 and, after a 
spell in the Mediterranean, 
spent the last phase of her 
career as a harbour depot ship 
in Zanzibar, helping to suppress 
the East African slave trade. 


Dardanelles 

Ships of the name took part 
in both World Wars. The 
seventh, a 15,000 ton battleship 
launched in 1899, was sent to 
the Dardanelles in 1915 to sup¬ 
port the Gallipoli invasion. She 
covered the Anzacs landing 
near Gaba Tepe before with¬ 
drawing to Italy. 

The Second World War Lon¬ 
don was a 9,850 ton cruiser of 
the County-class built at Ports¬ 
mouth and launched in 1927. 
She underwent a major recon¬ 
struction in 1939, during which 
thicker armour was added and 
much improved anti-aircraft 
armament installed. 

She served in the Home and 
Eastern Fleets during the war 
but, in 1949 while on Far East 


duty, she was extensively 
damaged by Communist artil¬ 
lery fire while attempting to 
rescue HMS Amethyst in the 
Yangtsc River. 

The most recent HMS Lon¬ 
don was a 5.440 ton County- 
class guided-missile destroyer 
laid down at Swan Hunter's 
Tyneside Yard in 1960. She 
served throughout the world 
participating in major exercises 
and commemorative reviews. In 
March 1979 she was the last 
British Naval Unit to leave 
Malta, embarking the Com¬ 
mander, British Forces Malta 
and his staff to complete the 
withdrawal. She was finally sold 
to Pakistan in 1982. 

BATTLE HONOURS 

Kentish Knock 1652, Gabbard 
1653, Scheveningen 1653, 
Lowestoft 1665. Soleby 1672, 
Schoonelt 1673, Texel 1673, 
Barfleur 1692. Chesapeake 
1781, Groix Island 1795, 
Copenhagen 1801. Marengo 
1806, Crimea 1894-5. 
Dardanelles 1915, Atlantic 
1941, Arctic 1941-3. 


POSTCARDS 
LIST ON 
PAGE 34 
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(From Vice-Admiral Sir Derek Re ft el I, 
Controller of the Nary) 


However. 1 
the 104th Mil 


is present with 
weeping Squad- 


at Thcy 

-eeping 


formed the main 
force on D-Day. 

Although affli 
years of soot. I 
Black Feet am di: 


pr possibly resurrected. 
;h I have no evidence of 


'eltic-engined 
r difficulties 
exhaust which 
the upper deck 


CMS had i 
through oil i 

and caused 


been remembered in naming 
new ships in this category. — G. 
J. Springett (ex-CPO TC), 
Portsmouth. 

• Many other letters have been 
received about the "sooty foot" 
emblem and its adoption in the 
late 1950s. 

Two correspondents. Cdr. 
Bruce Nicolls (Portsmouth) and 
Cdr. I. G Riley (Royal Hospital 
School. Ipswich), mention that 


One of the sooty-foots, HMS Dulverton of the re-formed Fourth MCM Squadron, enters 
Portsmouth. Picture: Mika Lennon 

after the adoption of the badge. white stripes on a maroon field. eluded J. A. P. Coats (ex-Staff 

links were forged with the Ex-M(E)1 Bill Slater (Wirral) TAS Officer), writing from 

Canadian Blackfoot Indians. claims that the emblem origi- Tarbert. Argyll; Darby Allen (ex- 

Another sequel, says Cdr. nated in HMS Maxton, commis- HMS Maryton). of Wouldham, 

Nicolls. was that a tie was sioned in 1958 at HMS Kent; and Tony Bird (ex- 

produced — an attractive de- Diligence. POM(E), RNR). of Kingsclere. 

sign with black feet on diagonal Other correspondents in- Berks. 


This problem 


were de- 

U i r 958. 
were hired 


footprints. 

One morning the Squadron 
awoke to find a device painted 
on the Wilkieston's funnel con¬ 
sisting of an upended red Delta 
containing a black footprint on 
a white background. 

After some initial hesitation 
the squadron commander, now 
Vice-Admiral Sir Roderick 
Macdonald, accepted the device 
and introduced it as the squad- 

It did plenty for morale, and I 
am delighted to hear of its 
reintroduction. — Derek Reffell, 
London. 


THE ORIGINAL.Fourth Mine¬ 
sweeping‘Flotilla was composed 
of First World War', sloop fleet 
minesweepers, meant for 
disposal but kept in reserve in 
various dockyards abroad and in 
the UK. 

These "smoky jikts" as they 
were called swept the channels 
from the Thames Estuary as far 
north as the Faroes, convoying 
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Navy Hews 


Glorious 
‘shroud of 


silence ’ 


I WOULD like to endorse 
everything that Capt. 
Nicholas Barker (HMS 
Sheffield) said in his letter 
(July) about, the captains 
and crews of HMS Ardent 
and HMS Acasta. They 
did deserve to be 
recognised. 

The whole action has been 
shrouded in silence from the 

My interest in the affair was 
that I was a young stoker in 
HMS Glorious, but was in 
hospital ashore on June 8, 
1940. Some of the finest 
people I have ever known 
were lost in the ship. — 
Harry Hoose, Runcorn 
Cheshire. 


Heroism of 


Nick Carter 


RECENT correspondence con¬ 
cerning the inadequate recog¬ 
nition of heroism shown dur¬ 
ing the action in which the 
Ardent and Acasta defended 
HMS Glorious on June 8, 
1940, made no mention of the 
sole survivor of the Acasta, 
Leading Seaman Nick Carter. 

He endured three days on a raft 
before being picked up, and 
subsequently suffered much 
humiliation when his account 
of the actual chain of events 
was disbelieved. 

He was not vindicated until 
March 1947 when, in the 
House of Commons, it was 
admitted that previous official 
accounts of the battle had 
been inaccurate. 

Nick Carter's story is well told 
in his book "The Man Who 
Hit the Scharnhorst" written 
jointly with John Austin and 
published by Seeley Service in 
1973. Sir Winston Churchill 
devoted a page to LS Carter's 
personal account of the action 
in volume one of "The 
Second World War" — "The 
Gathering Storm" — E. H. 
Brown, Swindon. 


Paperwork and 
discipline 


REGARDING correspondence 
on "scruffy sailors" and the 
letter from WOMAA J. M. 
Cole. (August), could I say that 
in this technical age on board 
ship. With reduced manning and 
all the sea time involved, it is 
enough for technical senior 
ratek to keep the ships running 
without the extra time spent 
trooping someone. The engines, 
radars, air conditioners etc. 
don't stop for defaulters. 

If there was a system whereby 
a senior rate could make one 
written statement when picking 
up a junior rate for long hair or 
scruffy dress, then fair enough. 
But when it is OOD, Comman¬ 
der's and Captain's it is all time 
away from the job. 

We arc also involved with on- 
job training of these junior 
rates. And really, at the end of 
the day, the same junior rates 
that walk past the Tiffs and 
Mechs. arc walking past the 
Reggies. — R. Thompson. 
CMEA(L). HMS Bristol. 


Smoky joes 


of outdated tradition 


AT THE risk of upsetting 
traditional Navy diehards 
(past and present), are there 
likely to be any moves in the 
foreseeable future to abolish 
the standard square rig and 


Daphne Invicta basking on deck. 


SEAL SERVICE 


AS YOU and your readers will know, the Navy has always 
been keen to recruit girl seals, and so you must have been 
surprised to learn, via T. Caffey's letter in the May issue, that 
HMS Kent actually rejected such an applicant in 1943. 


However, that was not the 
case, and the facts aTe as 
follows: 

A cutter's crew exercising in 
Hvalfiord saw her swimming 
around, obviously looking for a 
recruiting office, so they 
brought her back on board 
where she was made a fuss of 
and shown around the ship. 

She was put back in the sea to 
decide if she really wanted to 
join. There was no question of 


tually died from causes the 
surgeon commander was unable 
to establish, but was in all 
probability due to eating tinned 
herrings in tbmato sauce when 
we ran out of fresh fish at sea. 
— W. E. Armstrong, Old 
Basing, Hants. 


An earlier 
balloon epic 


bring the junior rates' uni¬ 
form into the 20th Century? 


Silk: Whichever legend is to be 
believed — whether it be a 
sweat band for powder mon¬ 
keys or a mourning band for 
Nelson —- surely it can now 
be laid to rest.after 180 years. 
Lanyard: In the time of Exocct 
and Seawolf, the necessity to 
be equipped with a length of 
rope to ignite or fire a cannon 
is, to say the least, a litfle 
obsolete. 

Trousers: The.only people who 
can possibly imagine flared 
trousers to be smart probably 
remember Mungo Jerry or 
the Bay City Rollers (who?). 
All in all, the entire uniform 
is a mishmash of outdated naval 
tradition. Why not kit the entire 
Navy in more or less the same 
standard uniform style as do the 
Army and Royal Air Force? 

Service personnel should feel 
proud to walk the streets 
dressed in sensible functional 
uniform — D. F. Smith 
LMEM(M). HMS Sultan. 


Specialists to HM Allied and NATO Forces and th«ir families 
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Blackfoot device 
boosted morale 


NO DOUBT you will r 


of the Blackfoot funnel device for minesweepers 


e masses of letters on the origins 
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Uniform 'a mishmash 
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Visits plea by 
RNA man 

WHILE attending my 
Royal Naval Association 
Club I read the notice 
regarding RN vessels 
visiting the port of 
Liverpool. 

Over the last two years 
the ships have not 
altered much, being the 
same destroyers or frig¬ 
ates (Manchester, Liver¬ 
pool and Battleaxe). 

Is It possible for some 
of the others to be in¬ 
cluded In the visiting 
list? — A. Mercer, Run¬ 
corn Branch RNA. 


St Vincent 
connection 

IT WAS with great interest that 
I read the letter from R. G. 
Dodson (July) because 1 too 
served at the old training estab¬ 
lishment H.MS St Vincent at 
Gosport. 

A few days later, answering 
the telephone, I was rewarded 
with a call from another old St 
Vincent, Ron Gould, who had 
read my item in the paper about 
the RM PT1 Reunion Club, and 
who had served with me 34 
years ago. It was a most 


What about 
St George? 

WITH ALL due respect to 
HMS Ganges and HMS St Vin¬ 
cent and other pre-war boys' 
training establishments, little is 
said about St George, Isle of 
Man, which was the amalgama¬ 
tion of all the pre-war 
establishments. 

At St George boys were 
trained from 1939 to the end of 
the war. — S. Hill (cx-D 56 
class), Kidderminster, Worcs. 


Bring back 
semaphore! 

WE ARE at present on an eight-month Standing Naval Force Atlantic (SNFL) 
deployment, in the course of which great emphasis is placed on visual signalling of 
which semaphore plays a major part. 

During our recent stand-off period in Norfolk, Virginia, 
we used our spare time to teach ourselves semaphore, thus HAD IT not been for the 
broadening our knowledge of visual signalling and enabling Merchant Navy there 
ourselves to be able to communicate with our NATO friends would have been no vlc- 
using semaphore. This has proved to be both useful and Wefrid War o^ the 

enjoyable. Second. 

We feel that we have proved ledge would be required, the On Remembrance 

once again that semaphore is remainder of training being Sunday, at the Cenotaph 


We feel that we have proved 
once again that semaphore is 
the fastest means of silent com¬ 
munication between closely- 
stationed units, for example 


If it were possible for us to 
teach ourselves in a short space 
of time, we feel that semaphore 
should be re-introduced as part 
of the RO(T) part III training 
syllabus. Only a basic know- 


phore back in the Fleet, and get 
a few more Bunts on the signal 
deck with "flags in hand", and 
bring back an aspect of our 
work that we should never have 
lost. — D. Mynett, (RO(T)), S. 
Matthews (LRO(T)), I. 
Durrani, (RO(T)), HMS 


HAD IT not been for the 
Merchant Navy there 
would have been no vic¬ 
tory in either the First 
World War or the 
Second. 

On Remembrance 
Sunday, at the Cenotaph 
In Whitehall, the Mer¬ 
chant Navy wreath 
should be laid simul¬ 
taneously with those of 
the Armed Forces, and 
not placed afterwards 
around the corner of the 
Cenotaph. — George 
Hortop. Barry, South 
Glamorgan. 


LINK WITH TITANIC 


My father's brother, Charles 
Joughin. was the chief baker on 
board, and in the book he was 
the man who was described as 
walking off the ship and "never 
even got his head wet." 


during 1941 when my ship, the 
Resolution, was in the USA for 
repairs after being torpedoed at 
Dakar. He was a native of 
Liverpool, and lived in 
Paterson, New Jersey. He died 
aged 78 after being there about 
35 years. 

When the book was serialised 
in a Sunday newspaper some 
years ago, I wrote to Walter 
Lord, author of the book, and 
received a very nice letter from 


him from New York, telling me 
how he had visited my uncle in 
Paterson, and got his version of 
the story. 

In 1948 I visited Paterson 
again after 42 years, and stayed 
with my uncle's people. They 
kindly gave me a copy of the 
book autographed by Walter 
Lord which he had sent to my 
uncle. — T. A. Joughin, 
Ipswich, Suffolk. 


Trapped in Gib? 
Spare a thought 
for Tamarites! 

WHILE having every sympathy for those personnel serving in 
Gibraltar (July feature) who would like more help with going 
home on leave to see their families, I feel they should be 
made aware of their counterparts here in Hong Kong. They 


may then perhaps not feel si 

We have here a Leave 
Scheme as described in the 
reply to their letter: approxi¬ 
mately £158 at today's Forces 
Fixed Rate, which is based on 
the cost of a return flight to 
Manila and would only pay for a 
one-way Forces stand-by flight 
to the UK. 

A few simple calculations 
show that if single personnel in 
Gibraltar cannot afford three 
flights home per year, we in 
Hong Kong cannot afford even 


Local Overseas Allowance, and 
are virtually tied to Hong Kong. 
A trip across our border would 
require security clearance six 
weeks in advance and consider¬ 
able planning — not so the 
Rookites. 

While every department con¬ 
cerned has been made well 
aware of the various grievances 
held by single personnel serving 
in Hong Kong, it would seem 
that there are more important 
problems to be dealt with, and 
again we are placed "on the 
back burner." 


i hard done by. 

parents can afford £1.000 for air 
fares plus hotel accommodation, 
it is 18 months away from any 
kind of family environment. 

Yes, I sympathise with the 
personnel serving in HMS 
Rooke. and yes we can always 
refuse our "foreigns” if we 
don't like the conditions. 

It brought a wry smile to the 
bronzed faces of the Tamarites 
to read of the Rookites' talc of 
woe, but then we all had 
another Carlsberg, lay back, 
and dreamed of a £75 return 
flight home! — Dawn Pattinson- 
Young, LWRENWTR(G). 
HMS Tamar. 


Navy’s role 
at Kalamata 

IN THE July issue I read the 
letter from Edwin Horlington 
regarding the evacuation from 
Kalamata, Greece, in 1941. 

I must agree with him that the 
Navy did a grand job in evacuat¬ 
ing the troops, even though no 

The Navy never got the true 
credit for its work. — J. T. 
Robson, (ex-Royal Signals and 
ex-POW), Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 


Warrior and 
Red Ensign 

WITH reference to Lieut.-Cdr. L. E. May’s letter (July) 
concerning the Warrior, he may not be aware that the 
intention is to restore the ship as near as possible to her 
condition during her first commission, 1861-64. 


She must therefore wear the 
Red Ensign and a red commis¬ 
sioning pennant, as that was the 
colour of the squadron to which 
she was attached during that 

Squadron colours were not 
discontinued until 1864, with an 
order “prescribing the discon¬ 
tinuance of the division of Flag 
officers into Red, White, and 
Blue Squadrons . . . with the 
White Ensign henceforth estab¬ 
lished as the colours of the 
Royal Naval Service." 

The Red Ensign continued as 


ARK IN TOWN: 
KHEDIVE WAS 


THERE FIRST! 


I READ in the July issue that the visit to London of HMS 
Ark Royal was the first to be made by an aircraft carrier. 


HMS Khedive, and came up the 
Thames to dock at Greenwich 
to be fitted out ready for service 
in the Far East. That was in 
October-Novembcr 1943. 

I was an aircraft handler, a 
leading hand in the port watch. 
— Ted Bedford, Minchead, 
Somerset. 

Lieut. R Hughes RNVR (retd), 
of Whitchurch. Shropshire, 
writes to say that the "Wool- 
worth" escort carrier HMS 


WHEN INS Viraat (ex- 
HMS Hermes) came along¬ 
side at Portland, the arrival 
caused controversy, the 
question being “has there 
ever been an aircraft carrier 
alongside before?" 

We know that all three Invin¬ 
cible class have, when on work- 

*Some proof, such as a photo¬ 
graph, would put paid to a lot of 
friendly arguments. — R. 
Warley, Portland. 



the national colours for all 
British civilian ships. — Leslie 
M. Dury, Portsmouth. 

• A similar letter has been 
received from Ueut.-Cdr. J. E. 
Sargent RNR (retd), of Orping¬ 
ton, Kent. 


Sister ship 


Impregnable. 

I joined the Imprcg. training 
ship at Dcvonport in 1910 as an 
cx-Arcthusa boy, and attached 
to her by a brow was a sister 
ship of the Warrior. To us her 
name was Inconstant, but I 
think that originally the name 


WHILE no proof about previous carrier visits, Falklands war flagship as she sailed for India 
this picture certainly shows that the ex-HMS as INS Viraat. 

Hermes was at Portland this summer. As she left port, her 800-strong Indian ship's 

company stood to attention, doffed their caps 
Later hundreds of people lined Plymouth and cheered as the ship displayed a huge sign 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts 
Hooded Tops, Ties 
Embroidered 

Sweaters and j 

Sew-on Badges vlfe 
Pennants, Singlets jvjjf 
Hats, Scarves * ^ 
Sports Bags and Holdalls 

For brochure and price fat conta 


Hoe to bid an emotional farewell to the 1982 


aying, "Thank you Plymouth." 








YOU’RE SERVING 
YOUR COUNTRY. 

MAKE SURE YOU 
HAVEASAY 
IN RUNNING IT. 

You can have your say by using your vote, 
but your name must be on the electoral register. 

As a member of HM Forces, you only need to register once 
as a service voter, and your vote is assured for the rest of your service 
career, wherever you’re posted. 

Registration forms are available from your unit or ship. 

When you complete the form you will be asked to 
give a qualifying address. Send the form to the electoral registration officer 
for the district in which the address is situated. You will then 
be able to vote at all parliamentary, European Parliamentary and 
local government elections. 

Wives and husbands of members of HM Forces can, if they prefer, 
register as civilian voters while living in the UK. But if they move overseas 
they have to register as service voters. 


Don’t lose your right to vote 






Helicopter 
hat-trick 
for Brave 


TYPE 22 frigate HMS Brave took on the appearance of 
a mini aircraft carrier when she briefly embarked no 
fewer than three helicopters — two Lynx and a Sea 

One of the Lynx was the 
Brave's own aircraft, while 
the other was that of HMS 
Beaver. The Beaver's heli¬ 
copter was embarked with 
the aviation officer to the 
Captain of the First Frigate 
Squadron. 

Both Lynx were housed in the 
Brave's hangar while a Sea King 
of 819 Naval Air Squadron 
made the type s first operational 
deck landing on the ship Pilot 
was Lieut. Robin Johnston 

Waveney 


All-Wren 
staff at 
Comms 
centre 


communications relay centre 
staffed entirely by WRNS 
personnel has been opened 
at HMS Warrior, 
Northwood. by the Director 
WRNS. Commandant 
Kelsey Fletcher. 

Committed to NATO, the 
centre is in the uitdeground 
operational complex at the 
heart of the HO, Commander- 
iii.Chief Channel and Eastern 
Atlantic, Admiral Sir Julian 
Oswald. 


On another occasion, the 
commanding officer of the 
Brave, Capt. Fabian Malbon, 
used the ship s Lynx to make .1 
flying visit to the frigate's affili¬ 
ated district of Waveney. 

He presented a £1,000 cheque 
to the Chief Executive of 
Waveney District Council, Mr. 
Malcolm Berridge, who 
received it on behalf of 
Lowestoft Lifeboat Appeal. 

The money was raised by the 
ship's company over 12 months. 
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I— Cheque-out by Eric and Terry 



Anglesey visits 
island 'home' 

ONE OF the star guests at Holyhead Festival, Anglesey, wa- 
the ship which bears the name* of the Welsh island. 


THERE was p enty to 
smi e about whe.11 these 
HMS Osprey wives 
joined comeaians Eric 
Sykes and Terry Scott 
for the presentation of a 
Cl 360 cheque to Dorset 
Childline Appea 
On behalf of the Osprey 
Naval Wives C ub, Eric 
handed the giant cheque to 
the chairman of the appeal 
committee, Marion Hall. It 
was the proceeds of a fete 
organised by Mrs. Daphne 
Craig and the club in the 
garden of Portland Castle in 


aid 01 the BBC TV Child ne 
Appeal. 

As a thank-you to Eric for 
his support, the captain of 
Osprey. Capt. Chr stopher 
Craig, invited him and Terry 

— both of whom were 
appearing at Bournemouth 

— to tour the RN air station 
at Portland and visit HMS 
Amazon. 

They “flew" in a Lynx 
simulator, witnessed air¬ 
crew survival drills and 
visited 815 Nava! Air Squad¬ 
ron and the Boscawen 
Sports Centre. 

Pidure HMS Osprey 


HMS Anglesey spent four 
days at her "home" port to take 
part in festival activities. A sea 
day was held for 50 local guests 
and 15 officers and airmen from 
RAF Valley, and on the day the 
ship was open to the public 400 
were welcomed on board. 


In all. the sailors helped to 
raise £1 ID for charity — through 
buying £f>5 worth of raffle 
tickets for the Sea Cadet unit 
TS Prince of Wales, and by 
undertaking a sponsored ear 
wash which raised £45 for the 


The operating team comprises 
23 senior and junior rates led by 
WO(RS) Kate Dawson. The 
centre is capable of handling 
about 25,000 signal messages at 
any one moment and then relay¬ 
ing them to other NATO 


Training 
ships off 
to Med. 

HM SHIPS Bristol. Euryalus 
and Rothesay, which comprise 
the new Dartmouth Training 
Squadron, were deploying to 
the Mediterranean in Septem¬ 
ber with their contingents of 
officers and apprentices under 
training. 

The duties of Captain DTS 
passed from Capt. Bill Davis 
11 IMS Fife) to Capt Alan West 
(HMS Bristol) in a Portsmouth 
ceremony which took place 
almost 15 years to the day since 
the last official DTS was 
disbanded. 

Present executive officer of 
the Bristol. Cdr. Roy Harding, 
has a special link with the past 
squadron — he was the training 
officer in HMS Tenby, one of 
the former members. 

Simulator 

expansion 

COOK Building at HMS Dryad 
now houses the largest real-time 
computer complex outside the 
USA following the formal 


The trainer, handed over to 
Capt. Jake Backus, Captain of 
the School of Maritime Opera¬ 
tions, by Ferranti Computer 
Systems Ltd. will be known as 
the Beaver Model, after the 
ship of that name. 

To establish the connection 
Capt. Geoffrey Eades. com¬ 
manding officer of HMS Beaver 
and Captain First Frigate 
Squadron, was on hand to 


v model takes its place 
: six other Operations 


Rosyth motor homes 
take to the road 


TWO new motor homes are 
now available for hire to 
sailors in the Rosyth area. 


Capt. Alun Ryle from Admiral 
Sir Peter Stanford who was at 
the time Commandcr-in-Chief 
Naval Home Command 
Total cost was £29,0011. Coch¬ 
rane's Welfare Fund donating 



Key event at Rosyth: Capt. Alun Ryles receives the keys of two 
motor homes from Admiral Sir Peter Stanford. 

Picture FOSNI Photograpfuc Section 


£10,000 and the Sailors' Fund 
providing the rest. 

Sea-going personnel will have 
priority in the case of one of the 
vehicles, both of which were 
well Invoked for the summer. 
They are regarded as a valuable 
addition to the wide range of 
recreational facilities available 
to personnel and their families 
in that part of Scotland. 

For Admiral' Stanford, the 
keys ceremony was one of his 
last functions before completing 

Ci'nCNAVHOME^ see' alto 


To mark his departure from 
his Portsmouth headquarters 
theie was a fly-past of aircraft 
piloted by members of the RNR 
Air Branch. 

Admiral Stanford leaves the 
Navy after a 44-year career, and 
appointments which have in¬ 
cluded command of HM ships 
Grafton. Brighton and 
Hermione. Later he became 
Flag Officer Second Flotilla and 
Assistant Chief of Naval Staff 
(Operational Requirements). 

Admiral Stanford has been 
succeeded as C1NCNAVHOME 
by Admiral Sir John 
Woodward. 


-Shetland stars in gala- 


MORE than 1,500 visitors were wel¬ 
comed on board the fishery protection 
vessel HMS Shetland when she proved a 
major attraction at Grimsby's annual 
open day (or the National Mission to 
Deep-Sea Fishermen. 

Among the callers were the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Great Grimsby and Grimsby- 
born actress Patricia Hodge, who formally 
opened the wind-swept gala. 

During the week-end the ship's company 
were treated to a social evening at the 
headquarters of Old Clee Branch of the Royal 
Naval Association. 


While in Grimsby, the Shetland celebrated 
the tenth anniversary of her commissioning. 

A dinner party on board was attended by 
almost all the ship's previous commanding 
officers, as well as the Commander of the 
Fishery Protection Squadron, Cdr. Philip 
Unwin. 

The former commanding officers who 
joined the present incumbent (Lieut.-Cdr. 
Mike Nixon) were Capt. Paddy McKnight 
(1977-78), Cdr. Mac Ayres (1978-79), 
Lieut.-Cdr. Tim Yates-Johnson (1981-83) Cdr 
Harry Scott (1983-84) and Lieut.-Cdr. Malcolm 
Fuller (1984-86). J 


Earlier, groups from the local 
police and two schools were 
given conducted tours, while a 
special welcome awaited ambu¬ 
lanceman Mr. Elwyn Rogers 
who went on board to display a 
60-melie model of the ship 
which had taken him 100 hours 
to make. 

Hospitality extended to the 
ship's company included a 
reception at the local Royal 
Naval Association premises and 
hosted by the Mayor of Holv- 
head, Cllr. B. McCormack. 


local Muscular Dystrophy 

Onslaught 

jubilee 

PAST and present crew mem¬ 
bers of HM submarine On¬ 
slaught are invited to the boat's 
25lh birthday celebration to be 
held in the Senior Rates' Mess. 
HMS Dolphin on October 17 
Con tact CTO McKenzie, 
CTU/SAAU. HMS Dolphin. 



SHIPS GOBLET SET 

(Six goblets with decanter) 

Finely engraved on full lead crystal A gift of distinction and value 

PRICE El39.65 By post + E4.95 p. & p. + Ins. (UK) 
FREE LEAD CRYSTAL DIMMER BELL WITH EACH FULL SET 

For separate items: 

Decanter. £49.95 each Goblets . El4.95 each 

For pip. + Ins. add £2.95 (UK) Despatch within 21 days 
* * ★ also available ★ ★ * 

Captain s Decanter Set £59.95 + £4.95 p. & p. + ins. (UK) 
Includes Captain's Decanter plus 24 glasses 
6 Sherry glasses 6 W ne goblets 6 Champagne g asses 6 Whsky / g n glasses 

FREE LEAD CRYSTAL DINNER BELL WITH EACH FULL SET 
Just send cheque with order or 511 in your card number below 
Send stamp tor tree brochure or come and visit our showroom 

HAMPTON CRYSTAL COMPANY (Dept N) 

73 Station Road, Hampton, Middx. TW12 2BJ 01-979 0985 6 

Name (Block Capitals)...... 

ADDRESS____ , __ 

Access Am Express Diners Club ' Visa. 
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Go-ahead 
for new 
Trident 
complex 


ANOTHER major step towards introduction of Trident 


into Royal Navy service wa 
a £120-million contract fo 
Clyde base, from where 
operate. 

The latest contract pack¬ 
age. awarded to the Trafal¬ 
gar House Group company 
Cementation, will provide a 
covered ship-lift for raising 
the new Vanguard-class 
submarines out of the water 

—Trials for— 
reactor 

PROTOTYPE of the 
second generation 
pressurised water reactor 
for the Vanguard-class 
submsrines began power 
trials on July 27. Follow¬ 
ing completion of the 
trials, at Vulcan Nuclear 
Test Establishment at 
Dounreay, the Rolls-Royce 
plant Is expected to 
become operational soon. 


s marked with the award of 
construction work at the 
the new submarines will 

for maintenance. 

A finger jetty with two sub¬ 
marine berths will also be built, 
and a generating station and 
utilities building will provide the 
Faslane base with power in the 
event of a grid failure. 

The ship-lift and finger jetty 
will be built on 1 .OCX) steel piles 
which will be sunk in the loch. 

Earlier contracts worth £135 
million have already been let, 
and over the past 18 months site 
preparation has been under way 
with construction of roads and 
security fences. More contracts 
will follow for the armament 
depot and explosives handling 
jetty at Coulport. 

Meanwhile at Rosyth, design 
work is now in hand for a refit 
facility which will be capable of 
refitting the Vanguard-class and 
will bring total capital invest¬ 
ment programme on Trident- 




DniJi/CDcm ini run niTv 

related facilities in Scotland to 
more than £800 million. 

A report by the Comptroller 
and Auditor General said the 
Trident works programme, 
comprising some 110 major 
works projects — mainly in 
Scotland — was the largest and 
most complex ever undertaken 
by the Ministry of Defence and 
Property Services Agency. 

The report confirmed that 
MOD expected the Trident in- 
service dates to be achieved at a 
reduced estimated cost in real 
terms — £9,265 million at 
1986-87 prices. 

ruvwi.ni ul § 

LONDON received a powerful reminder 
of the work of the Royal Maritime 
Auxiliary Service when two RMAS 
vessels made an official call on the 
city. 

Our picture shows one of them, 
RMAS Powerful, passing the Tower of 
London on her way to her berth 
alongside HMS Belfast. The Powerful a 
twin-unit tractor tug, shared her four- 
day stay In the capital with RMAS 
Salmaster, a specialised mooring and 
salvage vessel and one of the most 

1V 1 MIL Ul 1 i 

modern of her kind. 

The Salmaster Is based at Rosyth, 
while the Powerful Is employed at 
Portsmouth on harbour movements, 
coastal towing and oil pollution 
control. 

Both ships were open to the public 
and received many official guests. 

Alan Coles, master of the Powerful, 
presented £600 to the national 
organiser of the National Benevolent 
Fund for the Aged. 

Picture: OPR(N) Photographic Section 




The Sultan of Oman’s Navy has vacancies in 
several specialisations for Lieutanant 
Commanders, Lieutanants, Warrant Officers and 
Chief Petty Officers who have the adaptability 
drive and experience to take an active part in the 
running and development of a compact and 
technically advanced Missile Boat Navy. 

Oman is a peaceful, modern and 
prosperous country where the expatriate 
is well rewarded not only in tax free 
financial terms but also, and perhaps 
more importantly, with quality of life 
which include a wide variety of 
sporting, recreational and social 
activities normally found only 
in the more exotic holiday 
places. 


Single men are preferred, but married men 
will be considered if they can demonstrate 
positively that they and their families can accept 
separations of up to 14 weeks at a time without 
problems. 

For more information about 

opportunities with the Sultan of 
Oman’s Navy please write with 
brief details of qualifications 
and experience to: 

Personnel Officer (M.R.), 
Airwork Limited, 

Bournemouth-Hurn 
Airport, Christchurch, 
Dorset BH23 6EB. 




















Conquerors 
in Berlin 

AN EVENING in East Berlin 
was, for IS officers and ratings, 
the highlight of a visit to Ger¬ 
many by HM submarine 

The Conqueror was making 
an official call on Kiel when the 
party were invited on a two-day 
visit to Berlin by the Black 
Watch, who laid on sight-seeing 

Wearing uniform, the group 
passed through Checkpoint 
Charlie to sec many historic 
buildings — including the 
remains of Hitler's Chancellery 
and bunker. Later, the Con¬ 
querors enjoyed a hotel meal 
and evening out in the East. 


Farewell to a 
ruler of the 
Queen's Navy 

IT WAS no picnic, getting pasta this spaghetti 
junction on a highly original assault course devised 
for HMS Dryad by the staff of the Commander- 
in-Chief Naval Home Command. 

The course was 


ordered up to mark the 
last establishment 
inspection by the outgo- 
ing CINCNAVHOME, 
Admiral Sir Peter 
Stanford. 

Pantomime 

It was one of the light¬ 
hearted events with a 
Gilbert and Sullivan 
theme — In this case, 
“The Gondoliers’ Gal¬ 
lop”. Other turns in¬ 
cluded officer of the 
watch manoeuvres on 
the parade ground with 
mock battleships using 
flags to communicate, 
and an HMS Pinafore 
pantomime. 

Grand finale took the 


form of a free-fall para¬ 
chute jump before 
Admiral Stanford was 
“rowed ashore” to the 
wardroom. 


Hunter 

prize 

HMS Hunter, the vessel of the 
University of London Royal 
Naval Unit, provided one of the 
raffle prizes for the Savoy Cin¬ 
derella Ball in aid of the 
National Society for the Preven¬ 
tion of Cruelty to Children. 

David Catmur of Southbank 
Polytechnic, London, drew a 
day at sea for two in the 
Hunter. 


Queen’s award for three flying rescuers 


after jetty 


car plunge 

THE QUEEN’S Commendation for Brave Conduct has been awarded to two Royal 
Navy helicopter crew members for their efforts to rescue two women trapped in a 
vehicle which had driven into the sea. 


The Search and Rescue 
aircraft, piloted by Lieut. 
John Humphries with 
POACMN Bob Murdoch as 
diver, arrived on the scene 
at dusk on November 20 last 
year, about 20 minutes after 
the vehicle went into the 
water at Fishbourne ferry 
terminal on the Isle of 
Wight. 

At the time they did not 
know how long the jeep-type 
vehicle had been in the sea and 
believed that life was at stake. 

Visibility under water was 
only a few inches, making 
location and orientation particu¬ 
larly difficult, and the sea bed 
was littered with debris and 
obstacles. Tidal conditions were 
hazardous, making the sub¬ 
merged vehicle rock 
dangerously. 

Air pocket? 

Despite these problems, PO 
Murdoch found the vehicle on 
his first dive. It was upside 
down. He managed to get both 
front doors open, but the 
movement of the water kept 
closing them as soon as he went 

After about 15 minutes he 
found one of the occupants who 
showed no sign of life. He 
surfaced and was winched back 
to the aircraft. By then it was 
completely dark, although the 
area was lit by the ferry termi¬ 
nal floodlamps. 

PO Murdoch told Lieut. 
Humphries that he felt another 
dive was needed as there was 
a remote possibility that the 
second occupant might have 
found an air pocket. 

It was decided that the 
hazardous conditions warranted 
the use of two divers and Lieut. 


POACMN Bob Murdoch (left) arid Lieut. John Humphries who 
both dived at night In the cold waters off the Isle of Wight In an 
attempt to save the lives of two women. 


Humphries, also a qualified 
SAR diver, volunteered to 
make the next drop with PO 
Murdoch. 

Lieut. Humphries flew the 
aircraft back to HMS Daedalus 
to hand over to another pilot. 
He returned to the scene within 
15 minutes when, with PO 
Murdoch, he jumped from the 
aircraft into the sea. 

Despite the poor conditions 
Lieut. Humphries found the 
vehicle and established that it 
had a soft top. He tried several 


times to get in through the 
door, but was hampered by the 
tidcflow. 

Then he cut his way through 
the top from underneath, and 
after about 30 minutes both 
bodies had been recovered. 

The award citation states: 
“Throughout this rescue opera¬ 
tion Lieut. Humphries and 
POACMN Murdoch displayed 
great courage, skill and 
devotion to duty, reflecting the 
highest traditions of the 


Helo crewman 
in deck ordeal 


THE NIGHT rescue of two casualties from a Liberian tanker, 
rolling heavily in a 40-ft. swell and winds rising to 60 knots, 
has gained the Queen's commendation for Brave Conduct for 
LACMN Anthony Gardiner. 


He t 


i Sea 


King which left Prestwick i 
dusk on October 31 last year to 
make the evacuation from the 
tanker Don Humverta, then 30 
miles west of Tirec and 110 
miles from Prestwick. 

By the time the aircraft 
arrived it was pitch black, with 
cloud at 1,000ft., heavy hail 
showers and lightning. The 
tanker was making slow head¬ 
way, rolling heavily, with the 
tank deck regularly swamped. 


Submerged 

One of the casualties had an 
open fracture of the leg and the 
other a collar-bone fracturi:, 
both as a result of falls in the 
heavy seas. 

After a medical assistant had 
been winched down to assess 
the injuries, LACMN Gardiner 
was lowered with a stretcher. 
As he detached himself from 
the winch hook, the ship rolled 
heavily to port and the deck 
sank below the swell level. The 
tanker deck was immediately 
submerged and the stretcher 
washed into the darkness 
towards the ship's side. 

LACMN Gardiner jumped 
after it and held himself and the 
stretcher against the ship's 
guard rail until the water even¬ 
tually subsided. Although a 
second wave pinned him once 


LACMN Anthony Gardiner. Ha 
struggled across the heaving, 
wave-swept deck of a tanker 
to reach two casualties. 

more to the guard rail, he 
managed to get the first casualty 
into the stretcher and they were 
winched up to the helicopter. 

Aware of the extreme danger, 
he nevertheless had no hesita¬ 
tion in being winched back 
down for the second lift, which 
was completed without incident. 

"The quick actions, courage 
and total disregard for his per¬ 
sonal safety displayed by 
LACMN Gardiner throughout 
this casualty evacuation reflect 
the highest traditions of the 
Service,” states the award 
citation. 


Danger dive 


-i- 
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promotion to petty offic 
His positive altitude f 
and. as well as bccominf 
he was earlier this year t< 


THE NAVY'S NOT A HOME FOR LIFE - BUY A HOUSE NOW! 


At the rate property is going up, it makes a lot of sense to start 
investing in a home of your own before you leave the Navy. It also 
makes sense to discuss the idea with Godwins - we have been 
advising Naval personnel for over 20 years and understand your 
problems. No other financial institution can claim that kind of 
experience. 

Our team of professional financial consultants will be happy to 
show you how you can start to buy your own house for not much 
more than your married quarter stoppage - for a free 'no strings' 
consultation, fill in the Freepost coupon. 


TO: Godwins (South West) Ltd FREEPOST 
Plymouth PL1 1BR 

I would like to own my own home. Please tell me more. 

NAME/RANK:_ ^ 

ADDRESS:_ 


Member of the Armed Forces 
Insurance Brokers Committee 


Philip's flying 
award 




TRUE GRIT 
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Nick's 

soaring 

success 

MOST improved newcomer in 
the Royal Navy Hang Gliding 
Club is CpI. Nick Pilgrim of the 
Royal Marines. He received the 
Bulwark Trophy from the club's 
vice-chairman, Lieut.-Cdr. 
Gavin Eyre. 

Nick, who regularly soars 
from the cliffs and hills near his 
home in Plymouth, said there is 
no point in pretending that 
there is no danger in the sport 
"but the risks can be 
minimised by professional train¬ 
ing from properly registered 
schools or by attending a course 
at the Joint Services Centre in 
Wales." 

Details of courses can be 
obtained in writing to JSHGC, 
Cwrt-y-Gollen, Crickhowcll, 
Powys N P 8 1TH (tel. 
0873-810386, ext. 245). 


IT WAS purely coincidence, and not a case of Wheeler¬ 
dealing, when this brother and sister — Eric and Karen 
Wheeler — found that they had both been drafted to the 
School of Maritime Operations, HMS Dryad. 

Karen is a weapons analyst and works In the versatile 
multi-aimer trainer for Part Three trainee missilemen, 
while Eric is undergoing Seaman (Ops) Part Three 
training as an electronic warfare operator. 


Ex-PO Richard Grant 
leaves home for his 100th 
birthday party in a 1932 
Rolls-Royce. He is 
accompanied by his 
daughter Mrs Doreen 


Richard celebrates 


a century 

EX-PO Richard Grant celebrated his 100th birthday in 
style, with a drive in a vintage Rolls-Royce and a slap- 
up party complete with band. 


The Portsmouth centena¬ 
rian joined the Royal Navy 
in May 1904 as a cook third 
class, having added 15 
months to his real age. He 
served in many ships includ¬ 
ing H.V1S ships Exmouth, 
Prometheus, Dunedin, 
Diomede and Blonde, and 
was with HMS Glasgow 
from 1913-1916, taking part 
in the battles of Cape 
Coronel and the Falklands 
Islands. 

He left the Navy in 1928 and 
worked as a cook, before being 
recalled for war service in 1939. 
During the Second World War 
he spent time with HM ships 
Excellent, Dryad, Porcupine 
and Boscawen. 

Super 

sonic 

Cooper 


To make his birthday very 
special Mr Grant was sur¬ 
rounded by his family and 
friends, 105 in all, who made 
the journey to the Senior Rales 
Mess at Whale Island. They 
were treated to a sherry recep¬ 
tion and cold buffet, and were 
entertained with old-time music. 

To set the proceedings off in 
grand style, Mr Grant was 
picked up in a 1932 Rolls-Royce 
and driven along the seafront to 
enjoy the view. He arrived at 
the party at 7.00, spent till 11.30 
entertaining his guests, and was 
still raring to go at 2am the next 
morning! 


Bubbly 
Wrens 
are top 
class / 


Oh, brother!-. 


A CHIEF petty officer has 
been awarded £300 for 
developing a software train¬ 
ing programme for anti¬ 
submarine sonics operators. 

CPOAC.MN A. J. Cooper 
received the award from the 
Ministry of Defence Suggestions 
Scheme Fund. It was presented 
to him in his current ship, HMS 
Ark Royal, by the commanding 
officer, Capt. Mike Harris. 

Chief Cooper's development 
has provided Sea King ASW 
crews with a flexible, cheap, 

portable acoustic trainer with 

potential to be adapted for use 
by the surface and submarine 
fleet. As well as being a more 

profound trainer, the system 

halves the time of continuation 

training. 

The software was developed 

when Chief Cooper was system 

manager of the basic acoustic 

trainer at RN air station 
Culdrose. 


Valerie's in charge 


THERE was an air of bubbly excitement 
when the Wrens of Part III Writers Class 
W38A ended their course. 

All of them had come through first time 
around without falling any phase test. And 
that cost their training officer, WO Wtr John 
Bowell, three bottles of champagne — the 
prize he had offered for such a feat. 

It was the first time a class had achieved 
the 100 per cent success record during 


FOR what is believed to be 
the first time, a female offi¬ 
cer has acted as divisional 
officer to a group of male 
RNR new-entry recruits 
undertaking basic training at 
HMS Raleigh. 

Second Officer Valerie Gale 
WRNR, a schoolteacher in civi¬ 
lian life, joined the Reserves as 
a radio operator in 1961 and is 
currently working as a recruiting 
officer in HMS Sherwood, the 
RNR training centre in Not¬ 
tingham. 

□ □ □ 

When ex-Wren Mrs Marjorie 
Carr retired after 17 years in 
the Personnel Records Office of 
HMS Raleigh, she left her mark 
on the Royal Navy in more 
ways than one . . . 

During her time there she 
initiated records in the Service 
documents of almost everyone 
passing through the establish¬ 
ment, the tally amounting to 
about 20,000 certificates com¬ 
pleted in Mrs Carr's distinctive 
handwriting. 

Coincidentally, her husband. 
Bill, was one of the first recruits 


to start basic training at Raleigh 
in 1939. 

□ □ □ 

PO Wtr John Gilchrist has 
been presented with his Long 
Service and Good Conduct 
Medal — by a Danish admiral. 

The presentation by Vice- 
Admiral J. P. Rasmussen came 
shortly before John left for the 
UK after two and a half years 
on the staff of Commander 
Allied Naval Forces Baltic 
Approaches at Karup, central 
Jutland. 

There are three Royal Navy 
officers and two ratings on the 
four-nation staff of 
COMNAVBALTAP, and one 
officer and eight ratings in other 
parts of the co-locatcd head¬ 
quarters. 

□ on 

An 8-ft. long model of the 
aircraft carrier HMS Invincible 
has become the pride and joy of 
the RN Careers Office at 
Guildford. 

The highly detailed scale 
model was presented to the 
Navy by Mr Chris Dennison, 
who took two and half years to 

Apart from its size, the 


model's most fascinating 
features are its working parts: 
moving helicopter rotors, lifts, 
rudder and radar scanner. 
Smoke is emitted from the 
funnels and the lights work on 
to a time sequence. 

□ □ □ 

A framed print of HMS Vic¬ 
tory, signed by the Chief of the 
Defence Staff, Admiral of the 
Fleet Sir John Ficldhousc, was 
among the gifts when "Mr. 
Exhibitions RN" Denis Osborne 
received a rousing retirement 
farewell in Whitehall. 

Denis has been responsible 
for many RN and RM exhibi¬ 
tions, displays, posters and 
"gizzits" over the past 12 years. 

□ Q □ 

Although wheelchair-bound 
as a result of a motor-racing 
accident ten years ago, 
30-year-old Philip Scott was a 
recent visitor to the frigate 
HMS Brave. 

Philip, of Whitchill, Hants., is 
a Liveryman of the Haberdash¬ 
ers' Company in the City of 
London, and was invited on 
board the ship as a result of the 
Brave's affiliation with the 
Haberdashers. 


John's three years at the RN Supply School 
in HMS Raleigh. 

The Wrens who did not have to write any 
wrongs are pictured here with WO Bowell 
(right) and course instructor PO Wtr Kev 
Ryan. The girls are (from left) Wrens 
Huggett, Gardner, Jefferson, Butler, Harbar, 
Lince, McClymont, Hitchcock, Turkington, 
Hooper, Gill and Waterhouse. 

Picture: HMS Drake 


30IDERED 
SWEATERS 

SCOTTISH LAMBSWOOL sweaters; 
available in 10 colours and 7 sizes. 
Military badges embroidered 
directly onto your unit/team 
sweater 

improves your image and promotes 
the unit. 

DELIVERY 28 days. 

Free brochure and FREE HOLIDAY 
■with every order of 24 sweaters. 
ALSO, ACRYLIC SWEATERS, SPORT SHIRTS, 
SWEATSHIRTS. BODYWARMERS. SATIN JACKETS, etc 

E nsigri 

MOTIFS ■de I 


Portkil Bay. Kilcreggan 

Dunbartonshire 

Tel: Kilcreggan (0436 84) 2581/2716 

Telex. 778251 
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ROYALS 

CLOSE 

RANKS 


OFFICERS currently 
undergoing initial training at 
the Commando Training 
Centre Royal Marines 
(CTCRM) and in RM units 
wear the rank of second 
lieutenant, or acting lieuten¬ 
ant if they are university 
graduates. 

On leaving CTCRM acting 
lieutenants arc indistinguishable 
from trained lieutenants of up 
to seven years' experience. 

There is a requirement that 
officers under training should be 
recognised as such and that the 
overt distinction of two types of 
officer undergoing initial train¬ 
ing should be eliminated. 

From September 1988, all 
officers will join the Corps as 
second lieutenants. 

University cadet entrants who 
are due to start their third year 
at university next month will 
retain their rank of second 
lieutenant and not be promoted 
acting lieutenant. 

Pay scales will not be 
affected. 
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Female MAs 



Temporary sub hies 
scheme goes on 


think a TRENCH would be better for him!" 


IN ORDER to alleviate the 
shortages on the Special 
Duties List, the Admiralty 
Board has decided to con¬ 
tinue the scheme for pro¬ 
moting selected ratings to 
temporary sub-lieutenant 
(SD). 

Selections for the fifth 
tranche will take place in Sep- 


GET WISE&DCls 


Officer reports 
I® annual 


tember this year for promotion 


shortfalls in the Engineering 
Branch, it has been decided to 
extend the scheme to provide a 
very limited opportunity for 
warrant officer mechanics. 


Aim of this 
regular feature Is 
to give a general 
impression of 
new Defence 
Council 
Instructions 
affecting 
conditions of 
service, but In 
the event of 
action being 
taken the full 
original text 
should be 



the entry qualifications for per¬ 
manent SD officers. 

Officers promoted under the 
scheme can expect limited em¬ 
ployment compared with per¬ 
manent SD officers. The range 
of posts will be comparatively 
small and officers will generally 
have long appointments. 

Although it is intended to 
employ officers primarily in 
their sub-specialisation, a small 
number of officers may be 
appointed to more general 

In normal circumstances offi¬ 
cers will not be required to 
serve at sea, but have a liability 

Retirement of temporary SD 
officers will be at the age of 50. 
Extensions beyond this limit will 
be subject to the requirements 
at the time. 

DCI (RN) 170 

Filling gaps 

DURING 1987 another 47 
ratings are being promoted to 
chief petty officer to offset 

known shortfalls. Vacancies will 

be filled as they occur, in strict 

order as published. 
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A FEMALE medical assistant 
(MA) category is being intro¬ 
duced in Queen Alexandra's 
Royal Naval Nursing Service, 
the minimum age of entry being 
17, and the maximum 28. 

Recruits will enter on a nine- 
year notice engagement 
reckoned from age 18 or date of 
entry if later, with the right to 
give 18 months' notice after a 
minimum of two-and-a-half 
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REVISED arrangements arc 
announced in the procedure 
for reporting on officers and 
selecting them for promo¬ 
tion, the aim being to reduce 
paperwork while retaining 
fairness to individuals. 

The announcement stresses 
the great importance attached 
to the writing of reports on 
officers, in order that the best 
information may be available 
for selections to higher ranks. 


However, after very careful 
consideration, the Admiralty 
Board has accepted that to 
replace the current half-yearly 
reporting system with an annual 
one would significantly reduce 
the administrative effort, with¬ 
out penalty to individuals. 

As a first step the Board has 
approved the introduction of an 
annual reporting and promotion 
system tor officers on the 
Special Duties and Supplemen¬ 
tary lists. The promotions affee- 


Order your 1988 NAVAL DIARY now 


With Navy News cover title, this pocket diary contains information on the Royal Navy, ship 
silhouettes, pennant numbers, badges, flags of NATO nations, code flags, navigation lights 
and wind and weather, as well as useful addresses and 1988 event dates. 

SUPPLIES ANTICIPATED MID AUGUST 1987 
U.K. orders £2 each incl. P&P 
Overseas orders £2.20 each, Incl. surface mail postage 
For orders of 10 or more deduct 10% from total cost 
All orders must be accompanied by full payment in ESterling only to: 
Business Manager, Navy News, HMS NELSON, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 







Make someone 
pleased you read 
this ad today 

y rour choice of flowers, 
fresh-cut in Guernsey, 
flown direct from the grower 
in handsome white 
presentation boxes to any 
address in Great Britain and 
Eire with your personal 
message. FR£E 

For each order received we will send 
you a S5 travellers cheque voucher. 



commander and commander. 

It is emphasised that chances 
for promotion will not be affec¬ 
ted. The total number of 
promotions remains the same as 
under the half-yearly system. 

In considering implementa¬ 
tion of the annual system, the 
Board also decided that 


lieutenant-commander SD and 
SL would be announced six 
months in advance. 

This will mean that selective 
promotions to lieutenant com¬ 
mander SD and SL arc brought 
into line with selections for 
commander SD and GL. 

SD and SL officers whose 
promotion takes immediate 
effect under the present system 
will therefore from April 1, 
19SS, have time to change their 
uniform, and appointing autho¬ 
rities will also have time, if 
necessary, to reappoint officers 
selected for promotion without 
causing turbulence to those 
remaining in the lower rank. 
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“Is it promotion report time already?” 


PARTIAL PASSES 
FOR PUSSERS 


TOUGH going lately in the 
Supply and Secretariat 
Branch has been recognized 
by the Admiralty Board, 
who have decided to intro¬ 
duce a system of partial 
passes in fleet examinations. 

The announcement says that 
the introduction of fleet ex¬ 
aminations in 1983 to replace 
one level of advancement train¬ 
ing for ratings of the branch 
laced considerable responsi- 
ility on individual candidates 
to prepare for these 
examinations. 

Such factors as increased 
workload, the introduction of 
new working practices and data 
processing and the gapping of 
billets have greatly increased 
the pressures on candidates, and 
in view of this it has been 
decided to introduce partial 

In all cases success at the 
subsequent attempt will be 
deemed to constitute an overall 

Minor changes are also being 
introduced into the conduct of 
examinations. 
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“Damned diagonal serge!" 


FOLLOWING complaints 
concerning the fit of WRNS 
diagonal serge suits, jacket 
and skirts will be held and 
issued as separate Items In 
future. 
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Rugby tickets 

APPLICATIONS to participate 
in the draw for Twickenham 
international match tickets for 
the 1987-88 season may now be 
made to the Honorary Secre¬ 
tary, RN Rugby Union, by 


serving and retired members of 
the RN, RM, WRNS and 
QARNNS. 

The closing date is September 
26, 1987. The address is Hon. 
Secretary, RN Rugby Union, 
do Director of Naval Physical 
Training and Sport, HMS 
Temeraire, Flathousc Road, 
Portsmouth POI 4QS. 

Announcement dated Juty 10, 1987 

Tobacco prices 

REVISED issuing prices of 
tobacco and cigarettes will in 
future be announced on April 1 
each year, and not August 1 as 

”fhe next review will be 
promulgated for introduction on 
April l, 1988. Current prices 
remain in force. 
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Ski event 

THE ANNUAL Royal Navy 
Artificial Ski Slope Champion¬ 
ships will be held at the 
Hillingdon Ski Centre on Fri¬ 
day, October 2, 1987, under the 
auspices of the RN Winter 
Sports Associations. 
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Escapers from HM submarine Otus demonstrate their survival 


The loneliest 
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WHAT IS the loneliest journey in the world? It begins when you climb into a narrow 
submarine escape tower 600 ft. down and it ends on the surface of the sea. You doubt it? Ask 
at HMS Dolphin's Submarine Escape Training Tank. They know. 

In July the Royal Navy com- The exercise has been going It is hot. hotter. The water is 

pleted its biggest ever escape on tor the best part ol a day. up to your neck but with your 

exercise, during which instruc- Thirty men have already left the hood lull of air you keep 

tors from the Escape Training submarine, the hard way. Now breathing and suddenly. 

r -' —..—* J - 1 it's your turn. equalisation. The upper hatch 

You are nervous. Who ol the tower lifts. Cold water 

wouldn't be? Last time you did floods down over you. You 

this it was in the training tank begin to rise, lifted by your suit, 
and you were watched every Outside it is black, then 
inch ot the way up. green. You are hurtling 

You climb up the ladder into upwards but your suit keeps 


to the diving tender 


was essential to the exercise. All were 
Viken within 90 seconds of surfacing. 




escapes from each of 300. 400 
and 500 ft. 

During the escapes from 500 
feet a rare diving accident 
occurred. The casualty received 
surgery after prompt evacuation 
to hospital and he is recovering 
well. Sad as this accident was it 
did not reflect on the capability 
of the escape system and the 
exercise continued. 

The culmination of the exer¬ 


tion the exercise was stopped. 
No more escapes would be 
made from this depth until the 
system had been "fine tuned" 
and more medical data was 
available. 

Following this decision Flag 
Officer Submarines signalled to 


It is intended to re-establish 
600 ft. as the maximum depth 
for escape as soon as possible. 
The vital data gathered during 
this exercise will help to achieve 
that. In the end escape will be 
safer should the day come when 
it is needed in earnest. 


Tank set a new world record of 
601 ft., tower depth, for Deep 
Submarine Escape. 

But it was not for the glamour 
of record-breaking that 44 sub¬ 
mariners and divers from nine 
nations made their deep and 
lonely journeys from Obcron 
Class submarine. HMS Otus, to 
the surface. The two-week exer¬ 
cise in Norway's Bjorne Fjord 
had greater concerns than that. 

When he leaves a submarine 
an escaper must subject himself 
to the full pressure of the sea 
outside. Once he is out he still 
has to reach the surface of the 
sea safely. 

The intense international 
interest in the Bjorne Fjord 
exercise focused on the system 
that allows him to do all this, 
the Single Escape Tower used in 
conjunction with the Mark 8 
Submarine Escape and Immer¬ 
sion Suit. 


escapes from 600 ft. w 
ible. 500 ft. should 


-GREY-- 

FUNNEL LINES 


breaking ascents from a tower 
depth of 600 ft. During these 
escapes inconsistencies in the 
operation of the escape tower 

Concern increased when the 
first escaper began to show 
symptoms of a bend. He was 
immediately and successfully 
treated in the recompression 


Pictures: CPO(Phot) Steve Collinson 


the pressure in your lungs 
balanced with the sea on your 
chest and you keep breathing 
normally. 

A spectrum ot greens flashes 
past your face. You might even 
see a fish. 

Lighter and lighter it grows 
until, after the longest tew 
seconds ot your life, you burst 
upwards through the surface in 
a cascade ol glittering spray. 
The sun is still shining. 


the narrow tower. Your left arm 
is raised so you can fit more 
easily through the tiny hatch. 
Tower checks, good. You 
shout ‘ Okay!". 

As the bottom lid ol the tower 
is put in place you pull down 
the zip ol your visor and plug in 
your air hose. The built-in 
lifejacket, or stole, of your 
escape suit fills. 

Cool air floods into the hood 
of your suit and you breathe 
normally as water washes in 
around your feet. When the 
water reaches half way up your 
chest the pressure starts to 
come on. fast. 

Keep breathing normally, 
keep breathing. The water rises 
again as the air in the tower is 
compressed. 


Traditional Song and Verse of the 
Royal Navy 1900-1970 
Compiled and collected by CYRIL TAWNEY 


diving tender Viken. which had 
been patiently supporting the 
exercise since it began. 

It was well known that at 600 
ft. the conditions experienced 
by the volunteers in the tower 
would be severe. Although 
research programmes will even¬ 
tually increase knowledge in this 
area little is known about the 
physical reactions that will be 
displayed by any individual who 
is placed under such stresses. 


■ A lively yet nostalgic 
collection of songs and 
verse 

■ Reflects all aspects of 
Navy life 

■ Represents both upper 
and lower deck 

■ Beautifully illustrated 

■ Cyril Tawney’s 
commentary provides a 
backdrop to the songs 


Afte r the escapes from 100 ft. 
only SETT instructors and suit¬ 
ably qualified volunteers among 
the international observers were 
permitted to go deeper. And 
deeper they went, notching up 
between them more than 20 


calm, quiet safety of a subma¬ 
rine and go out through that 
tower? What if you had been 
one of the nine volunteers from 
HMS Otus's crew who made the 
journey up from 100 ft? 


Cloth: 0-7102-1270-4:il0.95 


-vril Tawncy, the well-known folk singer who began 
his career in the Royal Navy, will be performing at 
Plymouth Navy Days. 


Grey Funnel Lines is available from your local bookshop. In 
cose of difficulty order from Cathy Debenham, Retail Dept, 
ABP (UK) Ltd, 11 New Fetter Lone, London EC4P4EE 

Please send me_copies of Grey Funnel Lines. 

I enclose a cheque for £_._(inc. 10% P & P) 

Nome_ 


ROUTLEDGE & KEGAN PAUL, 


Norwegian waters during the exercise. 
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TWO PAGES FOR FAMILIES 



Navy wives' 
efforts boost 
good causes 


GOSPORT branch of the NSPCC 
have benefited by £800, thanks to 
the combined efforts of members of 
the HMS Sultan Wives’ Club and 
Lieut. Mick Monaghan who was 
sponsored by them when he ran the 
London Marathon in three- 
and-a-half hours. 

His sponsorship money contributed 
some £365 to the total sum, which was 
also helped by a donation of £157 by 
HMS Sultan WOs’ and senior rates' 


mess, a raffle, coffee morning and a 
successful barbecue held at Sultan 
House. 

The Sultan Wives’ Club welcomes any 
local wives from the Fareham, Gosport 
and Lee-on-Solent areas to Its meetings, 
which are held on Tuesdays between 
1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m. For further 
information contact Mrs. Mellaney 
Broome (Goaport 501159), the club 
secretary. 

The Sultan Wives' Club president (Mrs. 
Christine Laslett) and Lieut. Mick 
Monaghan (London Marathon runner) 


are pictured (above, left) presenting the 
cheque to Gosport branch NSPCC 
chairman, Mrs. Doris Hern. 

Another charity was helped when 
Falrmead naval wives group at RN air 
station Yeovilton held a jumble sale at 
the home of one of their members to 
raise funds for the Cystic Fibrosis 
Researh Trust. Mrs. Marion Wright, 
whose 18-month-old daughter Kimberly 
suffers from the disease, is pictured 
(above, right), handing over a cheque for 
£35 to Mrs. Frances Trigger, secretary of 
the Yeovil Cystic Fibrosis Group. 





G. A.THOMPSON 
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George is a real professional, like all the other 
IAL people who are working alongside Army. Navy 
and RAF personnel around the world. They bring to 
their tasks an understanding of how the Armed 
Forces operate, as well as specialised skills for their 
own particular assignments. 

Often their assignments lie in those fields - 
like air traffic control, telecommunications, security 
and staff training - that have made IAL the 
international leader in aviation support services for 


AERADIO HOUSE. HAYES ROAD. SOUTHALL. MIDDLESEX. ENGLAND UB2 5NJ TELEPHONE 01-843 2411 TELEX 24114 


IAL 


George Thompson 
doesn’t dress like a military man. 
But he acts like one. 


more than forty years. 

But these days, their assignments are becom¬ 
ing more and more diverse as IAL (now part of 
British Telecom) extends its support of the Armed 
Forces to catering, plant maintenance, firefighting 
and a host of other new areas where you may well 
find them right beside you. 

So when you see George (or any of his friends), 
say hello. They're part of the same 
operation. 


Quarters bloom 
as competitive 
spirit flowers 


RESPONSE to the first RN 
married quarters estates 
competition for “Plymouth 
in Bloom” was encouraging. 
Tenants from three estates 
entered, together with four 
of the six naval community 
centres around Plymouth. 

The judges were particularly 
impressed with the initiative of 
the estate community officer at 
Tamerton Foliot. Mr. Geoff 
Earp. Geoff obtained a lorry 
load of old tyres, placed two 
together in several locations, 
painted them white, and filled 
them with soil before planting 
with flowers. 

The result was an effective 
but cheap way of breaking’ up 
large expanses of green verge. 

Trophies for the winners were 
donated by Alan Smith, of 
Western Leisure. 

In a letter to the winners. 


Commodore N. 1. C. Kettlewell 
said the judges had been im¬ 
pressed with the high standard 
of all entries, which were the 
result of many hours hard work 
and considerable expense. 

“Some tenants said they had 
inherited a jungle (one had 
photographs to prove it!) and 
miracles have been achieved in 
these gardens to turn them into 
a sea of colour. 

"Well done to you all. I hope 
your example will inspire others 
on your estates to have a go 
themselves." 

Prizes will be presented at the 
Civic Centre in September. 

Estates from which entries 
were received were Radford 
(Plymstock), Tamerton Foliot 
and St: Budeaux. In the Com- 
munity Centre section the 
placings were: 1 Tamerton 
Foliot; 2 Granby; commended, 
Chaddlewood and Radford. - 



Apollo homes in 


on new arrivals 

APOLLO baby boomers: When HMS Apollo returned 
from Dartmouth Training Squadron deployment to 
the United States and Canada, there were three new 
additions to greet them — babies born while the ship 
was away. 

Seen on the left are the chief bosun’s mate PO Rosier, 
wife Michelle, new arrival Tara, and Kelvin and Nicole. 
Centre is the commanding officer, Cdr. L. C. Hopkins, 
with wife Jan, new arrival Alice, and Lucy and 
Matthew. Right are LRO Young, wife Maureen, new 
arrival Peter, and Christopher. 
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Merger will 


Sorry tale after 
visit from 'hole 



Families Informs 


Play house wears the flag 


VISITING the Naval Community 
Organisation, Vice-Admiral Sir John 
Webster (Flag Officer Plymouth) and 
Lady Webster dropped In to the RN 
pre-school playgroup at Crownhlll, 
Plymouth. While there the admiral 
formally presented the naval play¬ 
groups with their latest asset, £250 
worth of Maxi Bricks. 

The children had prepared for the 
visit by building a house and for the 
occasion the admiral's flag was flownl 

Playgroups are one of the largest 


activities of the Naval Community 
Organisation. At present 17 groups, 
catering for over 600 children a week 
are run, and as a by-product they 
provide part-time employment for 
about 60 Service wives. 

RIGHT: In Maxi-Brick house, which Is 
wearing the admiral's flag, Vice- 
Admiral Sir John Webster meets play¬ 
group children. With him Is, left, Mrs. 
Beryl Yeatman (pre-school playgroup 
supervisor) and Lady Webster. 
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A LINK-UP between two major Service charities promises to bring improved and, in many cases, 
swifter support to thousands of Service and ex-Service men, women and their families. 

The Soldiers’ Sailors’ and Airmen’s Families Association (SSAFA) and the Forces Help Society and Lord 
Roberts Workshops (FHS) have decided to merge their casework organisations which independently covered every 
town and village in the UK. 

At present over a third of aM ir-|-i. . 

the branches are already ^IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||| 

operating jointly, with the ____^^ 

remainder aiming to achieve K 

that state by early autumn. kTi 

Staffed by trained volunteer '.. , ‘y-~ • d| 

caseworkers and visitors. [SpEhLjU ' ‘ 

they seek to involve all other ^ 

national and local agencies 

who might help in caring for jW 

SSAFA say it is hoped that i * 

Ihis new policy of partnership ■ 

will be extended at branch level v -f j. 

FHS have some responsibilities * ‘A > 
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Another SSAFA event is a 
one-night presentation of "The 
Queen's Shilling" at the Royal 
Albert Hall, on Sunday. Octo¬ 
ber 4. 

This celebrates 1.000 years of 
service to the Crown, portraying 
in cameo, words and music, the 
fighting man through the ages. 

Further information and 
booking forms from: The 
Queen's Shilling Box Office, 
SSAFA. PO Box 5, London 
SW1H 9HP. Tel: 01-222 9221. 

Cadets’ awards 

MEDALS and shields were pre¬ 
sented to nine members of the 
HMS Dolphin Volunteer Cadet 
Corps when 80 of the cadets 
paraded for inspection by the 
captain of Dolphin (Capt. 
Roger Veneables). 

The cadets, who take part in 
a wide range of activities, 
receive a long service medal 


CONTRACT work at 
married quarters continues 
to cause some irritation 
among naval families, even 
though the aim was to 
modernise accommodation. 

A naval wife writes about 
moving into a quarter after the 
installation of double-glazed 
windows and full gas central 
heating. 

Unfortunately, she says, the 
place has been left with holes in 
the walls where the storage 
heaters were ripped out. 

She also mentions "raw plas- 


Sj Summertime entertainment for children from naval Activities at the event, which was hosted by Capt 

= playgroups In the Portland and Weymouth area: Christopher Craig and his wife. Included swings and 

= About 130 boys and girls attended the event In . . ^ 

= Portland Castle grounds, taking along their favourite roundabouts, games, and a puppet show. Providing 

= teddy bears for the “picnic’’. the entertainment In the picture Is Mr. Harold Cordell. 
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loose plaster and paint; cracks 
on the wall where cupboards 
were replaced: burn marks on 
the pipe joints and a whole host 
of other defects filling two 
foolscap sheets." 

The wife adds. "It is also a 
pity that the house was painted 
before all this work was carried 

The letter goes on. "I have 
been told there is no money to 
rectify the defects so it will be 
up to us to either put up with 
them or get on and do it 
ourselves and prepare for the 
inevitable charges on our out- 

"Wherc did I put my paint 
brushes? How do you fill large 
holes in hollow plasterboard 
walls? " 

Special needs 
fact sheet 
available 

SOME children have a medical 
or learning problem which may 
affect their developmet or 
education. 

Information for arrangements 
made for Service children with 
special educational needs can be 
found in SAFAB Fact sheet 3/6. 


Officers and ratings with chil¬ 
dren who have such needs are 
also advised to register with the 
Service Children's Education 
Authority (SCEA). lb MOD. 
Court Road. Eltham. London. 
SE9 SNR. SCEA swill then 
inform the appointer or drafting 
authority. 

Duke presents 
school Colours 

ABOUT 260 boys of Queen 
Victoria School. Dunblane, pa¬ 
raded for the presentation of 
Colours by the Duke of 
Edinburgh. 

The old Colours were trooped 
before being marched off 
parade for the last time and will 
be laid up in the school chapel 
on Remembrance Day. 

At presentation of the new 
Colours by the Duke, who is 
patron of the school, the ensign 
for the Queen's Colour was 
Andrew Smith (17). whose 
father is a Royal Navy warrant 
officer at Rosyth. 


Retiring Isa Rolls 
home in style 

A surprise awaited playgroup supervisor Mrs. Isa Mclsaac when 
she retired from the St. Budeaux pre-school playgroup at 
Plymouth. A 50-year-old Rolls Royce. complete with uniformed 
chauffeur, was waiting to take her home. 

Tribute to her work was paid bv the naval area community 













NEWSVIEW 


Finding cash 
to keep up 


the quarters 


PROPERTY maintenance is a sore point in 
some quarters, according to letters received at 
Navy News. 

Contractors' methods were criticised recently 
by a married quarters wife who, while welcom¬ 
ing improvements, was distinctly unhappy over 
their execution. Vagueness over dates, 
casualness in comings and goings, tools left 
lying about, and small jobs left undone — all 
were cited. 

In this edition another wife tells of holes in the 
wall after modernisation work, poor plaster work 
and cracks on the wall. And she adds, "I have 
been told there is no money to rectify these 
defects." 

But why is there "no money" when part of the 
MQ charge represents maintenance? It's a fair 
question. 


Never enough 

The answer apparently is all bound up with 
problems of transferring money from one 
financial vote to another. All the Services are 
discussing it and proposals have been put 
forward. Many tenants, of course, do not 
appreciate such financial ramifications — but 
they know what happens in their quarters. 

How it works is that bids for planned 
maintenance and estimates for repairs are 
channelled upwards to the Property Services 
Agency HQ, who allocate the money as they 
see fit. And there is never enough to meet all 
the bids. 

Back down the line, the cash allocated has to 
maintain all the defence "estate" — operational 
facilities, office blocks, single accommodation 
and MQs. So there is no money allocated solely 
for MQ maintenance. 


Local budgets 

However, local budgets have been given a 
trial at some establishments for contract repair 
work. So far they seem successful, it is 
reported, with repairs carried out quickly and 
satisfactorily. Now it is hoped to extend the 
scheme on a tri-Service basis. 

Meanwhile, it remains a general area with 
plenty of criticism flying. Do-it-yourself indoor 
decorating is. of course, allowed — with 
controls over things like materials and colours. 
But not everyone in quarters is able or wants to 
do it him / herself. In any case, why should they 
when they are paying — hopefully — towards 
maintenance in their rents? 


Bew i l derm ent over 
long careers puzzle 


QUERIES relating to the Second Open 
Engagement Scheme suggest some 
puzzlement and irritation, judging from 
correspondence received by this paper. 

For instance, CCWEA W. Hammond, of 
HMS Exeter, feels annoyed at being asked to 
make his final decision "now" rather than later, 
pointing out that "some on the signal have 
three years to complete 22 years." 

His suggestion is to release the 20E signal as 
now, but without final commitment until the 
last six months of service. 

He also asks why he cannot receive his 
terminal grant at 22 years instead of at 32 years. 

The reply from the Directorate of Naval 
Manpower Planning says that to delay 20E 
acceptance to the last six months would mean 
cutting short sea drafts, men brought ashore, 
and reliefs detailed — all “in case." 

It would be thoroughly unpopular with the 
reliefs whose lives were messed about, and 
grossly inefficient. 


Flexibility 


Retirement 


CHIEFS VOICE 


CRITICISMS 


OF SCHEME 


correspondents should note the likely growth of 
pension by annual review. The 32-year pension 
might be expected to be rather more than 
£5.543 by 1997! 

Another letter has arrived from 


CPOWEA(WDO)fSM) Phil Riggs, of Ports¬ 
mouth Naval Base, who said he had been 
selected for but sadly declined the offer of 
20E. 

His letter included massive sets of figures to 
back his criticism of the financial aspects of the 
Second Open Engagement. 

However, the DNMP reply referred to the 
previous answer about pension growth, and 
added: 

"There seems to be a determination to ignore 
any upgrading of pensions, despite the fact that 
quite significant increases have occurred in 
recent years. 

"If your correspondent is resolved to dis¬ 
count inflation and wage increases, but feels 
able to presume the benefits of a ten per cent 
interest rate on invested capital, then that is his 
prerogative." 


"Selection for 20E," says the reply, "confers 
the flexibility to choose some other point than 
the end of your LS3, CS2 or OE to leave with 
an immediate pension, but it is necessary that 
management remains in a position to run affairs 
efficiently. 

"Experience has shown that for the Second 
Career Briefings course to be most effective, it 
should be completed at least two-and-a-half 
years before Time Expiry. 

"There is no ruling against a man on 20E 
applying for the briefing at any time, but he will 
find it most valuable once he has decided he 
really means to make the break. 

“It is not intended to be a medium to help 
people to decide whether to leave the Service, 
and will generally be found of no great help on 
that account. 


HOW IT WORKS: 
DRAFTY’S GUIDE 


FROM Drafty has come a letter saying. "There 
are apparently still some doubts as to how the 
Second Open Engagement selection system 
works and who is eligible and when." 

He adds that it is hoped the following guide 
to 2oE will help readers understand the system 
better: 


THE RULES 


re achieved 17 years of reckonable 


_. due to complete engagement in 1990 

are one batch: all LS4 CPO(OPS)(R) completing 
engagement in 1990 are in another batch). 

Year group: The year group is the year in which, in 
the normal course, men would leave the Service. 

The quota: This is the number of men that can be 
selected from within each batch, and may be divided 
between the number of appearances of that batch, 
before the Board. For example, the quota for the 1990 
year group can be split between the 1987, 1988 and 
1989 Boards: a proportion of the 1990 year group will 
be-selected each year until the full quota is achieved. 
If a 1990 men refuses selection in 1987. his place will 
be earned forward to the next Board. Generally only a 


of the year in which the Board sits. F 


"The terminal grant payable on completion 
of 22 years' service is not a single entitlement 
but an integral part of the Service pension 
code. The code is enhanced at each annual 
point beyond 22 years to a maximum of 37 
years' reckonable service. 

"The only avenue to receiving a pension and 

thus a terminal grant is to retire from the 

"The regulations whereby a man who had 
reached the maximum pension point, and 

continued to serve beyond, received his termi¬ 

nal grant at the 37-year point, was rescinded on 
April 1, 1987." 

The DNMP answer also points out that 


due for release on or before 
December 31 in the year of the 20E Board is not 
eligible. 

The 20E allows a man to complete 32 years' 
service, or to serve to age 55. whichever is earlier. A 
man already re-engaged to complete more than 32 
years' service would not therefore gain more service 


opportunity. 

Timing: Each batch goes before the Board until 
they are no longer eligible, i.e. in their last year of 


ability O' 


THE SYSTEM 

Number selected: MOD decides how many 20E 

places there are tor each branch. The 


The Board: Boards tor 20E are chaired by a 
captain. They use promotion dossiers (which include 
all S264Cs) to assist them in making their decisions. 

—' **—-- "manly on merit, although employ- 

1 ten years is also a factor. They 

part of the full quota for each year 

group. As with any selective system, some men are 

bound to be disappointed, but the Board's decision is 
final. 

Enquiries: With 20E relatively new. it will still 

prompt many questions. QRRN 0831 will answer 

many of them, but for anyone still in doubt the 
Promotions and 20E office at HMS Centurion (ext. 
2458 and 2382) will be happy to help. 
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PRINCESS ROYAL BUSY AS CHIEF COMMANDANT 





Reunion 


guest of 
honour 


THE Princess Royal will be 
guest of honour when the 
Association of Wrens holds 
its reunion at the National 
Exhibition Centre, Birming¬ 
ham. on Saturday October 
17. 

The reunion is open to all 
former and serving members of 
the U RNS. WRNR, WRNVR. 
OARNNS and Naval VADs 
Over 4,000 people are expected 
to attend the event, which starts 

Other guests will include 
Admiral Sir Richard Fitch 
(Second Sea Lord), Lieut.-Gen. 
J. M. C. Garrod (Commandant 
General Royal Marines) and 
Commandant M. H. Fletcher 
(Director WRNS). 

The Association of Wrens, 
formed in 1920, today has more 
than 8.500 members, with 97 
branches in the United King¬ 
dom. There are also branches in 
Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa and the Netherlands. 

President of the association is 
Dame Marion Kcttlewcll, and 
the chairman is Mrs. Elsie 

Dedication 

• DAME Marion Kcttlewcll 
attended a dedication ceremony 
at HMS Raleigh in memory of 
Dame Jocelyn Woollecombc, 
former Director of the Women's 
Royal Naval Service, who died 
in January 1986. 

Dame Jocelyn was president 
of the Association for 22 years 

Wrens' training. Mrs Joan 
Steed, chairman of the Ply¬ 
mouth Association of Wrens, 
decided to dedicate a garden 
seat to Dauntless Squadron, the 
Wrens' new entry training 
squadron at HMS Raleigh. 

Members from six branches 
of the Devon and Cornwall 
Association of Wrens who 
raised the money for the seat 
were present at the dedication 
ceremony. 

Dame Jocelyn's nephew, 
Peter Woollecombe, and his son 
Stefan (16) also attended the 
event, along with Capt. R. C. F. 
Hill, the captain of HMS 
Raleigh. 


Meafeins 


IA Munster Road, North End, 
Portsmouth, Hants P02 9BS 
Telephone (0705) 690711 


BULK ORDERS INDIVIDUAL ORDERS 

P leave vend tor our bulk order colour T) leave send a S AI lor our 

catalogue and price list lor an 1 Individual Order Memo which gives 

immediate superb range ol embroidered complete details on placing sour 


Anne sees 
boat work 
of Wren 
reservists 


WORK .» WRNR boats' crews was demonstrated to the 
Pi cess Royal when she vis ed HMS Claverhouse, Sea 
Traili ng Centre of Forth Division of the Royal Naval Reserve 
n her capacity as Chief Commandant, Women's Royal Naval 


. . HMS Spey, the Foi 
sum minesweeper 
On board the Spey , 


Princess Anne meets WRNR ratings on board HMS Spey, during her visit to Forth Division 

Picture CPOIPbot) Jam Sinclair 


lermcasures Squadron, Cdr. 
Simon McCaskill. 

Later the Princess visited Port 
HO Forth manned by Naval 
Com.. . of Shipping Officers 
and Royal Naval Auxiliary Scr- 


Aftcr a lour of Claverhouse, 
she attended evening Quarters 
and presented medals. 

She presented a ceremonial 
boat hook to the Division. It 
had been donated by Mrs Sara 
Fcrricr, a WRNS boat's crew 


coxswain in the Second World 
War. 

Princess Anne also received a 
cheque for £500 on behalf of the 
Wrens Benevolent Fund. It was 
presented by the presidents of 
the wardroom and messes. 


Daedalus 


musicians 


on song! 


Record-breakers The successful Volunteer Band from HMS 
Daedalus 

TIGERS MEET 
IN PORTUGAL 

AFTER a gap of six years. 814 Naval Air Squadron has once 
more participated in the annual NATO Tiger Meet — a 
gathering of squadrons which have the tiger emblem in 

The two Sea Kings, with their 
total of 20 personnel, returned 
to RN air station Culdrosc after 
participating in many social 
functions at the meet, as well as 
flying sorties. 

Cowes salute by 
Nottingham 

THE Cowes Week guardship 
HMS Nottingham fired a 21-gun 
salute when the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh arrived at Cowes in the 
Young Endeavour, the schoo¬ 
ner Britain is giving to Australia 
as a 200th birthday present. 

Later the schooner left under 
full sail for the 13.000-mile 
voyage to Australia, crewed 
jointly by British and Australian 
young people. 


The meets were started in 
1961, but because of operational 
commitments and logistics diffi¬ 
culties, S14 NAS has not taken 

This year the Tiger Meet was 
held at Montijo air base, Lis¬ 
bon. home of the Portuguese 
Air Force's 301 Squadron. For 
the Sea King helicopters of 814 
Squadron, it meant a trip of 
more than 1.300 miles from 
HMS Illustrious at Amsterdam, 
the aircraft making several 
refuelling stops. 

At the meet more than 20 
squadrons represented almost as 
many countries, although 814 is 
only one of two NATO helicop¬ 
ter squadrons to carry the tiger 
emblem in its badge, and the 
only naval helicopter squadron 


IN a record-breaking performance, HMS Daedalus won five of the 
seven trophies at the RN Volunteer Band Festival. 

Their near-unbeatable run at HMS Drake brought them the Commander- 
in-Chief's Challenge Trophy for the best overall band, the Bambara Trophy as 
the best Fleet Air Arm band, the Collingwood Trophy for the best drum 
display, the Lea-Wilkinson Dirk for the best concert performance and the 
Kernow Flambards Trophy for the best marching display. 


Join the 
band . . . 

HMS NELSON Volunteer 
Band, which finished second in 
the small band competition at 
the Royal Navy Band Festival 
this year, is seeking more mem¬ 
bers from those passing through 
the establishment. 

Some instruments arc avail¬ 
able and those interested should 
contact Band Colour Sgt 
Graham West on Portsmouth 
Naval Base ext. 24187. 

Duke visits 
Commandos 
at Plymouth 

DEMONSTRATIONS of am¬ 
phibious activities were among 
the events arranged for the visit 
of the Duke of Edinburgh to 
Commando Forces Royal 
Marines, Plymouth on July 31. 

In his role as Captain General 
RM. Prince Philip viewed 
several other displays, pre¬ 
sented Long Service and Good 
Conduct medals, and visited 
Headquarters 3 Commando 
Brigade on board a landing 
craft. 


The Kenneth Alford Trophy 
for the best drum major evaded 
Daedalus by half a point. It was 
won by Lieut. Michael Smyth of 
HMS Collingwood, who beat 
Daedalus’s LAEM Don Turner 
into second place. 

HMS Neptune won the Rose 
Morris Trophy for the best 
small-band concert perfor¬ 
mance. 

Not only did the Daedalus 
musicians set a record in the 
number of trophies won in the 
well-established event, but they 
were to become the first band to 
win both marching and concert 

Tlte parade display featured 
marching and counter-marching 

Daedalus produced a brilliant 
performance by the corps of 
drums, culminating in a finale of 
music by Handel. 

Versatility was demonstrated 
in the concert display. At one 
stage the whole band sang in 
German, while other music in¬ 
cluded dance-band, marching 
and classical pieces. 

Nine other Royal Naval 
Volunteer Bands also took part. 

Swordfish veterans 

VETERAN naval airmen from 
many famous Fleet Air Arm 
actions of the Second World 
War attended the opening of 
the new Fairey Swordfish 
Exhibition at the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum. 
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FOR MORE than 1,000 
members of the Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines 
the Earls Court Exhibi¬ 
tion Centre in London 
became "home" — if not 
exactly home from home 

— for three weeks this 
summer as they played a 
major part in presenting 
the spectacular 1987 
Royal Tournament. 

For many of them it 
meant appearing twice daily 
before the applauding 
crowds who flocked to the 
vast arena where the Navy 
was the Tournament’s 
“lead” Service this year. 

For other men and women of 
the Navy it meant a supporting, 
yet vital role, carrying out such 
duties as ushers, cooks and 
dining hall parties. Royal box 
staff, and souvenir stall 
helpers. 

The show, in aid of Service 
charities, was witnessed by 
nearly 330,000 people, a new 
record. 

While the pageantry traced 
the story of the Navy through 
the names Ark Royal, Invin¬ 
cible and Illustrious, there was 
also the ever-popular and 
hugely competitive "guns and 
guts" excitement of the field 
gun competition. The mast 
manning spectacle was pro¬ 
vided by young men from HMS 
Sultan, whose disciplined 
teamwork proved them worthy 
successors to the RN Display 
Team which fell victim to man¬ 
power economies. 

The Sultan display team of 
about 50 MEMs, formed up 
only In May, staged a splendid 
show of the Hornpipe, aerobics 
and — during the finale — the 
popular mast-manning. None 
of them had been in the Navy 
for more than eight months. 

"They gave a great perfor¬ 
mance," said Lieut-Cdr. Ken 
Mathers, who was naval com¬ 
mandant at the tournament as 
well as being field gun battery 
commander for the fifth time. 

Won three 

The field gun competition 
resulted In major success for 
the Portsmouth team, who re¬ 
tained the Interport Challenge 
Cup, the Aggregate Time Chal¬ 
lenge Cup, and the Fastest 
Time Cup. The other two 
trophies gained by Portsmouth 
last year — the Pusser's Rum 
Trophy and the Copenhagen 
Cup for B crews — this time 
went to the Fleet Air Arm. 

Captaining the successful 
Portsmouth A team — and 
taking part in field gun at the 
tournament for the sixth time 

— was PO Pat Brophy from 
HMS Dryad. 

Salutes at the various perf¬ 
ormances were taken by mem¬ 
bers of the Royal Family, 
including the Queen. 

Among others who took the 
salute were the Defence Secre¬ 
tary (Mr. George Younger), the 
Chief of the Defence Staff 
(Admiral of the Fleet Sir John 


ROYAL Tournament fiekj gun 


Fleldhouse), the 'Second Sea 
Lord (Admiral Sir Richard 
Fitch), the Commander-In-Chief 
Fleet (Admiral Sir Julian 
Oswald), and the Deputy Chief 
of the Defence Staff Systems 
(Vice-Admiral Sir Jeremy 
Black). 

On the final evening the 
salute was taken by the First 
Sea Lord (Admiral Sir William 
Staveley), who also presented 
many of the awards. 

One episode to appeal to 
traditionalists was when. In 
memory of the passing of the 
Tot, a cortege solemnly 
entered the arena with coffin 
fixed to field gun barrel. 

When the coffin lid opened 
an arm appeared and the 
"corpse" proceeded to drink a 
representative tot. 

Then from the coffin 
emerged PO Mike Patilla, of the 
Portsmouth crew, to present a 
bottle of Pusser's Rum to the 
Commandant-General Royal 
Marines (Lieut-General J. M. C. 
Garrod), who was taking the 
salute that evening. 

The significance was that PO 
Patilla, that day celebrating his 
37th birthday, actually drew his 
first — and last — Tot 17 years 
earlier on what is now becom¬ 
ing known as “ Back Tot" Day 
when the old custom ceased in 
1970. 

Highlights 

During the tournament the 
Navy and RM personnel in¬ 
volved were quartered In the 
somewhat spartan living condi¬ 
tions, and dry atmosphere, 
which are a fact of life of the 
exhibition centre. These In¬ 
cluded the three field gun 
teams of about 50 each. Includ¬ 
ing reserves, the Sultan display 
team personnel and members 
of the Royal Marines Bands. 

The four largest of the Corps 
bands provided the basis of 
the RM Massed Bands, whose 
performances were one of the 
highlights of the show. 

Among the “backroom boys" 
who helped ease the Service 
personnel through their Lon¬ 
don ardours were cooks from 
HMS Collingwood, who joined 
colleagues from the other Ser¬ 
vices to provide excellent food 
to sustain mighty efforts. 

Commanding the young 
MEMs of the Sultan display 
team was Lieut Rod Williams, 
with CPOPT Grassy Meadows 
as trainer. 

The only incident during the 
team's series of splendid per- 
formances was when 
18-year-old MEM Peter 
Darbyshlre was taken to hospi¬ 
tal after falling about 25 feet 
and crushing two vertebrae. 
After a period of rest he was 
on his feet again and going on 
sick leave before an early 
return to duty. 

There was major participa¬ 
tion by the other Services in 
the Tournament, while over¬ 
seas visitors this year included 
the Bands of the Australian 
Defence Force. 

A display was given by the 
Sea Cadet Corps Hi-Box team, 
and on the final evening there 
was a march-ln of standards of 
the Royal Naval Association. 



CONGRATULATIONS from the First Sea Lord (Admiral Sir 
William Staveley) as LMEM David Crompton receives the 
Aggregate Cup on behalf of Portsmouth gunners at the end of 
the field gun contest. 


1987 ROYAL TOURNAMENT 



PROUDLY carrying their trophies, Portsmouth field gunners take part In the civic welcome in the city's Guildhall WINNE 

Square following their triumph In London. They marched from HMS Nelson and were congratulated by the Lord same t 

Mayor of Portsmouth (Mr. Jim Lodge). by the 

Picture SGT Peter Wiseman (Australian Army) p a 
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i of two trophies at Earls Court, the Fleet Air Arm field gun crew later paraded through Gosport. At the 
e HMS Daedalus exercised Its right to march as honorary freemen of the Borough. The salute was taken 
■yor (Mr G. Rushton), and the commanding officer of HMS Daedalus (CapL R. M. Kohler). Accompanying 
le was the Daedalus volunteer band, fresh from Its recent competition successes. 

Picture LA(Pttot) P«il Good 


Perhaps, next year...? 


ALTHOUGH not taking part in the 
Royal Tournament, a group of 
Wrens from HMS Sultan practised to 
Join the Sultan display team in 
performances at this year’s Royal 
Show at Stoneteigh, Warwickshire. 
Led by Third Officer Nicky Richards, 
they took part in mast manning on 
two “ladies days ' at the Stoneteigh 


show, which was attended by the 
Princess Royal, Chief Commandant 
WRNS. 

It is believed to be the first time 
women have taken part in the mast 
manning ceremony, and they 
climbed to some 50 feet — so 
they're not yet button boys! 

Picture POtPhot) Odnny du F«u 
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AT YOUR LEISUREC 


Books!! 


■\SURES ot success 
' — a negative pur- 
— are * ex- 
. -d in ncga: vc terms: 
; winner may be seen 
:lie side which has 
' • fewer important 
•ors than the 

rtunatcly n r tlic Allies 
L939-45, Germany and 
ri j thori- 

atitude 

critical self-appraisal; it 
a fatal flaw which led 
into committing and 
tpounding more cardinal 
did their 

i new txxik on command 

. :>• c\:iim Military 
of World War Two 


Convey veto 


Tragedy of errors 


Military Errors of World War 

Two by Kenneth Mjckscy, pub¬ 
lished by Arms and Armour 
Press, price £12.95. 

Radar Days by E. G. Bowen, 
published by Adam Hilger 
(Bristol), price £12.50. 


essential change to th 
system while a losing b 
played out nightly, witi 


tween February and April. 
1942. Docility's U-boats had 
reached a high-tide in their 
fortunes and were threatening 
to hrmg the Allies to their 

At last, in mid-May, King 
decided to approve the convoy 
system, and by; July US convoys 
were being so fiercely defended 
that the Germans withdrew 
into mid-Atlantic. 

"The defeat would have come 
earlier if Admiral King, the 
product of a Navy well 

Mahan. Fiske and Sim,, had 
paid more attention to history." 
writes the author. 

Mr. Macksey is. of course, 
writing with the benefit of hind- 


sight. but much of his 
castigation is reserved for those 
commanders who stubbornly 
pressed home mistaken 
strategies long after the folly of 
their ways had been made plain. 

Dowding 

At the time that King was 
committing his mistakes, the 
under - appreciated victor of the 
Battle of Britain, Air Marshal 
Sir Hugh Dowding, was coinci¬ 
dentally writing his book, a 
chapter of which was entitled 
"Why are seni -r officer, so 
stupid?" 

In the case of Dowding. it 
Was fortunate for Britain that 
she had, in the right place at the 


right time, a man with such an 
unerring sense of the important. 

In the mid-1950s this techno¬ 
logy- minded officer was. 
luckily, occupying a post in 
which he had to decide whether 
or not to recommend allocation 
of funds for a project proposed 
by a scientist named Robert 
Watson Watt. 

Dowding gave the go-ahead 
to Watson Watt, who had sug¬ 
gested that aircraft could be 
detected at great distances by 

them — a theory which led to 
the introduction of radar. Al¬ 
though Dowding probably did 
not realise it a; the time, he had 
made a decision that would lead 


However, it could not have 
been long before realisation 
dawned on him, for it was he 
who was in command of his 
nation's radar-directed fighter 
wings when the enemy on¬ 
slaught came. 

The story is told in Radar 
Days, which is concerned with 
the development of the 
weapon's airborne variety. It is 
a volume which must stand as 
one of the most authoritative 
works on the subject, for its 
author ;s Dr D. G. (Taffy) 
Bowen, the father of airborne 
radar" and one of the scientists 
who worked with Wat 


n the 


of tl 

ning systi 


i first 


inscribed as 
rmper" and 


-i the lesson; of the First 
War, as we . a; the Royal 
up-to-date experience 
ivet tw. fight- 


Exploits 

of the 

boats 

that 

never 

were! 


MEMBERS of Viscount Slim s 14th 
Arrry or.ee fe - tha ’hey were The 
Forgotten Army’ . and members 
of the six MT6 flotillas which took 
part in the Burma campaign still 
regard themselves as "The Forgot¬ 
ten Navy". 

Now a group of surviving officers 
have taken matters Into their own 
hands by writ.ng and publishing an 
account of the deeds o .he smai craft 

From Tromboy to Chengi . . . TTh 
S tory of Arakat Coasta Forces is a 
subject about which amos; nothing 
has been previously written, say the- 
authors. 

But their book is packeC with infor¬ 
mation about the Forgotten Navy, 
proceeds being shared between 
research and printing costs and the 
Arakan Coastal Forces Reunion Fund. 

A leading light in the venture, former 
eiectrical officer Tony Goulden, says 
that the exploits of the Royal Indian 
Navy force was sparsely covered even 
by Admiralty records. 


From Trombov to Changi . . .is 

available at £11.50 from Mr. O A 
Gouldcr. Quarry House. Stoke H 
Stoke. Andover. Hants. 

The Escape from Singapore by R:ehan! 
Gough, published by William Kimhc \ 
price £12.95. 


He told Navy News: The highly 
successful exploits of (he five Burmr 
RNVR Thornycrofts In 1942 cou'd 
hardly have beer previously acknow 
edged because according to 
Admiralty records they were ai *des 
troyed incomplete at Rangoon. 

However, in t945 they were still in 
action in the 55th Fairmiie Flotiila of 
the RiN under Capt. John Ryland, 
Captain Coastal Forces (Eastern 
Theatre). 

The little fleet grew to six flotillas 
and for more than three years operated 
effectively against the Japanese. At the 
end of the war the force had the 


satisfaction of knowing tha: some of 
its craft were among the first A'i ied 
vesse t :o re-er .er S rgapore. 

When the island had fallen jusi over 
three years before, the cost In civilian 
and Service : ves had been enormous: 
many hat beer, k ed and thousands 
captured by the invading Japanese. 

However, many more may have 
perished had it not beer, tor the efforts 
of a smai group of men led by a Roya 
Marines colonel who worked frantlca ly 
to secure the escape, o? as many 
soldiers as possible. 

The members of Col. Alar. Warren’s 
secret uni established an unofficial 
escape route that involved an 
arrangement with the Dutch, whereby 
fugitives were moved across Sumatra 
to the port ot Padang from whence 
they were evacuated. 

Richard Gough's book 77te Escape 
from Singapore tells the story of the 
unit and the men they helped to save, 
and contains a record of the fate of the 
vessels which took part in the cam¬ 
paign and evacuation. 



Neptune Fine Arts 
effer you the 
opportunity to 
acquire this 
Limited Edition 

print — there are < ■ . . 

only 750 — so . Hg" 

send your order 

TODAY ^ • 

by the artist 

JOHN HAMILTON 

THE SWORDFISH ATTACK May 26th 1941 by John Hamilton 

This fine reproduction by the marine artist John 
Hamilton depicts the crippling of the German 
battleship Bismarck by Fleet Air Arm aircraft from 
H.M.S. Ark Royal on May 26 1941. 

FULL colour . . . accurate detail. 


To: NEPTUNE FINE ARTS, 1 ACREMAN STREET, 
SHERBORNE, DORSET DT9 3NV 


Please send me post free.print of THE SWORDFISH ATTACK by artist John 

Hamilton. I enclose my cheque / postal order for £16.75p (postage paid to UK and 
BPFO only). Usual money back guarantee. Allow 21 days for delivery. 


NAME 


The original painting hangs in the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum at Yeovilton 
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MAELSTROM ORDEAL OF 'LUCKY JERVIS' 


HMS JERVIS was one of the most 
active destroyers to wear the 
White Ensign during the Second 
World War. But, according to 
author G. G. Connell, her Illustri¬ 
ous career Is surprisingly little- 
known. 


Mediterranean Maelstrom, a history 
of the ship and an account of the 
wartime adventures of the 14th Flotil¬ 


la, which she led. 

Mr Connell's action-packed story 
uses first-hand accounts to record 
the achievements of the ship, one of 
only three vessels In the Fleet to be 
awarded as many as 13 Battle Hon¬ 
ours during Hitler's war. 

His Interviews of former members 
of the ship's company have reaped 
rich and compelling narratives which 
provide the reader with a valuable 
insight Into what It was like to serve 


In a destroyer of the time. 

Here, for Instance, the Jervis Is 
under Intensive air attack on the 
night of August 6, 1943 In Blzerta 
Harbour: 

“Bombs fell ahead and close down 
the starboard side, causing Jervis to 
leap and writhe with grotesque con¬ 
vulsions In time with the underwater 
explosions. 

"Within the ship, messdecks were 
thrown Into black-out confusion; 


mess tables collapsed and men 
sleeping on them crashed on to 
others sleeping below, and from 
slung hammocks above, occupants 
were tossed out to fall Into the 
shambles of broken tables, stools, 
bedding and struggling shipmates; it 
was a maelstrom of darkness pierced 
only by dim emergency lighting. 
Overhead, No. 2 mounting crashed 
into life, adding to the nightmare." 

That could have been the descrip¬ 


tion of the Interior of a mortally 
damaged ship, but In the attack — 
which lasted for 90 minutes — the 
Jervis escaped with only minor 
damage and no casualties. 

It was narrow squeaks of that kind 
that earned for the ship the title 
“Lucky Jervis" — and the undying 
affection of her men. 

“Mediterranean Maelstrom" is pub¬ 
lished by William Klmber, price 
El 2.95. 


Type 23: The ship that 


'just groWed 7 


DIFFICULTIES of cutting the cost of military equip¬ 
ment without losing capability is demonstrated in the 
new Type 23 frigate design, according to naval expert 
Eric J. Grove. 



Encyclopaedia of the Modern 
Royal Navy by Paul Beaver, 
published by Patrick Stephens 
Ltd. at £19.95. Third edition of 
this comprehensive guide to the 
Service, its ships and equip¬ 
ment. In this up-dated volume, 
the author deals with the steady 
re-fitting and re-equipment 
which has taken place since the 
Falklands War. 

Ships of the Victorian Nary by 
Conrad Dixon, published by 
Ashford Press Publishing in 
association with the Society for 
Nautical Research (price £8.95). 
Focus of this soft-back volume 
a series of fine colour prin 
rich M 


of ships of the time, which Mr. 
Dixon complements with tech¬ 
nical and historical information. 


Signals and Instructions 1779. 

Reprinted booklet brought to us 
by Mr. Bill Lceson, 5 St 
Agncll's Lane Cottages, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts HP2 7HJ. It 
is a companion to his earlier 
reproduction, "Sailing and 
Fighting Instructions 1775." 
Copies arc available from Mr. 
Lceson, price £2.50 plus 25p 
postage for a 31-page A5-size 
volume. 

The Automated Battlefield by 
Frank Barnaby, published by 
Oxford University Press, price 
,, *•-*- *--■ -of th- 


Mr. Grove, a former 
deputy head of Strategic 
Studies at Britannia Royal 
Naval College, Dartmouth, 
refers to the dilemma in 
Vanguard to Trident — 
British Naval Policy Since 
World War II. 

The original Outline Staff 
Target of 1981 had specified a 
£70-million ship — "little more 
than a tug for a towed-array 
sonar, and a platform for a large 
ASW helicopter to prosecute 
contacts.” 

But: the second gas turbine 
was first removed and then 
replaced; a hangar was added, 
and so was an extra Seawolf 
tracking radar; the ship's length 
was steadily increased; the re¬ 
quirement to land Sea Kings as 
well as the projected EH-101 
helicopter increased it still 

Falklands experience, writes 
Mr. Grove, seemed to dictate 
further alterations to reduce fire 
and smoke hazards, and to 
improve damage control. A gun 
was added and a renewed desire 
to add some "stretch" potential 



increased length to the maxi¬ 
mum that could be accommo¬ 
dated in the Devonport frigate 
complex. 

Results of the changes was a 
£110-million ship — an expen¬ 
sive and highly capable vessel 
which, like Topsy, "just 
growed". 

“If this level of capability was 


required, then there was little 
alternative to a high cost level, 
but the Naval Staff could take 
some pride in the significant 
savings in both money and 
manpower that the ship would 
still achieve. Despite its 
increased price, a 23 would cost 
almost 25 per cent less than a 
basically equivalent Type 22." 


"Vanguard to Trident" i 


published by The Bodley Head, 
price £30, and is a comprehen¬ 
sive review of the events and 
reasoning which has moulded 
and changed Britain's naval 
course from the lessons of the 
Second World War to the 
lessons of the Falklands and 
beyond. 


The heat's on for Burt 


£4.95. Soft-back version < 
book published last year and 
which deals with the influence 
of new technology on modem 


Guns of the Elite — Special 
Forces Firearms, 1940 to the 
Present by George Markham, 
published by Arms and Armour 
Press, price £13. Comprehen¬ 
sive guide, illustrated by photo¬ 
graphs and technical drawings, 
to a wide range of weapons, 
mostly automatic. 

Few Survived — a History of 
Submarine Disasters by Edwyn 
Gray, published by Futura, 
price £3.95. Soft-back version of 


a book first published last year. 



BOOK FAIR 


0ct( 

it the 




RNASYaonkon JuBofllhe A303 


A THRILLER, a drama and 
five comedies make up 
this month's batch of 
16mm releases by the 
Royal Naval Film 
Corporation. 

Hoot tells of a day in the life 
of Nick Escalante, citizen of 
Las Vegas, who scratches a 
precarious living by hiring 
himself out as a bodyguard, 
escorting heavy spenders to 
and from the gaming tables 
to which he Is himself 
disastrously addicted. 

Nick Is super-tough (well, 
of course — he’s played by 
Burt Reynolds) but a softy at 
heart. "I don't enjoy 
violence," he explains. “I'm 
just good at It" During the 
course of his day, he experi¬ 
ences mixed fortune at the 
blackjack table, helps out an 
old girl friend and Incurs the 
wrath of a psychotic 
racketeer. 

The script Is by William 
Goldman, author of “Butch 
Cassidy", and "Marathon 
Man," and from the opening 
scene — which neatly leads 
us straight up the garden 
path — the film is notable for 
its Invention and sheer 
upredlctability. 

Like several other Burt 
Reynolds movies recently, 
this one was given no thea¬ 
trical release In the UK — a 
mystifying neglect Catch It 
when you can. 

Children of a Lesser God Is 
an adaptation of the stage hit 


about a deaf girt, sulking 
through a life of glum pro¬ 
miscuity, who Is shaken out 
of the doldrums by her affair 
with a teacher. Nothing sen¬ 
timental In the treatment of 
what could have been, In the 
wrong hands, a dangerously 
soppy tale. 

It's typical of the film's 
straight-forward approach 
that all the deaf characters 
are played by deaf actors and 
actresses, notably Marlee 


SCREEN 
SCENE 
by Bob 
Baker 


Matlin as the heroine, who 
has the sort of looks that are 
liable to make a man turn 
suddenly very thoughtful, 
and the sort of skills that won 
her the Best Actress Oscar 
earlier this year. 

First In our comic quintet Is 
That's Ufa! which begins with 
Julie Andrews undergoing a 
biopsy and then follows the 
next 48 hours as, keeping the 
situation to herself, she waits 
for the results. 

Jack Lemmon co-stars as 
her husband, terror-stricken 
by the approach of hla 60th 
birthday and liable to be 
engulfed at any moment by 
great waves of hypochondria. 


Not much scope there for 
laughs. It might be supposed, 
except that the film was made 
by Blake Edwards, whose 
sense of humour has yet to 
be defeated by any subject 
under the sun. 

Of course, there are 
serious moments but mostly 
the film Is notable for finding 
humour In the unllkelleat cir¬ 
cumstances. From the sup¬ 
porting cast Sally Kellerman 
Is striking as a self-absorbed 
neighbour who, In a neat 
character twist la the only 
one to notice that the Julie 
Andrews character is in such 
distress. 

She turns up again In Back 
to School as a college tutor 
faced with the task of in¬ 
structing one Thornton 
Melon, a middle-aged self- 
made zllllonalre belatedly 
catching up on his education. 

Melon Is played by Rodney 
Dangerfield, a comedian who 
has so far made little Impact 
on this side of the Atlantic. 
His character is basically that 
of a loud-mouthed slob with a 
heart of gold — not particu¬ 
larly lovable but often very 
funny Indeed. 

The Secret of My Success 
shows how a zllllonalre goes 
about getting self-made. 
Michael J. Fox Is a poor 
country boy In the big city 
who, by hla wits, ambition, 
energy and sheer cheek 
rapidly seta the business 
world on Its ear. The film 
partakes of the same 


qualities as Its leading char¬ 
acter — although It needs all 
of Mr. Fox's pint-sized charm 
to make such a nervy young 
go-getter an acceptable hero. 

As a spoof remake of "The 
Magnificent Seven," 3 Amigos 
stars Steve Martin, Chevy 
Chase and Martin Short, 
making up a trio who just 
about qualify as The Thread¬ 
bare Three, or possibly The 
Tame Bunch. 


Heroic duck 


Warship 

archive 


video 


launched 


FILM which has never 
before been viewed by the 
public is included in a re¬ 
markable video album which 
portrays Battleship at War 
1941*42. 

Collected and edited by 
Roland R. Smith, the 60-minute 
tape shows unique archive film 
of such ships as the Prince of 
Wales, King George V, Anson, 
Duke of York, Hood, Repulse 
and many more. 

The video is the result of a 
one-man operation by Mr. 
Smith, who approached the 
Trustees of the Imperial War 
Museum, "determined to do 
something about this archive 
film languishing in the timeless 
vaults of eternity." 


Absorbing 

On agreeing to pay royalties, 
he was allowed to formulate a 
programme from the wealth of 
virtually unviewed footage. 
Working in his living-room, he 
edited sequences ana even pro¬ 
vided skilfully-recorded sound 
effects, to produce an absorbing 
documentary — including a fas¬ 
cinating ten-minute sequence 
relating to life on board King 
George V. 

Providing Mr. Smith's video 
is well received, he intends to 
complete more programmes, 
including a cassette entitled 
"Britannia Goes to War", 
which will feature most types of 
warships which saw service dur¬ 
ing the Second World War. 

"Batleship at War" is avail¬ 
able from Naval Video Time 
Capsules, PO Box 200, Wem¬ 
bley, Middlesex HA9 9XT, 
price £19.95 plus £1.95 postage 
and packing. State VHS or 
Betamax and make cheques or 
postal orders payable to Naval 
Videos. 


Faced with the task of 
saving a Mexican village from 
the ravages of a ruthless 
bandit, their Immediate reac¬ 
tion Is to ride swiftly In the 
opposite direction. But their 
sense of duty, and of 
cinematic conventions catch 
up with them ... x 

There’s a marvellous scene 
where they sit around the 
prairie campfire and croon an 
old Western song In which 
their horses and even a 
passing tortoise join in. No 
ducks though. 

That’s left to a peculiar 
number presently entitled A 
New Breed of Hero but which 
was released Initially In the 
US as Howard the Duck. 
Howard, a citizen of 
Duckworid, la mysteriously 
teleported across the galaxy 
to the planet Earth, where the 
difficulties encountered by a 
five-foot talking duck can be 
well Imagined. Or possibly 
they cant 


Worth waiting for 
A OUR SUPERB 
p BOOK AT A 


REALISTIC PRICE 
R by 

I JOHN WINTON 


£5.95 


DONT GO NEAR THE 
COAST THIS SUMMER 
WITHOUT A COPY OF 
BRITISH WARSHIPS 
AND AUXILIARIES 
£4.50 


Our prices include p&p 

ORDER TODAY 


MARITIME BOOKS 
Lodge Hill, 
Uskeard PL14 4EL 
Telephone 0579 43663 
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REUNIONS 


especial ex-AB George Gomnge. wno was 


a Contact PO (SCO) R J Moore 
well Onve. Loughborough. Latcs 
< (tel Loughborough 266164) 


Tom Bnryjie. who tell ' The League m IS 
to fO<n the Seatorth Highlanders Any reai 

Pete/'woodhouse. 30 Whittington Str" 


HMS Raleigh: AB Dickie Tango Scon. 
HMS Raleigh. January 1947. last known m 
the Brighton area. >s being sought by Mr G 
W Chapman of 26. LmdfiekJ Estate North. 


Good .tie Gardens. TiJehurst. Read 
shire RG6 3SZ is looking for okl ! 

wore all petty officers They are Bn 
marned to Margaret. Derek (V 


— New refits 
^ pioneered 
PJ Brilliantly! 

’p^TomSH? HMS BRILLIANT has become the first ship to begin refit 
rSo Happi under the new programme for the latest Royal Navy frigates 
'1™ M?«no and destroyers. She entered the frigate refit complex at 
on Podsmoom Devonport on July 17. 

Under the new scheme, ships 
on ooanfHMS wil1 rcmain fully manned for 
eon. oct 24 6 their first and third refits, last- 
Detaiis irom E ing 40 and 30 weeks rcspcc- 
w*rr«n Straat tively. They will be unmanned 
»on board hms for their 70-week, mid-life refit 
amas Embank- which will take place at the 


Ganges. 

Hli 702 LCP(L) Flotilla based at HMS 
Tofmantor 1942-45 F. C. (Frank) Mliar and 

Cnestnut Way. Repton. Derby DE6 6F& 


^MS Havelock: Bogey Knight. Ben 

from Jimmy James. Spud Gardner. Jock 
Campbell. Jack Kibble. Joe Simms and All 


Kmgbt RASC (retd). 33 Mulberry Tree 
Close. Bridgwater. Somerset TA6 4EG (lei 
Bnogwator 456986) CapL Knight, who was 
known to his fellow prisoners as Rudy 
Knight of the Wall of Death". Is hoping to 
organise a reunion In addition. Mrs Edrth 
Churchloy. 42 Barton Court Tewkesbury 


Memonal. Plymouth Ho- 


Dagenham. Esses RM10 BSA 

Old llluatrlana Association AGM at tl 
Royal Sailors Home Club. Portsmouth. 6 : 


Although in refit, the Bril¬ 
liant is due to become leader of 
the Second Frigate Squadron in 
October. 

Directorate 
for NITSS? 


logy should be managed by a 
new Directorate of Naval In¬ 
formation Systems, it is now 
proposed following the final 
report of the Naval Information 
Technology Strategy Study 
(NITSS). 


£2,000 for 
Murray Home 


realising a major redevelopment 
plan when £2,000 was handed 
over by the Flag Officer Scot¬ 
land and Northern Ireland, 
Vice-Admiral Sir George 
Vallings. 

The money, from FOSNI's 
Charity Fund, goes towards a 
£320,000 redevelopment which 
will provide improved accom¬ 
modation for the home's 24 
residents. 

RSU march 
for gold 

AWARD for the best turned- 
out regular naval team in the 
Royal Military Police and City 






































































































POHTKIL BAY 
KILCREGGAN. SCOTLAND 


RNA, RNPS, RMA 
WALL PLAQUES 

FmsI tvtuu* 0MjMu»y h*oa-e«»llefl 0 " 


variety of stalls. 

Members of Bodmin chose 
piratical gear and ran a "grog" 
stall from 1100 to 1430. The 
"grog", donated by Shipmate 
Eddie Connolly and blended by 


DONATIONS. COVENANTS. 
LEGACIES GLADLY RECEIVED. 

THE SAILORS* CHILDREN'S 


Bill plays on 


to the tune 


of £640 .. . 


iiuOYAL IUava i ZAassociatioh 


OVER 300 CHILDREN 
NEED OUR SUPPORT 
We need yours ... 
The 

SAILORS’ 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

has been helping the children ot 
British Seamen, orphaned or leh in 
need since 1821 , by means ot 
financial support to widows at home 
and through residential care 
Lonely aged seafarers or the r widows 


The Royal Sailors’ Home Club 

Queen Street, Portsmouth 


ucai. raising mure man 1.120 for 

A pig roast was the method 
chosen by Shipmate Derek 
"Butty" Brain, of Stratford- 


SO HELP US TO 
HELP THEM 


LUTON and Dunstable club 
was alive with the sound of 
music as Shipmate Bill 
Coomber, in a 24-hour 
piano marathon, played 
1,217 tunes to raise funds for 
charity. 

If the effort left him with sore 
fingers the pain was worth the 
reward — over £640 being 
raised — and there are hopes 
that his musical feat will make 
the Guinness Book of Records. 

During the marathon. Bill 
took five-minute breaks every 
hour, when he was sustained by 
tea and sandwiches provided by 
the ladies' section. To mark his 
achievement he was presented 
with a musical piano box by 
Octave of Dunstable, who 
loaned him an electrical digital 
piano for the marathon. 


Wear’s luck 


To be made redundant at the 
age of 43 need not necessarily 
lead to unemployment, as ex- 
PO Shipmate Barrie Knox of 
Wear branch found out when 
his job folded at the local 
glassworks. 

The setback inspired him to 
enrol on a two-year model¬ 
making course at Sunderland 
Polytechnic and the result is 
that he is now employed as a 
model-maker in the Architects 
Department of Gateshead 
Municipal Borough Council. 

His change of fortune also 
benefited Wear branch who 
now have a superb 54 in. model 
of the ill-fated battle cruiser, 
HMS Hood, on display in their 
headquarters (see picture). 

The model, presented by Bar¬ 
rie, took him six months to 
complete> 

More good news is that the 
Kevin Tomlinson appeal, 
launched by the branch, raised 
£1,048. The branch send their 
thanks to all who generously 
supported the appeal. 

A day of non-stop rain failed 
to dampen enthusiasm for a 
concert by the band of the 
Royal Marines, Rag Officer 
Scotland and Northern Ireland, 
sponsored by Kendal branch. Its 
success can be measured by the 
fact that it attracted an audience 


Liskeard cricketers 


put out 


ceremony was led by the band 
of Eastbourne Sea Cadet Unit, 
with the salute being taken by 
the Mayor. Afterwards, at a 
reception the golden jubilee 
certificate was presented to the 
branch president. Shipmate 
Lieut.-Cdr. S. G. Bradford 
RNVR, by Mr. Gow. 

If there were a few language 
problems when Liverpool enter¬ 
tained a party of German oppos 
from the Cologne Naval Club, 
communication was greatly im¬ 
proved after one or two tots, 
resulting in an enjoyable 
evening. 

Members of Gravesend 
fielded a team against one from 
HMS Ark Royal when the ship 
visited London and after the 
match enjoyed a get-together. 
Officers of the branch also had 
an opportunity to visit the ship, 
and a visit to Aldenham branch 
by members was also enjoyed. 

Memorable 

A visit to HMS Ark Royal 
also made a memorable outing 
for members of Sidcup branch. 
An enjoyable afternoon on 
board included a tour of the 
ship and a briefing on the Ark’s 
capability and technology. 

After days of rain the sun 
shone and a large crowd of 
spectators turned out to witness 
the marchpast following the 
dedication of Bury St Edmunds 
standard on June 21. St Mary's 
Church was packed for the 
service, conducted by Canon 
Michael J. Walker and attended 
by the Mayor and Mayoress of 
St Edmundsbury and Sir Eldon 
Griffiths MP. 


COTTAGE/FLATLET 

OFFER 

King Wiliam IV Naval Foundation has 
an untumohed cottaga flatlet at 
Souttwrick. Hants, lor a widow or 
orphaned dauahter o! an RN.RM officer 


To music by Bury St 
Edmunds Unit of the Sea Cadet 
Corps, commanded by 
Lieut.-Cdr. M. J. Mison RNR, 
the newly-dedicated standard 
with those from many other 
branches and other ex-service 
organisations were paraded. 
The Last Post was sounded by 
buglers of the Dunkirk Vet¬ 
erans’ Association, with whom 
the branch has a close 
relationship. 

In recognition of his service in 
founding Clacton-on-Sea and its 
subsequent commissioning. 
Shipmate George Evendon, the 
branch chairman, was elected 
president. He is replaced as 
chairman by Shipmate Nick 
Carter. 

Members of Hillmorton dedi¬ 
cated their standard on June 27 
within four months of the com¬ 
missioning which they suspect 
must be a record. If not they 
would like to hear from any 
branch which achieved this 
milestone in quicker time! 

The service of dedication was 
well attended and at the parade 
which followed, led by the band 
of TS Coventry, 22 standards 
representing branches through¬ 
out No. 8 Area were displayed. 
The salute was taken by Rear 
Admiral R. C. P. Wainwright. 

There was great support for 
the laying-up of Coventry 
branch standard and the dedica¬ 
tion of the new, on June 7. The 
service in Holy Trinity Church 
was attended by 400 shipmates, 
and at the parade which fol¬ 
lowed 30 standards were * dis¬ 
played. The salute was taken by 
Capt. Jim Rayner, General 
Secretary. 


/M JS 


I RNA SWEATERS I 


REE branch name. 21-day deliver) 

ENSIGN MOTIFS' 


When shipmates of Liskeard took on the local part-time firemen for a friendly game of cricket 
— and lost — It did not prevent the teams celebrating together after the match In the Royal 
British Legion Club. Station Officer John Knight (extreme left), captained the ftremen’a team 
and Doug Stacey, third from right (standing) skipped Liskeard RNA. 

Picture: Hey Roberts 


upon-Avon, to raise funds for 
the Ernie Pope Fund and the 
local Sea Cadets. The taste of 
roast pork attracted many 
takers, raising a total of £240. 

Celebrations to mark the 
tenth anniversary of the com¬ 
missioning of Durham was 
tinged with sadness due to the 
untimely death of founder 
member. Shipmate Lieut.-Cdr. 
Albert Ironside RNR. The 
anniversary was, however, 
marked by a small sherry recep- 

ccremoniously cut by the branch 
president. Shipmate John 

A stall manned by members 
of Leighton-Linslade at the local 
schools gala day raised £116 for 
the adopted charity of the 
branch and gave rise to many 
inquiries about the association. 

At an extraordinary meeting 
of the branch Shipmate George 
Francis was elected chairman 
and Shipmate Charlie Waples 
vice-chairman, to replace the 
existing officers, who resigned. 

Nine members of the branch 
enjoyed an outing to Broad- 
lands, followed by a very enter- , 
taining evening at Portsmouth 
club, for which they send their 

• Thanks to the efforts of 
Shipmate Ernie Woodford of 
Hemel Hempstead, who put 
pressure on members at the 
monthly meeting of the branch 
to dig in their pockets, a £100 
cheque was raised towards the 
cost of a body scanner in the 
local hospital. 

Branches from all over the 


Midlands were represented at 
the dedication of Birmingham 
(Sheldon) standard, resulting in 
an impressive parade of 500 
shipmates, led by the band of 
the Royal Marines Commando 
Forces. 

After the service in St Giles 
parish church, conducted by the 
Rev. G. Herbert, the salute at 
the march past was taken by 
Lieut.-Cdr. B. Boxall-Hunt, of 
HMS Birmingham. 

The ceremonies over, ship¬ 
mates and guests enjoyed a 
reception at branch head¬ 
quarters when the occasion was 
toasted in traditional style with 

The branch thanks all who 
gave their support — members 
of the crew of HMS Birming¬ 
ham; the Sea Cadet Corps; and 
the sub-committee which organ¬ 
ised the day’s events. 


York visit 


The eagerly-awaited visit of 
HMS York to Hull by members 
of York branch led to some 
disappointment due to the lack 
of representation by the branch 
in the programme of events 
organised by the civic authori¬ 
ties of the City of York. 

However, a few members 
were invited to pay a visit to the 
ship, which they greatly 
enjoyed, and the hospitality 
received was later returned 
when members of the CPOs’ 
and POs’ Mess of York were 
entertained by the branch and 
some real friendships were 
forged. 

• While a greater representa¬ 
tion from branches would have 
been more gratifying to the 
organisers of the annual Area 
standard-bearers’ competition, 
hosted by York, the result was a 
very enjoyable day. Winner of 


the seniors competition was 
Shipmate Eddie Smith, of 
Harrogate, with Shipmate Tony 
Crossfield, of York, the runner- 
up. Shipmate Ron Smith, of 
Halifax, won the novices’ com¬ 
petition with Shipmate Paul 
Smith, of York, a close runner- 
up. 


The Rame Peninsula branch is 
in the process of being formed 
and those interested may like to 
attend the branch meetings, 
held on the first Wednesday of 
the month at the Devon and 
Cornwall Inn, 1, West Street, 
Millbrook, near Torpoint, 
Cornwall. A commissioning day 
may be held in October. 


When Eastbourne first com¬ 
missioned members met in a 
tavern — and the funds 
amounted to 21 shillings. On 
July 16, when the branch cele¬ 
brated its golden jubilee, there 
was a lot of celebrate — includ¬ 
ing a membership today of over 


The 50th anniversary was 
marked with a service of 
thanksgiving in Christ Church, 
Seaside, attended by shipmates 
representing branches in No. 3 
Area, and friends, the principal 
guests being the Mayor, and 
Mr. Ian Gow MP and his wife. 

The parade following the 


WEARS 

MODEL 

Shipmate* Barrie 
Knox (left) and Jack 
Ellla, of Wear branch, 
view Barrie’s model 
of HMS Hood on dis¬ 
play at their club (see 
story In Branch 


BRANCH 

NEWS 
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ACCOMMODATION AND MISCELLANEOUS 



3i\oml jfltrt Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 0752 562723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on 
each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members who 
may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very competi¬ 
tive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions, 
Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal facility. 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 



PLYMOUTH 

Always a warm we/coma at 

THE KILDARE 

82 North Road East 
Telephone Plymouth (0752) 29375 
AA APPROVED 

Comfortable, attractive, well appointed 
rooms (single, double, twin or famly). 
Rooms with private showers also 
available. with lung-sire Eng*sh 

Tea and coffee making facilities in 
COLOUR TV 

FULL CENTRAL HEATING 
Very oonveniently situated for Railway 
Station, City Centre, and within easy 


HARBOUR VIEW 

4 Antony Road. Torpolnt. Cornwall 

TELEPHONE 0752 814705 



TORPOINT, CORNWALL 

Tataphona Plymouth (0753) 114414 

Kenian Guest House 

70 Wellington Street 





ISLE OF WIGHT. SANDOWN 

MAY DENE 
GUEST HOUSE 

George Street (0983) 402650 


YEOVILTON 

IVELCHESTER HOTEL 

llchester, Somerset 

Family run Licensed Hotel and 
Restaurant near RfsIAS. 
Yeovilton 



SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road. Southsea 


( C BA^TLEY LCfDCjE HOTEL 

( 0uinain,^N^Torest,SoutbanrptmSO^2N c K^ 

I T^rvations and Enquiries (0703) 812.248 

Gracious Georgian country House bulls in 1759 (Grade 11 Listed) set in superb grounds 
oierlooking the beauaful Sew Forest. 

Enjoy country house cuisine, complimented by crystal chandeliers, candlelight, and oak 

Outdoor swimming pool, croquet lawn, with golf and riding close by. 

All bedrooms are en-suue with colour TV, some having four-poster and canopied beds. 
Rates from £24.50 per person including breakfast and VAT 
Dinner £11.95 including three-course, coffee, and VAT 
) Weekly rates from £169 per person including breakfast, dinner and VAT 
WE ARE SOW TAKISG BOOKISGS FOR OUR CHRISTMAS 
) THREE-DAY RESIDENTIAL COUNTRY HOUSE PARTY 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

30 Hampshire Terrace - Portsmouth POI 2PF 

Close to H H. Dockyard and Barracks. Portsmouth railway and bus 
stations. Wetl appointed rooms with double glazing, full central heating, hie 
handbasins, electric fires, fitted carpets, modem divan beds Colour 
television lounge, own keys, car park. No restrictions. Full English 
breakfast 

Single rooms with breakfast from £10 

Double rooms with breakfast_......._...from £17 

Double with private shower.£18 

Telephone Portsmouth 823522 


THE HOMELEA HOTEL 



ALOUETTE HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

Self-catering, week-end or short stay holidays available in 
fully equipped apartments. Own colour TV, cooker, fridge, 
etc., all bedding provided. 3 minutes sea and shops 
Friday to Monday £13.50 per person 
Monday to Friday £17.00 per person 

Weekly terms on application Minimum charge 2 persons 

S.A.E. please giving JOHN RALFE 

dates and numbers 50, Llndley Avenue. Southsea P04 9NU 

TELEPHONE PORTSMOUTH (0705) 832132 



ROYAL SAILORS’ HOME CLUB, PORTSMOUTH 

” ‘ I HM Naval Base) offers excellent 






heating, seafront position. No 
restrictions 

Discount allowed lor Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


ABINGDON COURT 
HOTEL Licensed 
WELCOMES THE ROYAL NAVY 


BEMBELL COURT HOTEL 

Licensed 

BED AND BREAKFAST £12 NIGHTLY INCLUDING VAT 
10'* discount fur R.VRM and fjmilicv Very early breakfast*, tf required Evening mcah 




V _51 WAVERLEY ROAD, 

V ACROSS SOUTHSEA, HAMPSHIRE P05 2PJ 

Telephone 

^ PORTSMOUTH (0705) 828325 

John and Ann Baker welcome you to their friendly guest 
house, where John is a charter fisherman and takes out 
people deep sea and shark fishing. 

OPEN ALL YEAR • CAR PARK ON PREMISES • PUBLIC PHONE • 
COLOUR TV + COFFEE * TEA IN ALL ROOMS • CENTRAL HEATING 
• DOUBLE GLAZED • OWN KEYS • NO RESTRICTIONS 






































































































































































PROPERTY, REMOVALS AND MISCELLANEOUS 


NAVY NEWS, SEPTEMBER 1 



SOUTHERN 

SELF-DRIVE 

LIMITED 


FIESTAS - NOVAS - ASTRAS 
SIERRAS - CAVALIERS 
VANS, TRUCKS & 
MINI-BUSES FROM 


DAILY 3 DAYS WEEKLY 

(200 free miles) (600 free miles) (unlimited mileage) 


I (200 tree miles) (ouu rree miles) (unlimited mileage 

n Whiteheads £11 £24 £55 


A Member of Martlet Properly Services pic 


All at sea with your Property problems? I 


... then Whiteheads may smooth your passage. 

Residential, Agricultural & Commercial Property Services 
Poftsmoulh (0705) 668811 Southsea (0705) 820701 
Drayton (0705) 374648 Lee-on-the-Solen! (0705) 550113 
Gosport (0705) 587821 Fareham (0329) 285555 

also at Bitterne Havant and Hay ling Island 
Park Gate Southampton Totton Waterlooville 


PORTSMOUTH 170 London Road 696215 & 663547 

PORTSMOUTH Burrflelds Road 662103 & 660883 

GOSPORT Mumby Road 586364 & 525325 

HAVANT 146 West Street 475386 4 452445 

PORTCHESTER Castle Trading Estate 377963 4 370053 
Radios in all cars. A.A. cover included. Insurance and VAT extra 



MADDOCKS & DICK LTD. 

lUROPE'S LEADING SPECIALISTS Ol 
Company, Sport, Social Club*. School and Old Boys 

HAVE YOU GOT A CLUB TIE? 


1 you hav-nt ■ d-tign our Art D-partm-nt will obflg* fr— of charge and 
lubmlt aampie Ilea, ate., without any obligation 
*ura Scottish wool embroiderad pullover* 

Sold and Silver wire or allk badgee. Alao ledlea' aquaraa and ecarvea 

231 Canongate, Royal Mile, Edinburgh EH8 8BJ 
Telephone 031-556 6012 (4 lines) 
Established 1949 


TANKARDS 

Goblets. Flasks and Tankards 
engraved with ship's badge 
from £5.65 (plus VAT) 

Quantity discounts available 
“Quality Guaranteed" 
CORIVO PRODUCTS 
190A ROCKINGHAM ST 
SHEFFIELD SI 4ED 
Telephone 754168 


midland works 

14-20 SIDNEY STREET 
SHEmELD SI 4RH 0742-12 


BUILD BIG 
MUSCLES FASTI 


WHEN REPLYING 
TO AN 

ADVERTISEMENT 
PLEASE MENTION 
NAVY NEWS 


DIRECT PEWTER SUPPLIES 

vk Manufacturers of 

Pewter Tankards. Trophies. 
Goblets. Hip Flasks 

I'E Pint Tankards Engraved 
WI With Ships Badge/Crest 

FROM £5+VAT 

DIRECT PEWTER SUPPLIES 
^ 72 PRINCESS STREET 
SHEFFIELD S4 7UW 

Send for Free Catalogue Telephone (0742) 700573 


URTISS 


A HOUSEHTMJ) WORD 
FOR REMOVALS 

We’ve been moving the Navy for years - 
around the U K and across the World 
And apart from the regular European road 
removals. Curtiss also offer packing, 
shipping and palletised container storage 
So for a complete service, contact the 
household word for removals-Curtiss. 

Curtiss & Sons Ltd., 63 Marmion Road 
Portsmouth (0705) 821515 

and 

North Road, Lee Mill Ind. Estate, 
Ivybridge Plymouth (0752) 896594 

Branches throughout England, Scotland 
and Channel Islands 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

Hand painted on wood base 6" x T 

£13.65 + 60p UK postage 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10. 25. 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SFECIAL 



NOTICE TO READERS 


The publishers of Navy News cannot accept respon¬ 
sibility for the accuracy of any advertisements or for 
any losses suffered by any readers as a result. 
Readers are strongly recommended to make their 
own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, 
legal and financial advice before sending any money 
or entering into any legally binding agreement. 


ZIPPO LIGHTERS 

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH YOUR SHIP'S CREST 
THE ORIGINAL PETROL 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES <N) 
9 PARK STREET, 
LONDON SE1 9AB 
Tel: 01-403 3983 

Medals — full size and 
miniature, mounted for wear. 
Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
■ and heraldic wall plaques. 


“Two of the world’s most original nautical gifts” 

Perfect for awards, mementos, or that very special message 

torn. Lighter %- 



WINDPROOF LIGHTERS 

I’Y GUARANTEED FOR LIFE OR 

., REPAIRED FREE OF 

1 if/' ^ CHARGE 

^MINIMUM ENGRAVED ORDER 

m 50 

|, Also available, lighters with 
WgSfeV White Ensign. RNA Crest. 

Coastguard Crest — no 
minimum order requirement 
For lull details complete the coupon below and send to: 


W. A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD 
36 HERTFORD STREET, LONDON W1 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters 
engraved with my ship's crest 
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EDUCATION 


EMBLEY PARK SCHOOL 

Romsey, Hampshire S051 6ZE — Telephone (0794) 512206 

INDEPENDENT BOYS’ SCHOOL 
FOR BOARDERS AND DAY BOYS Aged 11-18 
Good general education in small friendly school. 

Good facilities for sport and Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme. 
Some Service Bursaries available. 

For prospectus apply to the Headmaster 


MOYLES COURT SCHOOL 

RINGWOOD — HAMPSHIRE 

A co-educational I.A.P.S. School for children aged 3-12 with 
boarding facilities from the age of 6. Situated on the edge of the 
New Forest with lovely grounds, the fine 17th Century house 
offers a warm and friendly atmosphere. Modem teaching block 
offers facilities for small classes with individual tuition. 
TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE SERVICE DISCOUNTS 
Escorted travel to London and Heathrow 
Further information and illustrated prospectus available from 
the Headmistress. Telephone Rlngwood 2856/ 3197 


Upper Chine School 

Headmistress Miss B. A. Philpott. B Sc . Dip. Ed. 
SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT 
Independent G.S.A. Boarding and Day School for Girts from 5-18 years 
Matority of girts from naval families. Pupilstaff ratio 7.5:1 
Entrance and sixth form scholarships, drama and music awards available 
For a free prospectus write or telephone (0983) 862208 864822 



CHARTERS-ANCASTER COLLEGE 
EAST SUSSEX 

Independent Boarding and Day School 
for Girls 3-18 years 

From the day your daughter arrives at Charters-Ancaster College, 
to the day she finally leaves, she will be encouraged to succeed. 
Whether through the wide range of academic subjects available to 
"A" level, through Sports and Arts, through the excellent Clubs 
and Activities programme or through the happy social life of the 
school, each pupil is encouraged to explore her abilities and to 
gain confidence from her own successes. 


* Pupil/Staff ratio 8/1 ★ Travel secretary 

* Careers Tutor ★ Scholarships 

★ Modern facilities ★ Services discount 

★ Resident nurse ★ Easy access by road, rail and sea 

Headmistress: Mrs. S. V. Chapman. M.A., 
Charters-Ancaster College, Penland Road, Bexhill-on-Sea, 
East Sussex TN40 2JQ. Telephone: 0424 211092 


lli'I'JIMfWd : 1I4 


BOARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

Beautifully located in 

28 acres on the shores 

of the Menai Straits, Indefatigable is uniquely 
situated to provide an excellent education for boys 
together with the development of their character 
and self-reliance. Many proceed to the Services. 

• Modest fees 

• Boys wear Naval 

maintained in line 

uniform which is 

with the Services 

provided 

Boarding School 
Allowance 

• Courses are 
already in 


operation 

• There are some 

preparing boys for 

bursaries available 

the new GCSE 

to help with 

examinations to be 

fees 

taken in 1988 


• Wide range of 

• Most boys join at 

outdoor activities 

13 for three years. 

including mountain 

though two and 

walking. 

one year courses 

orienteering. 

starting at 14 or 15 

canoeing, rowing 

may be available as 

and sailing plus 

space permits 

usual games 

Further details can be obtained from: 

Captain Headmaster, 
Indefatigable School, 

Plas Llanfair, Llanfairpwll, 

.7 Gwynedd 

, LL61 6NT. 

-r, Telephone 

: 0248 714338 


NEWLANDS SCHOOL 

Seaford, East Sussex 
Telephone (0323) 892334 

CO-EDUCATION 

Newlands was opened in 1814 and, since its foundation, the Headmasters 
have all been members of one family. There are 250 boarders and day 
children aged 7-13VS. The boarders sleep in the main building and are 
supervised by the Headmaster, his wife, and four Matrons, one of whom is 
a trained nurse. The schoof is surrounded by 15 acres of land, of which 12 
acres is set aside as playing fields. The grounds include an all-weather 
football pitch incorporating 3 hard tennis courts and basketball court There 
is a largo indoor rifle shooting range, carpentry workshop. Home 
Economics room, and the Music Centre covers the tuition of a wide range 
of Instruments. Association football, rugby, hockey, cricket, athletics, netball 
and tennis are the principal organised sports Boys and girts are prepared 
for the Common Entrance and Scholarship Examinations to alt Public 
Schools and to Newlands Manor, our own Senior School. Newlands 
undertakes the responsibility for all travel to and from the School, visa 
applications and transport to Heathrow and Gatwick (—' 
the School). We also arrange for families known to us t 


| CAWSTON COLLEGE 

CAWSTON, NORWICH, NR10 4JD 

Independent boarding school for boys with day girls and boys 

Provides a full academic curriculum to GCSE. 

Situated in rural Norfolk on the edge of Broadland »ith grounds of 125 
acres of which 22 acres are playing fields 
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE TO CHILDREN OF SERVICE FAMILIES 


telephone: NORWICH (0603) 871204 


Wykeham House School 

Independent Day School for Girls aged 4 to 16 years 
East Street, Fareham, Hants P016 OBW 

Wykeham House provides an independent education for your daughter in a 
School with a tradition of courtesy and care, where class size and option 
groups are small and academic excellence is encouraged 
For further details and prospectus please contact the Bursar. 

Telephone Fareham (0329) 280178 



THE ROYAL NAVAL 
SCHOOL 

HASLEMERE, SURREY 

Dr. J. L. Clough. B.A. Hons. (London). Ph.D. (Hull) 

Boarders 150 : Day Girls 150 


Founded in 1840, and under Royal Patronage, this Girls' 
Independent School is in an area of outstanding natural 
beauty, yet within easy reach of London and its airports. 
While maintaining its Naval connections, the School is open 
to children of civilian as well as Service families. 

An excellent all-round education is offered and pupils are 
prepared for a wide range of GCSE and A-level 
examinations, as well as for University Entrance. Specialised 
facilities include five laboratories, computer, craft, home 
economics and technical drawing rooms. Dancing, driving, 
judo, riding, and speech and drama are optional subjects. 
Members of the flourishing Sixth Form live in a detached 
house, with study bedrooms, where they are treated as 
students and encouraged to develop a mature, self-disciplined 
approach to learning. 

A new sports hall allows netball, tennis and other team 
games to be played in all weathers. 

Extramural activities are encouraged and the school takes 
part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. 

Please telephone the Headmistress’ Secretary — 
Hindhead (042-873) 5415 — for a prospectus 


LAUNCESTON 

COLLEGE 

DUNHEVED ROAD, 
LAUNCESTON, 
CORNWALL PL 15 9JN 
(0566) 2468 


THE SCHOOL OF ST CLARE 

PENZANCE TR184JR 

A Girls’ School of the Woodard Corporation with a 
fully Co-Educational Junior School 

Boys 3-11 Girts 3-18 

Full boarding and weekly boarding can begin at 8 years of age. 
Wide choice of GCSE and A-level subjects, together with a number of secretarial 
courses. The school is set in beautiful grounds, overlooking Mounts Bay. and 
provides ample opportunity tor a wide range of extra curricular activities and 
sports. Full advantage is taken of the surrounding countryside and coastline 
Girts over 14 are encouraged to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme There is a strong emphasis on music, drama, and dance. Girls with pa¬ 
rents overseas most welcome Weekly boarding possible lor children from RNAS 
Culdrose. 10% reduction In fees for children of Service personnel 
Prospectus from the Headmaster. Ian Halford, M A. PENZANCE 63271 



When 
replying to 
advertisements 
please mention 
Navy News 


'zMh-- GRENVILLE 

f\i is Sfvr/Cv BERRY HEAD R0AD 

, T wbi BRIXHAM, DEVON 

\ \ ^ 08045 2129/2797 

FOR THE SONS OF SAILORS 

A REAL ALTERNATIVE TO BOARDING SCHOOL 

• Term-time boarding - Local school education 

• Opportunity to sail, camp, canoe, and swim 

• Live in a prime position overlooking Torbay 

• Supported by a charitable trust 


HELENSBURGH 

PARK LODGE SCHOOL 

CO-ED DAY. 2V5-12 YEARS 
Excellent record for successful preparation of pupils for entr 



BOYS PREP SCHOOL 


Leigh, Reigate, 
I Surrey 

Tel. (030 678) 372 


* Boarding (or 6V2-I3V1 year-old boy* Iel * 

* Small classes, individual attention 

* Fees not more than Services Boarding School 

* Good science anJ music facilities 

* Computers and videos 

* Preparation for exams at 11 + and 13 + 


For Prospectus, write or telephone The Headmaster 





























































EDUCATION AND MISCELLANEOUS 


NAVY NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 


Effective from January 1 1987 

WHOLE PAGE.Cl .400- 

HALF PAGE.£750* 

QUARTER PAGE .£450* 

SINGLE COL. CM (Minimum acceptable 2.5cms)....£9* 


•Plus VAT at 1514 

ACCOUNT TERMS 

Monthly accounts have to be approved in advance o! advertisements 
appearing Settlement is due within 30 days of the date of the invoice, and 
failure to render payment within that date will result in either the withdrawal 
of subsequent advertisements in a series or for •one-off' insertions, a 
surcharge of 10% plus a further 2VY% for every month overdue. 
WHERE MONTHLY ACCOUNTS ARE NOT APPROVED 
ADVERTISING IS ON A PRE-PAID BASIS ONLY. 

Series discounts and provision of voucher copies are not 
available to ”nm-on" advertisers. 

For solus rates, series, discounts and other details please write 
Advertising Manager. NAVY NEWS, H.M.S. NELSON 
Telephone Portsmouth 826040 or Naval Base 822351 
(extension 24226) 


CHIGWELL SCHOOL 

HMC (Founded 1629) 


A 


Boys 7-18. Sixth Form girls 
Full Weekly boarding Day 
Scholarships 
Assisted Places 

O and A pass rate — 85 90% 
Boarding and Tuition fees are 
reduced by 10% for Armed Forces 
and for Crown Servants overseas 


i 

Prospectus from: 
The Headmaster 
Chigwell School 
Chigwell 
Essex 

01-500 1396 2570 


THE 

COLLEGIATE 

SCHOOL 

WINTERBOURNE 
BRISTOL BS17 1 RL 
(Girls 4-18) 



A happy, purposeful school of over 200 girls, 
half boarding, half day, in a homely setting 
close to Bristol. 

Small classes and a well qualified and caring 
staff mean good examination results from a 
fairly wide ability range. 

New science lab. New boarding wing. Sma I 
ability-setted classes work towards GCSE, A 
levels and university / college entry. 

Clubs each evening and week-end activities 
OUR PARTICULAR INTEREST IS DRAMA — 
at GCSE and Advanced levels. Opportun f es 
for all, with evening lectures, week-end 
workshops and theatre visits. 

Travel arrangements made if parents are 
overseas 

For prospectus telephone: 0454 772156 


HUNMANBY HALL SCHOOL 


Headmistress: Miss J. Rutherford. M.A. 

An Independent Boarding and Day School 
for Girls aged 5 — 18 years 


SCHOLARSHIPS 

r Four scholarships available fur aii gnis 
between the ages of 10 and 12 years lone equal 
in value to a term's tuition and three of lesser 
value) together with 

r Four Sixth Form scholarships. 

(all for entry September 1988) 
Assessment and Interviews: 
week commenting 
November 23rd 1987. 

Fur dcUih apply ti 

The Secretai- 
Hunmanby Hall School 
Mtmmanhv, Filcv 
V Yor %-hire YOI \ (U ' 
Scarborough f»723) X90fiM. 



Havt Hews 





Rad, Yellow, Pink. Grey White Only 


School in rural surroundings on the Central Line and close 
to Ml 1 and M25 


0AKW00D SCHOOL 


ADULT SWEATSHIRTS £7.50* 

Pink, Red, Yellow or Grey — Sizes: Small, Medium, Large and XLarge ★ White — Sizes: Small. Medum and XLa" 

ALSO AVAILABLE CHILDREN’S SWEATSHIRTS £5.00' 


CHICHESTER. SUSSEX 

i A P S Boys Preparatory School 7-13 years Boarders and Day boys and some 
Daygirls 7-11 Pupils prepared for Schoiarsh ps and Common Entrance to Pubic 
Schools and others Also Pre-Prep Department for boys and g-ris 3-7 years 

For further details and a prospectus, write to the Secretary. Oakwood School 
Chichester. West Sussex P018 9AN or telephone Soeham 575209 


Yellow or Pink — Sizes: 22. 24 26. 28 30 and 32 * Red — Sizes 22. 24, 26, 30 and 32' 

•Prices include U K postage, tor overseas including Republic o‘ Ireland; please add 10% Payment by International Money ore,:.- m lS terling pie. • 

Supplies from Business Manager. NAVY NEWS. HMS Nelson. Portsmouth P01 3HH. Cheques and postal orders to accompany orders, to be made payable to NAVY I 

IMPORTANT — PLEASE STATE SIZES REQUIRED °'ease allow 28 days for delivery 



HAMPSHIRE 

EDUCATION AUTHORITY 


This Authority nas Four Boarding Houses attached to schools 
Winchester where a full range of courses are provided to all levels 
including (At Peter Symonds) University Entrance 

SARUM HOUSE 

for 30 boys, situated in its own grounds close to Kings School 
(co-educational. 1700 pupils aged 11-16) 


ROTHERLY 


for 49 girls, situated in its own grounds close to Westgate School 
(co-educational, 750 pupils aged 11-16) 


ROYAL HOSPITAL SCHOOL 


SCHOOL HOUSE 

lor 20 young Men and 15 young Women, situated in the grounds of Peter Symonds College 


Holbrook, Near Ipswich 


WYKE LODGE 


Boarding school for 700 boys, aged 11-19, who must be sons or grandsons of 
seafarers. Owned and governed by Greenwich Hospital, the School is situated in 
beautiful countryside overlooking the Stour Estuary. 

Full academic curriculum (GCSE and A-level), 65 teachers, large sixth form. 
Many boys go on to University and other forms of higher education, as well as 
the Armed Services at all levels. Facilities are excellent: chapel, choir, band, 
swimming pool, gymnasium, tennis and squash courts, over 50 acres of playing 
fields, and a fleet of boats for sailing in the estuary or local reservoir. Strong CCF. 


for 29 young Women, situated in its own grounds close to Peter Symonds College 


PETER SYMONDS COLLEGE 

is a Sixth form co-educational open access college, 1000 pupils aged 16-19 years 
A specialist Music Course is also available. Students are considered for transfer from 
Kings and Westgate Schoojs 


FEES 


Fees are subsidised by Greenwich Hospital; current maximum is £1017 term. 
Fees of parents not entitled to Services Boarding School Allowance are assessed 
on basis of ability to pay. 

Entrance examination in January (for entry in following September) for boys aged 
11 +, 12 +, or 13 + but under 14. Most boys enter at 11 +. Applications for boys 
who will be between 11-13+ in September 1988 are invited now. 

Special escorted coaches are arranged to transport boys from Portsmouth, Ply¬ 
mouth and other areas at the beginning and ending of term, and at half-term. 
There is an escort on a special train for boys going to and returning from London. 
For prospectus and further information, please apply to the Director of Greenwich 
Hospital, 13 Devonshire Square, Bishopsgate, London EC2M 4TQ. Telephone 
No. 01-247 2785/5774. 


at these establishments are currently £2,970 p.a. (£990 per term). Extras are charged by 
the Boarding Houses. Tuition is provided by the Maintained Establishment 

VACANCIES 

ARE AVAILABLE FOR SEPTEMBER 1987 

Further details may be obtained by writing to the Establishments 
direct or telephone: 

Hampshire Education Authority 
_0962 (Winchester) 841841, ext. 456_ 
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IN 1922, a young boy, known now only as N.W.L. Armstrong lost a leg whilst serving in HMS 
Barham. The officers and ship's company subscribed £158-10s-7d for the purpose of 
apprenticing him to some suitable trade and the Portsmouth Local Committee of the RNBT 
arranged for him to be apprenticed as a bootmaker. 


The administration of this 
special fund was one of the first 
responsibilities taken on by the 
RNBT in its foundation year. 
Celebrating its sixty-fifth birth¬ 
day this year, the Trust can look 
back on countless examples like 
young Armstrong, who have 
benefited through the work of 
the organisation. 

Granted a Charter of Incor¬ 
poration in 1922. the Trust was 
set up by the Admiralty who 
wished to ensure that funds 
accumulated during the First 
World War would be properly 
applied. These funds were 
merged with those administered 
by the old Grand Fleet Fund, 
originally set up by Admiral 
Jellicoc in 1916, and the Trust 
was charged with the responsi¬ 
bility of devoting the money to 
proper benevolent causes. 

Objectives 


Funds), but over the years it has 
become more generally known 
as the RNBT. 

Early tasks for the Trust 
included the administration of 
£196-12s-5d collected to help 
dependants of the 12 men who 
died when the Blue Sky, an 
Admiralty drifter went down 
with all hands in the Thames 

Another minor trust was the 
HMS Speedy disaster. The ship 
was sunk in September 1922 
with the loss of nine ratings, and 
the RNBT took over the 


Kindly 
will be 


£291 -1 0d raised to help 
dependants. 

The RNBT has had many 
storms to weather in its 65 
years, but it has grown in size 
and stature and is now one of 

organisations in the UK. Ex¬ 
penditure is reaching all time 
records and with the growth of 
applications from the personnel 
and dependants of those who 
served in the Second World 
War still continuing to build up, 
records will continue to be 


Derrick 

missed 


65 YEARS OLD-AND 
GOING STRONG 


With 

grateful 

thanks 


ALTHOUGH quite a num¬ 
ber of people applying to the 
Royal Naval Benevolent 
Trust promise to make a 
donation or refund a grant 
when circumstances im¬ 
prove, it is seldom 
implemented. 

So everyone connected with 
the Trust was delighted to 
receive a cheque for £400 from 
Mrs Phyllis Newman, a widow 
who had applied to the RNBT 
earlier in the year for funds to 
help her meet her husband's 
funeral expenses. 

Raymond Newman had 
joined the Navy as a Boy in 
1923. and finally retired with a 
pension in 1948. When he died 
and Phyllis applied for a grant, 
she made it clear that she was 
selling her West Country bunga¬ 
low and intended to buy a 
smaller property. 

When the sale finally went 
through Phyllis was able to 
make a donation to the RNBT, 
and with her cheque sent this 

"I have this morning at last 
got my money from the sale of 
the bungalow and I know where 
1 stand, and my first job is to 
put some of it back to those 
who so kindly helped me in my 
hour of need. Both of my sons 
and I will always be grateful and 
I hope and pray that you will be 
able to help someone else who 
finds themselves in my 
position." 


Wherever you go 


is ready to 
help you 
or your 
dependants in 
financial need 

Applications for assistance to: 

THE GRANTS COMMITTEE 

2a TIPNER ROAD, PORTSMOUTH P02 8QR 
General inquiries to Head Office: 

HIGH STREET BROMPTON, GILLINGHAM 
KENT ME7 5QZ 


Opening the books with a 
balance sheet of £87.165-2s-3d 
in December 1922, the Trust 
has gone from strength to 
strength until now it shows 
assets of around £6,032,325. 

The RNBTs objectives have 
not changed over the years. It is 
prepared to administer any 
special fund or minor trust for 
some definite specified object, 
provided it is within the frame¬ 
work of the Trust's own objec¬ 
tives, such as the Submarine 
Memorial Fund or the Trafalgar 
Day Orphan Fund. 

It is the one central benevo¬ 
lent fund for Chief Petty Offi¬ 
cers, Petty Officers, non¬ 
commissioned officers and men 
of the Royal Navy and their 
dependants. When formed it 
was decided that the name of 
the Grand Fleet Fund should be 
preserved, so the original title 
of the new organisation was The 
Royal Naval Benevolent Trust 
(Grand Fleet and Kindred 


New angle 

for brave 
Bonnie 


FOUR year-old Bonnie Fisher can see the world from a new angle, 
thanks to a new Standing Frame which enables her to hold her head 
up high. 

Bonnie suffers from cerebral 
palsy and is severely handicapped 


by the weakness of her muscles. Her 
father Robert is an ex-Royal 
Marine, now unemployed, and 
living with his wife Pauline and two 
daughters in Birmingham. 

Bonnie attends a special school and it 
was here that she first experimented with 
a Standing Frame. Robert was very 
impressed by the results, and he deter¬ 
mined to try and buy one that she could 


use all the time. 

He applied to the Grants Committee 
of the RNBT in Portsmouth and 
was delighted by the response. The 
committee immediately decided to pro¬ 
vide the £214 needed to buy the frame 
and the special chair which is used in 
conjunction with it. 

So now Bonnie can hold her head up 
and use her arms, and it is hoped that 
the frame will begin to strengthen her 
muscles and help her fight off the chest 
infections which have been brought on 
by bad posture. 


DERRICK Gautrey, a faithful 
and long-serving member of the 
RNBT, has taken early retire¬ 
ment from his job as First 
Assistant to the Local 
Secretary. 

The son of a petty bfficer. 
Derrick has lived in Portsmouth 
most of his life. He joined the 
Royal Navy when he was 17, 
and served as a Stores Assis¬ 
tant, before joining the RNBT 
in 1952 as Second Assistant to 
the Local Secretary. He was 
promoted to First Assistant in 
1962. 

Never a nine to five man. 
Derrick was most conscientious 
and worked beyond the normal 
working day. He contributed his 
share in the cause of benevo¬ 
lence with sympathy and under¬ 
standing and each case was 
handled with speed and 
efficiency. 

He hopes to be able to 
maintain his interests in music 


and photography in his retire¬ 
ment, and enjoy family life with 
his wife, three daughters and 
two grandchildren. He has been 
a "silent servant" of the Naval 
community and will be missed 
by many. 


life 


Standing 


support 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THE RNBTs Annual General Meeting will be held on November 
6 at the Battle Exchange, St Mary's Axe, London, In the 
Queen's Room, commencing at 3pm. 

Admiral Sir Peter Herbert, the Chairman of the Soldiers' 
Sailors' and Airmen's Families Association, has kindly 
accepted an Invitation to be the guest speaker at the meeting. 

It is an open meeting. If you would like to attend please get 
in touch with the RNBT Head Office. 
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FRIGATE PAYS HER RESPECTS IN FIRST VISIT TO THE CAPITAL 



London 


rolls 


out the 


barrel 


St Bart’s 


PAGEANTRY and hospitality combined to bring 
colour and warmth to the new HMS London's first visit 
to London. 


The Royal Navy's latest Type 22 frigate took a break 
from her trials to continue the close relationship with the 
capital enjoyed by successive ships of the name. 

Top of the list of the frigate s 
engagements during her five- 
day stay was maintenance of a 
now rarely-enacted tradition 
dating from the 14th Century. 


In keeping with that rule, the 
London's commanding officer. 
Capt. Robert Fisher — escorted 
by members of the ship's com¬ 
pany and the Head Goalcr of 
the Tower — marched to the 
budding to pay the required 


Among the 1.300 visitors to 
the ship were the Lord Mayor 
of London and children of St 
Bartholomew's Hospital, the 
ship's main charily. 

Teams from the frigate 
helped St Bart's to raise money 
for the hospital's Resuscitation 
Room Appeal by taking part in 
an "It's a Knockout" style com¬ 
petition with nurses outside the 
Tower Hotel. Passers-by were 
surprised to see sailors racing to 
make up a hospital bed. and 
nurses struggling to don divers' 

Great Ormond Street Hospi¬ 
tal for Sick Children also bene¬ 
fited by the London's visit when 
30 Mess raised £100 through a 
sponsored stop-smoking 
camnaian. 


KATHY of BBC TV’s 
"EastEnders” signs on In 
HMS London during the 
ship's visit to the capital. 

Kathy (alias Gillian 
Taylforth) toured the ship 


when she went on board to 
officially open the London's 
Seamen's Mess bar. 

The rating getting ahead 
with the autographs is LSTD 
Taylor. 


SUN DOES NOT SET ON SWIFTSURE 


WITH the snow-laced 
mountains of Norway 
towering In the back¬ 
ground, HM submarine 
Swiftsure passes through 
a fjord near Tromso. 

The nuclear-powered 
fleet submarine joined the 
conventional HMS Sealion 
for Exercise Vendetta off 
Norway. 

Submarines from 
Norway, Germany, the 
Netherlands and France 
were also Involved In the 
exercise which culminated 
with visits to ports in the 
Tromso area — 200 miles 
inside the Arctic Circle. 

At such latitudes, the 
sun does not set in mid¬ 
summer, and the bright¬ 
ness of the skies was 
matched by the hospitality 
extended to the subma¬ 
rine when she visited the 
Royal Norwegian Navy 
base at Ramfjordness. 


London Under- 
> present at a 


Rcg.- 


guest dinner on board 

organisations. Othei 
groups include the Company 
Mercers and the R< ' " 

Award for 
torpedo task 

FOR his work in development 
of the new Stingray torpedo, 
Lieut.-Cdr. Neil Martin has 
been awarded the Sandison 
Trophy. It was presented to him 
on the bridge of HMS Brilliant 
by the Rag Officer Naval Air 
Command. Rear-Admiral 
Roger Dimmock. 

Licut.-Cdr. Martin, who has 
just completed a nine-month 
period in the Brilliant to gain 
his watchkeeping certificate, is 
now back at RN air station 
Culdrose as senior observer of 
706 Naval Air Squadron. 
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Presentation 


team seeking 


new audiences 


Royal Navy Presentation Team will be touring the 
> between September and December, the two teams 
led this vc.ir by Capt. Paddy McKnight and Cdr 
d Moore 


L'A'SON 
TEAM 
ON TOUF 


Home or away, have your 


Havy Hews 


more convenient, complete the form I 
below. Post your order and remittance to: [ 
The Business Manager, Navy News, 
H.M.S. Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH. 
Telephone Portsmouth 826040 


, 'LEASE PRINT IN BLOCK CAPITALS 


New Orders Only 


SECLUDED COUNTRY MANSION HOUSES 



Their work is 


UNLIKE most people who 
might have the odd decora¬ 
tive gnome or ornamental 
fish pond on their front lawn 
John Preston and his team at 
Ditton Park have two huge 
radio wave receiver dishes, 
suggesting there's more to 
this impressive 19th Century 
mansion house than meets 
the eye 

Tucked away at the end of a 
narrow lane deep in the Berk¬ 
shire countryside, Ditton Park is 
an anachronism, where ancient 
history meets the modern — 


Looking like a picturesque 
mini Windsor Castle complete 
with its own moat, ducks and 
battlements, the Park would be 
welcome on any American tour 
guide's itinerary. 

Cloistered 

The site is at least 90(1 scars 
old. confirmed by its mention in 
the Domesday Book of 1086, 
but today the country seat of 
"Sired, a man of Earl Harold" 
is home to the Admiralty Com¬ 
pass Observatory. 

The work of this little-known 


a branch of the Hydrographic 
Department. 

The Controller of the Navy 
was not to take over until 1917 
when the branch was forced by 
the trams interfering with its 
work to move into the more 
magnetically clean countryside 
near Slough. The Admiralty 
Compass Observatory was born. 

Research and development at 
Deptford had produced many 
improvements to magnetic 
compasses and how they were 
fitted in ships. But it was the 
requirement for compasses in 
submarines which stimulated 
the development of the gyro 

C °By The First World War 
British submarines had been 
fitted with Sperry gyro com¬ 
passes, based on the work done 
for the L'S Navy by Elmer A. 
Sperry. And it was during that 
war that the Admiralty started 
looking for a new home for the 
observatory. 

In 1917 the Admiralty bought 
the house and land enclosed by 
the moat for £20,000 from Lord 
Montagu. Two years later the 


remainder of the Park was 
bought for a further £24,000. 

Among the first major 
achievements at Slough was the 
remote transmission of compass 
data, used for gunnery 
stabilisation. 

During the Second World 
War the staff was increased to 
1,000, many of them working 
night and day shifts for six days 
a week to manufacture, repair 
and calibrate compasses of all 
types for the three services. 


RN Lynx and Sea King ASW 
helicopters. 

Another project to start at 
Slough was integrated naviga¬ 
tion. where all navigational data 


Expansion 


SINS (Ships Inertial Navigation 
System) underwent sea trials in 
the Experimental Trials vessel 
Steady, a converted minelayer 
based at Portsmouth. The fol¬ 
lowing year a fully engineered 
prototype was installed in HMS 
Dreadnought. Britain's first 
nuclear-powered submarine. 

The scope of the work con¬ 
tinued to expand and new pro¬ 
jects included MAD (Magnetic 
Anomaly Detector), fitted in 
the RAF's anti-submarine 
patrol aircraft and soon to equip 


into a central computer which 
analyses the information and 
provides a positional fix with 
the highest accuracy. 

SNAPS (Ships Navigation 
Processing System) is now being 
installed in the Fleet. About 50 
arc already in situ and around 
another 30 are on the way. 

The ARE Navigation Divi¬ 
sion at Slough is responsible for 
carrying out research and pro¬ 
viding technical support to the 
development of all naviga¬ 
tional equipment for the Royal 
Navy — except radar. 

There are six working groups: 
Gyro Systems, Radio Naviga¬ 
tion. Integrated Navigation, 
Navigation Physics, Engineering 
Services and Administration. 

Also on site is the Naval 
Stores Officer, holding stocks of 
in-service navigation equipment 
for the Navy and some magnetic 
items for the RAF, and a four- 


cloistered than its location. 

In fact, because of the nature 
of its work, the only people "in 
the know" are the privileged 
members of staff who transform 
its wood-panelled corridors and 
galleries into an Admiralty 
Research Establishment nerve 


KEEPING SCIENTISTS 


ON THEIR METTLE 


Over 200 people arc i 
ployed on the 160-acre si tv 
mostly within the 14 acres in 


At first ARE Slough seems 
forbidding, but a sense of 
humour bubbles quietly under 
the surface, a handy prop when 
you're on Day One of a project 
which could take 15 years to 


A ROW of allotments, worked by the 
scientists in their leisure time, a green¬ 
house to grow the border plants and a 
pretty Hansel and Gretel wood at the rear 
of the site complete Ditton Park's idyllic 
setting. 


But among the trees and golden daffodils 
there are one or two buildings not immediately 
visible to the untrained eve. 


was not an ounce of iron in sight. 

When the scientists rejected one wooden 
beam because it contained metal the workmen 
refused to take them seriously — until they 
split it open and found a tiny staple inside. 

There is another delightful story about one 
young lady working in the labs who was sent 
hofne to change because her wired bra was 
interfering with the test equipment. 

If you're short-sighted you could be in real 


detect 


the farmer with his plough in the field on the 
other side of the moat, and even trains six 
miles away. 

In the days before these purpose-built labs 
came on the scene all the sensitive non¬ 
magnetic work was carried out in huts, sheds 
and even tents in the woods. The scientists 
were so proud of their new labs they person¬ 
ally supervised the building, insisting there 


chortling dov 
Apparently 


ested airlines to travel out of their way to take 
a look at the place from time to time. 

One one occasion an aircraft circled twice to 
take a look at the strange contraption on the 
roof of the manor house. With its four webbed 
feet it could easily have been some new secret 
weapon. 

Wrong: It was part of the new, and very 
innocent, heating system. 
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TEAM AT THE FOREFRONT OF NAVIGATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 




Attractions 
of the job 


DITTON PARK is a tran¬ 
quil place. You don't get 
the feeling some Eureka 
discovery Is about to hap¬ 
pen. In fact it's more likely 
for research tests to be 
set up and left for months 
before reaching 
conclusions. 


Roll and pitch 


all-encompassing 


Workable 


"SSAFA give Service families 
an anchor to hold on to. 

They get my support.. 7 
says Richard Baker, ex-RN. 

"...and SSAFA 
could help you." 

SSAFA is expanding its volunteer and speedy, practical support. The 
effort in bases, garrisons and stations SSAFA service is confidential, 
at home and overseas. The SSAFA If yoy, or a friend need a helping 

volunteer network already covers hand, contact your local SSAFA 

every town and village in the UK, uniformed or volunteer represen¬ 
caring for Service and ex-Service tative or write direct to: 

families. SSAFA Central Office, 

Sowhetheryourproblemisalocal 16-18 Old Queen Street, 

one, or back in your home town, London SW1H 9HP. 

SSAFA will give you friendly advice Tel: 01-222 9221. 

SSAFA® 


SOLDIERS: SAILORS' AND AIRMEN'S FAMILIES ASSOCIATION 
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Aged 18 to 26 with 2 A-levels and 3 O-levels? (up to age 
30 with a degree)? Serving or ex-Merchant Navy (up to 
35) or ex RN/WRNS (up to 45)? 

In your spare time you could become a Seaman Officer 
(male), or a Naval Control of Shipping Officer (male.'fe- 
male) routeing vital economic shipping worldwide in emer¬ 
gency or war. 

Fill in the coupon for more details 

Captain P. McLaren RN, Office of the 
Commander-In-Chief, Naval Home Command, 

HM Naval Base, Portsmouth POI 3LR 

Please send me full details of joining the Royal Naval 
Reserve (inquiries from UK residents only). 


ROYAL 

NAVAL 

RESERVE 
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'S ARMAMENT I 

TECHNICIANS I 

| High tax-free salaries | 

As a result of the extension of British Aerospace 
responsibilities following the purchase by the Royal Saudi 
Air Force of Tornado, Hawk and PC-9 aircraft, we have 
requirements for a number of additional Armament 
Technicians to join our staff in Saudi Arabia. This is an 
excellent opportunity for men with suitable qualifications 
and experience to earn a high tax-free salary, subject to 
completing a minimum of one year’s service in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Applications are invited from qualified Armament 
Technicians, leaving the Service, with recent experience in the 
maintenance of aircraft armaments, including guns, air-to-air 
missiles, HE stores, and ejector seats. Recent experience of 
working with strike aircraft would be an advantage. 

In addition to high tax-free rates of pay, which are currently 
being reviewed, successful applicants will receive free 
accommodation, food, medical care and other benefits, 
including generous travel-paid UK leave. 

Please apply in writing, giving brief details of appropriate 
experience quoting reference 058/NN to: Mr J. Hamer, 

Senior Personnel Officer, Saudi Arabia Support Dept., 

FREEPOST, British Aerospace PLC, Military Aircraft Division, 

Warton Aerodrome, Preston, Lancs PR41 LA or telephone 
Preston 634317. 

BRITISH AEROSPACE 


...up where m I 
we belong I 


THE UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX 

THE ESTATES AND 
MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 

RESIDENT 
STEWARD AND 
HOUSEKEEPER 

(Couple) 

Required lor the residence of the 
Vice-Chancellor at Swanborough 
Manor. Swanborough, Near 
Lewes. East Sussex 
Duties will include: 

For the Steward — Management 
of the household and security of 
the premises, organisation of 
special functions, waiting at table, 
cleaning and some chauffeunng 
For the Housekeeper — Cleaning 
and general housework, waiting at 
table, and some cooking. 

Couple preferred but individual ap¬ 
plicants will be considered The 
Steward must hold a clean full 
dnving licence and proven trus¬ 
tworthiness will be a requirement 
for both appointments 
The person appointed will be 
required to reside at Swanborough 
Manor for which a consideration of 
£15.00 per week inclusive of 
heating will be payable. 

Both appointments will be full-time 
and for an initial period of 5 years 
They will be subied to an initial 
probationary period ol six months. 
39 hour basic week with overtime 
but successful applicants will be 
expected to be flexible in regard to 
working hours and evening and 
weekend working Overtime and 
unsocial hours will be paid at 

Further particulars and application 
forms may be obtained from: 


Personnel Office, Sussex 
House. The University of 
Sussex. Palmer, BRIGHTON. 
Sussex BN1 9RH. 


When 

replying to an 
advertisement 
please mention 
Navy News 


OPERATORS 

CONTACT THE SPECIALISTS NOW! 


Facilities for improving speeds and / or VDU training, combined with advice and 
guidance from the experts in communications reOuitment, will enable you to 
secure the best positions available, especially in the city’s financial and banking 
organisations. Civilian attachment employment available In most cases. 
Call, write, or telephone Lynn Henderson 

T’nT TELEX PERSONNEL 

Room 34, City Business Centre, 2 London Wall Btdgs, London EC2 
01-588 2757 
24 hours — Telex 8952460 


LEAVING THE 
SERVICE? 



SOUTHALL COLLEGE OF 
TECHNOLOGY 

Beaconsfield Road, Southall, Middlesex, UB1 1DP 

CAA LICENCE WITHOUT 
TYPE RATING COURSES 

The College is offering resettlement courses throughout 1987 and 
1988 for aircraft maintenance personnel leading to CAA Licences 
in airframes, engines, rotocraft, electrics and instruments. 
Courses also cover the A.E.C. 

For further Information please write to 
T. C. Wooldridge, Sector of Mechanical Engineering 
and Aerospace Studies at the above address or 
telephone on 01-574 3448 extension 261 


OAKWOOD SCHOOL, Chichester, West Sussex P018 9AN 

Required lor September a part-time qualified 

P.E. TEACHER 


OPERATORS 


■ When you 
leave the 
Services.. 

The 

T Three Tees 
Agency Ltd 


Contact the Three Tees Agency 

and let your Service skills pay in Civvy Street 

The Three Tees Agency serves 6.000 companies and deals solely 
with vacancies for Telephone. Telex, and Teleprinter Operators. 

You can be sure of a warm welcome and free advice and guidance 
on employment prospects in the commercial world ol 
Telecommunications. If you are rusty, we can give you the opportunity 
to brush up your operating and also familiarise you with commercial 
routines and equipment, and then guide you to the right job. 
permanent or temporary. In some cases resettlement courses are 
available for those seeking permanent employment in the Greater 
London area. 

Call, write or telephone 

110 Fleet Street EC4 01 -353 3611 
124 Regent Street W1 01 -734 0365 


/// PRICE BREAKTHROUGH !!! 
Your C.V. professionally 
prepared for just 
£17.25 

APPLIED PROCESSING SERVICES 
88 Privett Road, Gosport, Hants. 
P012 3SY 


"EVERYONE SAYS THAT 
A SERVICEMAN HAS SOME 
SPECIAL QUALITIES " 

We agree! As a company we like to employ staff with 
the broad experience gained from Service life. If you 
are planning to leave the Service and would like to 
discuss the opportunities of a fresh career with a 
modern Life Assurance Company - then please 
complete the coupon (Minimum Age 25): 


\\intlsorl.ife 



l \\ -I 




| ADDRESS_ 


Leaving the Service 

JHLVUi* 

Engineers, Technicians, Instructors, Tech. Authors, etc. 

Step into the best paid jobs! 

We can provide positions tor Forces trained personnel of all ranks. 
Our free, confidential and personal service provides prompt 
introductions to U -K. and Overseas vacancies otlen before they 
are advertised. 

If you are in your fmal year of service, complete the reply slip 
below or phone Ron Alderton for a consultation 

NEW ERA SERVICES 



A secure career + 
management prospects 


Retiring soon? Then this is your golden opportunity to start a new care 
that is not only extremely rewarding but otters excellent prospects lor pr 
motion to management level. 

For the past 25 years part of our company has been devoted to the r 


ana improve your standard ol living. Our planned programme of expansion 
could include you. We are represented in all parts of the UK and West Ger- 
many and can accommodate you wherever you choose to live. Regretfully, 
we must impose an age limit of 24-45 unless personally recommended. 
For further details complete coupon below 


Pioneer Mutual 

Insurance Company Limited 
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COMMUNICATORS 

The transition from Service to Civilian life can be a worrying time 
— not if you contact: 

PRAMAVALE LIMITED 

Telex, Telephone & Telecommunications 
Personnel Consultants 
No. 6 Broad St. Place, Blomfield Street 
London EC2M 7JU 

Tel: 01-628 4704 Telex: 265789 TEMPS G 

Whether you are (G) (T) (SM) or WRO we can ensure that your skills 
in the use of VDU's accessing into Message Switching Equipment 
(R.N. TARE and computerised message handling systems) are put to 
the best possible use by our many City clients. 

Spend 28 days on a CIVILIAN ATTACHMENT COURSE with a 
prospective civilian employer. For details of this course, contact your 
Resettlement t Education Officer (BR 1797 also refers). However for 
those not entitled to a Civilian Attachment Course, on job training can 
still be provided with prospective employers. 

OTHER CATEGORIES 

Enquiries are also welcomed from WRNS Telephonists and from 
Electrical Artificers who have an in-depth knowledge of 
computerised communications systems. 

CONTACT 

Mr. J. E. Jordan MBIM MISM (Ex C.R.S.) 

Mr. A. Pox (Ex-WO RS) 

Mr. C. J. Netherton MBIM (Ex C.R.S.) 
Managing Director 


irTTrm 


We require for current and 
future contracts experienced 
medical staff 

The |Ob involves working on 
offshore oil platforms, mobile 
drilling units and construction 
barges Candidates should be 
Registered or Enrolled nurses 
registered by the UKCC. Pre¬ 
ferred age range 30-45 years, 
and preferably with previous oil 
industry experience 

Contact Miss L. Duguid 
Maritime Oilfield Services Ltd. 

Unit 4, Deemouth Centre 
Aberdeen AB1 3PB 


THE BRITISH SCHOOL 
OF MOTORING 
Offers a 

NEW CAREER! 

Train as a Govt approved 

DRIVING 
INSTRUCTOR 
with BSM 

Applicants must be self- 
tivated, having held 
an. full licence for at lei 
four years 

For details of courses 
(residential available) 

Ring 0708 26000 


Marshall of Cambridge 
(Outstations) Ltd. 

Have vacancies from time to time at RAF Shawbury for 

AIRCRAFT FITTERS 
(All Trades) 
GROUND 
TRADESMEN m/f 
SUPPLIERS 

Opportunities exist for work on both fixed and rotary wing 
aircraft and the company would be pleased to hear from 
personnel due to leave the Services and interested in 
taking up employment with them. 

Write enclosing details of Service career, experience, 
and qualifications, to: 

The Senior Administration Officer 
Marshall of Cambridge (Outstations) Ltd. 
Shawbury, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 4DH 


^OFF LICENCE MANAGEMENT^ 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


If you're planning to leave the service in the near future, and 
aged 30-50? 

J T Davies are now looking for couples (preferably without 
dependent children or pets) to manage some of their 80 off 
licences in London and the South-East. 

On appointment to your own branch, you will be paid £ 170 p.w 
(approx.) plus FREE accommodation. COMMISSION and 
BONUS. Working hours are 10-2 and 5-9.30. 

Full training is given during which you will be working from 
home on sickness holiday relief - so a car is essential. 
Training salary is £ 145 p.w. with travel expenses 
provided. 

For further details please contact: 

Telephone 01-681 3222, daytime. 

0342 24742,1.30-5.30 p.ra. 

7 Aberdeen Road, Croydon, Surrey. i 


m 





n ^ _ -T-_- — s= 



Nene College Vkl 

Northampton 

Lecturer in Data and 
Radio Communication 
Systems 

(Re-advertisement) 

A full-time Lecturer Grade II is required as soon as possible. 
Applicants must have up-to-date knowledge, experience and 
practical ability in using traditional and digital techniques. 

A knowledge of satellite, microwave and high power radio 
transmission is essential. 

Duties will include the management of student learning mainly 
on the First. National and Higher National programmes of BTEC. 

A degree or appropriate technical and teaching qualifications are 
required, although teacher training is available for applicants from 
industry. 

For further information and application forms write to: The Dean, 
Faculty of Technology, Nene College, St. George's Avenue, 
Northampton. NN2 6JD. (Tel 0604 714101). 

Closing date tor completed applications two weeks from the 
appearance of this advertisement. 

Northamptonshire County Council welcomes applicants regardless 
of racial or ethnic origin, sex, marital status or disability. 


NEXT SHIP 
CIVILIANSHIP? 

•r that last draft a well presented 


JR Secretariat Services 
Matlock Drive, Grimsby, 
S. Humberside 
Telephone 0472 884871 


ALL EX-SERVICE 
ELECTRONICS 

COMPUTERS / 

RADAR/SONAR/ 
RADIO CONTROL 
MECHS. AND ARTS, 
for Civvy Street Careers. 
Telephone 01-656 6931 
2 Reverse charges, and 
ANSAPHONE (eve.) or write 
JR Personnel, 267 Portland 
Road, London SE25 (Agy). 



HOME FROM HOME 

For more than 50 years Airwork Limited has provided 
technical support and training services for the British and 
overseas governments, international organisations, scientific 
bodies, private industry, civil aviation and military and naval 
authorities. 

«— The Airwork Limited workforce is approximately 3.000 and 
consists predominantly of ex-Service officers and technicians: a 
great many of whom have made their career with the Royal 
— Navy or the Reef Air Arm. Your Service qualifications and 

experience are your passport to starting an interesting civilian 
career with a successful and internationally renowned company. 

• If you are either a Weapons Technician. Communications and 

■ Radar Technician, or have experience of servicing naval aircraft 

and are planning to leave the Navy in the near future, why not 
F make the transition to civilian life gradually - by writing to Airwork 

now. 

Appfy in writing for further details to: The Company Personnel 
Manager, Airwork Limited, Boumemouth-Hum Airport, 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 6EB. 


© 


Airwork 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


RNAC are up and away 


MARINES 
SHINE AT 
BISLEY 


AFTER eight years In division two of the 
Southern League, the Royal Navy Ath¬ 
letic Club have won promotion to divi¬ 
sion one, and have become champions 
of the second division in the process. 

The club ensured promotion in a close 
victory against their closest rivals at the 
Feltham Arena. In the three-cornered 
contest between the RNAC, Kingston 
and Hounslow, the Navy lads began 
strongly, taking 19 out of the 20 points in 
the opening events. But it was Hounslow 
who held the lead for most of the 
afternoon and the final result hinged on 
the two relays and the late-finishing 


performances to put the result of the 
match and the league beyond any doubt. 

Sub.-Lieut Terry Price rested from his 
usual 400m hurdles to turn out in the 
high jump, 110m hurdles, 200m and the 
4 x 400m relay — and was winner in 
them all. Mne. Gary Penhall won his 
discus and pole vault events, and LAEM 
Richard Heseldon confirmed his 
superiority in the 3000m steeplechase 
with an easy win. 

At the end of the meeting Capt. Mike 
O'Reilly, the club president, produced 
two bottles of champagne to start the 
celebrations. 


discus. 

Excellent discus throwing by Sgt. 
Andy Mitchell and Mne. Garry Penhall 
earned victory In both the A and B 
events, and second places In both relays 
was enough to put the RNAC at the top 
of the score sheet. 

It wasn't until after the Southall match 
that the RNAC knew they were unbeat¬ 
able at the top of the division. Medway 
AC were keen to upset their plans, but in 
the end the RNAC produced 17 winning 


Plans to improve 
Service standard 


CPL. DAVID O’Connor (Training Reserve and Special 
Forces) was this year's winner of the Queen’s Medal for 
the champion shot of the Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines, writes Brian Wit' 

At the Services Skill- 
at-Arms meeting at Bisley, 

CpI. O'Connor produced a 
new record aggregate score 
of 993 out of 1120, using the 
new SA 80 rifle with the 
optical sight. He then went 
on to win the National Rifle 
Association Service Rifle 
Championship, and was 
selected along with BSgt. 

John Pring (TRSF) to shoot 
for Great Britain in the 
National Service Rifle event. 

The Royal Navy's Service 
Rifle champion was Lieut. 

Keith Ellett (Naval Air Com¬ 
mand), who was one of only 
seven RN competitors to make 
the RN / RM top 30. showing 
the superiority of the RM’s new 

In his first year at Bisley, 

Sub.-Lieut. "Henry" Cooper 
(Portsmouth Command) 
became the Royal Navy's top 
Tyro Service Rifle champion, 
and also the Tyro Target Rifle 
champion, winning the coveted 
NRA silver medal for the top 
score at 600 yds. 

In the final of the pistol 
championship, the familiar 
figure of PO Phil Hobson 
(Portsmouth Command), was a 
clear winner by 66 points from 
POMA Gareth Hymas (Naval 
Air Command). Hobson set a 
new record score for this event. 

LS(M) Alan Prior (Ports- 


SERVICE hockey in Plymouth has been re-organised to 
attract players from all three Services and improve the 
standard of hockey in the area. 

The United Services Ply- HOCKEY 


ith Command) broke Hob- 


its new chairman, and is based 
at Mount Wise. All home fix¬ 
tures will be played on grass at 
Mount Wise with the all- 
weather pitches at Brickfields as 
an alternative if the grass is 
unplayable. The team has been 
entered in the Sun Life League 
Div. 2 West, and a fixture list 
has already been mapped out 


trials, and who arc not playing 
for the Navy on the same date, 
are asked to call the United 
Services Club on the afternoon 
of the 5th, to confirm their 
availability. Tel. 0705-822351 
ext. 24528, or 0705-830125. 

Portsmouth Command Under 
21s need a manager t coach to 


submachine-gun championship, 
taking the title by two points. 
The Kendal trophy run concur¬ 
rently with the SMG champion¬ 
ship, was won by AE.M Martin 
Cleverly (Naval Air Command). 
The Hutton Tankard for Service 
Rifle shooting was won by 
PO(.M) Andrew Gash (Ply¬ 
mouth Command). 


Command tournament in Octo¬ 
ber. Anyone who would like to 
take this on should contact 
Licut.-Cdr. Alan Walker on 
822351 ext. 24131. 

An umpires course will be 
held at HMS Tcmeraire on 
September 15 / 16. Applications 
should be made to Lieut.-Cdr. 
Baker at HMS Centurion ext. 
2384. 


For further information c 
tact Sharkey Ward on Plymo 
813800, or Sub.-Lieut. A 
Porter on Plymouth 777456. 

Anyone interested in tak 
part in trials for the ove 


Teams 


12 team events, including the 
intcr-Command rifle and pistol 
events, and for the fourth year 
in succession they were clear 
winners of the Herbert Smith 
Challenge Trophy. 

Portsmouth Command won 
the intcr-Command SMG com¬ 
petition, the Chatham Cup (rifle 
team titles), and the Portsmouth 
Cup (team snapshooting). Ply¬ 
mouth took honours in the 
Simmonds Bowl (SMG team 
titles) and the Hutton Trophy 
(pistol team titles). 

The Bounton Cup which is 
only open to Tyro's under 25, 
was won by MEM David 


quested 


Portsmouth, 


CPL. David O'Connor is carried shoulder high by his colleagues, 
after winning the Queen's Medal at this year's Services Skill- 
at-Arms meeting at Bisley. 


FOR YOUR CLUB 
OR COMPANY / 


peted in many events. RNR 
results: Duke of Westminster 
Inter-Unit Service Rifle Team: 
HMS Wessex. HQ and CTC 
Inter-Unit Service Rifle Pair: 
HMS Essex. Air Squadron 
Inter-Unit Target Rifle Team: 
HMS Sussex. The Eivedon 
Inter-Unit Pistol Team: HMS 
Camperdown. Thames Inter- 
Unit Sub Machine Gun Team: 
HMS Sussex. Harradon General 
Purpose Machine Gun Pair: 
HMS Graham (B). Champion 
at Arms Trophy: Lieut.-Cdr. 
Prowting. WRNR Champion at 
Arms: Chief Office M. 
Hocking. Tyro Champion at 
Arms Trophy: SEA Rickard. 


Old Hands Target Rifle Match: 
Lieut. Powell. 

INTER-SERVICE RESULTS 

United Services Service Rifle 
Vlll: 1. Army. 2. RM. 3. 
Canadian Forces. 4, RAF. 5, 
TARA. 6, RN. 7, RNR. 

Whitehead Service Pistol 
Vlll: 1. RAF. 2, Army. 3. 
RM. 4, RN. 5, TA. 6, RNR. 

Submachine Gun Vlll: 1, 
Army. 2, RAF. 3, TA. 4, RN. 
5. RM. 6, RNR. 

Target Rifle Short Range 
Xll: 1,-TA. 2. Army. 3, RAF. 
4, RM. 5. RN. 6. RNR. 

Target Rifle Long Range 
Xll: 1, RAF. 2, Army. 3. TA. 
4. RM. 5, RN. 6, RNR. 


Pullovers, sweatshirts, sports r. 2 ". , & 

shirts, embroidered with your lU T / 'Vif 

own design, min. 24. or a W 

choice of stock designs, min. f , j v «, f 

8. Also tracksuits, printed I vl (/ 

sweatshirts. Write or phone / & j ), x 1 

for free colour brochure / A A J ( ' 

and colour cuttings, to: / %/ V i • \ W 

Andy Hamnett. \ ’l Y\ * fr’.,- ..-, y 

Symbol Sweaters. \ \ ) \ ' 

Burnawn Factory. Galston ^. * * . MSL 

Ayrshire KA4 8HF. f 

Tel: 0563 820213. p| case mentio n Navy News . i replyin 

BALMORAL knitwear by SYMBOl 


Command). 

Lieut. Jerry Tuck (Ports 
mouth Command), who woi 
the NRA Bronze medal in th 
pistol championship, went on ti 
become the Royal Navy' 


Minerva 
win the 
Cup 


championship events. 

The Royal Naval Rescrvi 
attended the meeting and com 


Dunlcavy (CTCRM) did extremely well 
tish National Pentathlon Championships, 


Sarah Sharp has 
: Colours for tenni 


an excellent score 
by AB(R) Paddy 
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BATH OMITTED FROM NEW FIXTURE LIST- 


WITH happy memories of the 1986 / 87 season still warming 
the hearts of Navy rugby followers, the new season looms 
ahead with some changes in the traditional fixture list, writes 
Jim Clark. 

Gone is the annual fixture against Bath, a victim, as with 
many other things, of a shrinking Navy and reduced manpower 
availability. This is a realistic cancellation, as the Navy can no 
longer match sides which feature ten internationals, and the 
sensible approach of the present RNRU management is 
supported by last season's result. 

Although somewhat changed, the fixture list remains strong; 
four counties (Hants, October 21; Cornwall, December 9; 
Surrey, January 20; Dorset and Wilts, March 16), Cambridge 
(January 27), and Oxford (February 3) Universities, Combined 
London Old Boys (February 10), Civil Service (February 17) 
and Metropolitan Police (February 24), as well as the Inter- 


RUCBY 


Service matches against the Army (March 5) and the RAF 
(March 26). 

But rugby in the Navy is not Just about the senior side, and 
the RNRU exists to support, administer and encourage rugby 
at all levels. In a new venture 1988 will see an Under 21 squad 
in action against four county sides, plus Plymouth Albion and 
both rival Services. 

The Colts fixture list of seven matches plus inter-Service 
games will keep them busy and a variety of ship and 
establishment competitions are arranged to involve players 
across the whole spectrum of skill and Interest. 

Of course all this activity does not just happen, it takes 
much arranging and funding, and rugby players owe a great 


deal to the “fixers", be they the team manager on a small ship 
or the RNRU representatives on the Rugby Football Union. 
Similarly, rugby In the Navy benefits from the continued 
sponsorship of Stewart Wrlghtson, the parent company of 
AFFAS, administrators of the Nuffield Trust. 

Their increased involvement supports such expensive items 
as the insurance policy recently negotiated by the RNRU, 
which covers all players taking part in organised games 
anywhere in the world. 

Sponsorship is becoming an increasing reality and neces¬ 
sity in RN rugby, and the success of the senior side has 
attracted potential sponsors for the RNRU Knockout Cup, 
which HMS Sultan, the current holders, hope to defend at the 
Rectory on December 2. 

All In all the forthcoming season offers a feast of rugby for 
players and spectators. See you on the touchline. 


Batting 
is Navy's 
downfall 

AFTER a splendid season, the Royal Navy did not do 
themselves justice in the Inter-Services Festival when 
they were twice defeated comparatively easily writes 
Derek Oakley. A good spirit and example had been 
engendered by the new skipper Lieut. Charles Hobson 
(RNAS Yeovilton), who had scored well over 600 runs 


during the season, a total 
Barsby with 550. 

Whether it was nerves or 
lack of commitment, the 
strong batting line-up failed 
to score enough runs in 
either match to give the 
traditional “enemies" a 
large enough target. 

The pitch at Vine Lane, 
Uxbridge, gave the spinners a 
lot of help, and the Navy batted 
twice when the outfield was at 
it's slowest. 

In the first encounter against 
the RAF, Hobson had his most 
difficult decision of the season 
when he won a toss that both 
skippers would have preferred 
to iose. In the event he chose to 
bat on a clear morning but with 
a very slow, damp outfield. 

Injudicious strokes off balls 
that might have been left alone 
accounted for openers 
Lieut.-Cdr. David Wells (HMS 
Dryad) and POA(AH) Barsby 
(HMS Daedalus), while Lieut. 
Robin Hollington (CTCR.M 
Lympstone), neatly found mid- 
wicket's hands with a full toss. 

Fielding 

At 29—3 from 15 overs, the 
ball hardly ever running off the 
square, Hobson joined the vet¬ 
eran Lieut. Tony Izzard (HMS 
Centurion). Together they 
pulled the ship round, but quite 
superlative and aggressive field¬ 
ing by the RAF made runs 
difficult to come by. Luncheon 
was taken at 52—3 off a paltry 

With Izzard falling to a bril¬ 
liant catch on the boundary for 
30, and Hobson playing a 
dogged 20 which took 31 overs, 
in sharp contrast to the inspired 
innings he had played all sea¬ 
son, the tail players were not 
able to accelerate the scoring, 
and the last wicket fell with the 
score at 112. 

When the RAF batted, Hob¬ 
son made the unprecedented 
decision of giving the new ball 
to the Navy's slow left armer 
PO Andy Chester (HMS Dol¬ 
phin), who rewarded him by 
taking a wicket after CPO 
Kelson Brooks (HMS Colling- 
wood), had quickly despatched 
the opener. 

At tea the RAF were coasting 
along at 65—2, but after 
Richards and Lumb had fallen 
to the wily Izzard, bowling off 
spin, and LWtr. Andy Collier 
(HMS Centurion), the Navy 


only approached by PO Paul 


CRICKET 


saw a gleam of hope. In the end 
it was wishful thinking as the 
RAF won the honour of playing 
the Army on the final day by 
five wickets. 

Army 

With a forecast of early even¬ 
ing rain, Hobson once again 
decided to bat against the 
Army. A much more deter¬ 
mined stand was made by Wells 
(33) and Barsby (12). but the 
progress was woefully slow 
against some excellent bowling 
ai d good fielding. 

When Barsby was bowled by 
off spinner Willis, 44 had been 
scored for the first wicket from 
23 overs, and with Hollington 
going for a duck and Wells 
brilliantly caught at first slip, 
Hobson and Izzard once again 
found themselves together hold¬ 
ing the fort at lunch. This time 
it was 79—3 off an astonishing 
41 overs in the two hours. 

In the chase for runs that 
followed, only Hobson (19) and 
Lieut.-Cdr. Evans (HMS Cen¬ 
turion) (20) caught the mood, 
although LS Bob Learmouth 
(HMS Argonaut) played well 
for his 11. before being the first 
of two run-out decisions. Al¬ 
though 32 runs were scored 
from the last five overs, the 
Navy could only muster 133-8. 

The strong Army batting line¬ 
up started slowly but steadily, 
but by tea they were in a 
commanding position of 70—1. 

Rain 

A persistant drizzle delayed the 
resumption for 15 minutes and 
although Wood was LBW to an 
Izzard ball that kept a trifle low 
soon after, the left-handed Bar- 
ratt swung lustily and success¬ 
fully. The drizzle turned to rain 
but the captains agreed to con¬ 
tinue until the minimum num¬ 
ber of 35 overs had been 
bowled. The game was then 
abandoned with the Army win¬ 
ning on a faster scoring rate. 

On the third day, the Army 
easily defeated the RAF by six 
wickets, the RAF's 155 not 
being nearly enough to with¬ 
stand a remarkable onslaught by 
Fleming and Gordon-Lennox, 
who again peppered the local 
gardens. The umpires for this 
game were the Navy's Ron 



Rundle Cup 
honours for 
third year 

POLO 


ROYAL Navy polo players are enjoying 
another successful season. Once again wins 
have been scored over both the Royal Air 
Force (6—4) and the Army (5—2). 

The Army match for the Rundle Cup was played 
at Tidworth, and for the third time in a row the 
Navy took the honours. The teams were evenly 
matched and provided an exciting afternoon's sport 
for the many spectators. 

Admiral Sir William Stavelcy, the First Sea 
Lord, presented the trophy and Senora Merita 
Domccq of Domecq Sherry, the event's sponsors, 
presented commemorative goblets. 

Earlier in the year the annual beginners course 
held at Taunton Vale Polo Club was successful in 
producing some promising young players, some of 
whom have already begun playing for the Navy in 
Inter-Service tournaments. 

Left: The umpire of the Rundle Cup match 
against the Army, Senor Domecq, throws In. 


Cross, and Lieut. Tony Hender¬ 
son (HMS Heron) who showed 
the supreme quality of the 
Navy's top umpires. 

This was an unsatisfactory 
climax to a season in which the 
Navy had won four of their 
previous six matches. 

In the Inter-Services matches 
the batting let them down and 
totals of 112 and 133 from 55 
overs compared unfavourably 
with eleven previous totals of 
more than 190 runs, often 
against stronger opposition. 

RESULTS: RN v RAF: RN 
122 (55 overs) (A. Izzard 30, C. 
Hobson 20, A. Spider 4—34, J. 
Kncale 3—20). RAF 116—5 
(47.3 overs) (G. Richards 39, 
G. Lumb 35, A. Chester 
2—39). 

RN v Army: RN 133—8 (55 
overs) (D. Wells 33, R. Evans 
20, C. Hobson 19, M. Fleming 
4—31. N. Willis 2—17). Army 
131—2 (35 overs) (J. Barratt 41, 
J. Willat 36, M. Fleming 31). 


Win for 


Warm up success 


RESULTS in warm-up matches for the Inter-Services looked 
good for the Navy, writes Jim Danks. Four of the six fixtures 
were won, and the games against Devon and the Club Cricket 
Conference side produced some particularly fine performances. 

RESULTS: RN v Civil Service: Civil Service 202. RN 191—7 
(Barsby 72. Moore 31, Hobson 30, Norwood 28. Collier 3—33); 
Civil Service won by 11 runs. 

RN v Quidnuncs: Quidnuncs 167—9 dec., (Chester 4—55). 
RN; 168—7 (Hobson 59, Barsby 52). RN won by 3 wickets. 
Quidnuncs v RN: Quidnuncs 190—9 dec. (Chester 
22—11—11—7). RN; 191—7 (Hobson 71. Barsby 49); RN won 
by 3 wickets. 

RN v Free Foresters: Free Foresters 142 (Brooks 4—37) and 
193—7 dec. (Collier 3—31). RN; 140—9 dec. and 196—5 (Izzard 
60, Barsby 37, Norwood 34). RN won by 5 wickets. 

RN v Devon: RN 193—9. Devon 119 (Chester 5—28). RN 
won by 74 runs. 

RN v Cricket Club Conference: CCC 253—9. RN 250—8 
(Hobson 75, Hollington 51). CCC won by 3 runs. 


Home 

victory 

IN GLORIOUS sunshine at the 
United Services Sports Club, 
Portsmouth, Portsmouth Com¬ 
mand won the Inter-Command 
Tennis Championships in con¬ 
vincing style. 

After a 6—0 victory over 
Naval Home Command, Ports¬ 
mouth took on the Royal 
Marines in an exciting climax to 
the competition. Brothers 
Lieut. Tim Reynolds and Sub- 
Lieut. Bob Reynolds were able 
to beat the Marines' top pair, 
while Lieut. Nick Alves and SA 
Simon Davies emphasised the 
Portsmouth superiority in their 
doubles match. 


More young players 


Daedalus 

HMS Daedalus won the 1987 
Navy Cricket Cup in their own 
right, having shared the 1986 
title with HMS Heron when rain 
washed out the final after two 

The Daedalus team fought a 
very close semi-final against 
HMS Sultan to take them 
through to the final against 
RNEC Manadon. Manadon 
won the toss and put Daedalus 
into bat. PO Barsby opened the 
innings with a fine 79 and fellow 
Navy player POWTR Norwood 
added 35 to the Daedalus score. 

At the end of their 35 overs, 
Daedalus were 171—8, with 
Downridgc of RNEC Manadon 
taking 4—11. 

Manadon made a very 
spirited reply but despite some 
fine batting performances, 
never quite got on terms with 
the necessary run rate. 

RESULT: Daedalus 171—8 
(Barsby 79, Norwood 33, 
Downridgc 4 — 11). RNEC 
Manadon 164-8 (Pursey 41, 
Crossley 23, Rideout 3—29). 
Daedalus won by 7 runs. 



ENTRIES for the Navy Tennis Championships were higher this year, with a good proportion of 
these being young new players writes Roger Scutt. The competition was held at Burnaby Road, 
with all but a few of the matches being played on grass, thanks to the dedication of the 
groundsmen. 

Lieut.-Cdr. Lez Maddock was gained much experience at 

the tournament referee, having Wimbledon where he umpired 


TENNIS 


Tennis trophy winners, in the front row, Mne. Brian Allan, SA 
Simon Davies, Lieut. Tim Reynolds, and WROI Helen Jones. In 
the back row, Cdr. Phil Pool, Cdr. Alan Spruce, CPO John Purdy, 
Lieut. Nick Williams, Sub-Lieut. Rob Reynolds, Third Officer 
Carol Elliott and PO Rod Skidmore. 


the mixed doubles final on the 

Sub-Lieut. Rob Reynolds 
emerged as the new men's 
singles champion, and also was 
a runner-up in the men's 
doubles. He has since been 
picked to play for the Combined 

Third Officer Carol Elliot had 
an amazing debut with a hat 
trick of wins in the ladies 
singles, doubles and mixed 
doubles. 

CPO John Purdy had double 
success with a win in the vet¬ 
erans singles and another in the 
veterans' doubles with partner 
Cdr. Alan Spruce. The men's 
doubles were taken by Cdr. Phil 
Poole and Lieut. Nick Williams 
in a very entertaining match. 

Mne. Brian Allan was pre¬ 
sented with the Stoker Memor¬ 
ial Prize for the most improved 
young player, justifying his 
selection by winning the junior 
singles and the doubles with 
partner SA Simon Davies. 






HELPING HANDS 







plus proceeds 
’ ball aboard 


Colour combination 
from marathon men 


ANDREW Goddard and Joanne Allsop 
accept a £1,000 cheque, and a colour 
television and a colour computer from CPO 
Paul Dunn of B46 Naval Air Squadron. 

The money was raised for the Yeovil 
Physically Handicapped Able-Bodied group 
by a team of 16 who took part in the 


Gosport and Fareham marathon, and were 
the first Service team to cross the line. 

Also pictured, from left to right, are Lieut. 
Nick Chatwin, LAEM Glyn Bradder, Mr 
Roger Goddard (Chairman of Yeovil PHAB), 
Mrs Elizabeth Goddard, Miss Carol Mallet, 
LAEM Lez Daniels and CPO Derek Green. 


Rough rides 
for Trafalgar 
Orphans 

A VARIETY of fund-raising activities, from appeal dinners to sponsored event 
organised by Wrens and ratings of HMS Cochrane, raised £3,300 for the Trafalga 
Orphans Appeal. 

To help raise cash. Blistered hands and aching stakes into the banks of th< 

WOCK Bob Rough, com- muscles was the price paid for a waterfowl and flamingo lake ti 

pletcd a 300-mile cycle ride week at Jersey Zoo by a team *'-•*—“ -- 

from John O'Groits to Air Engineering Artificers 
Rosyth Naval Base, his . hv r lr .... 

effort raising nearly £1,000 , tf vianqua’is’’ and CPO f 

of the total. Bob was Nicholson, went there to as 
accompanied en route by ,he Wildlife Preservation Ti 
POs Fred Oatway and Phil with a project. This entai 


Whale of a time! 

VICE-Admlral Sir John Webster, Flag Officer Plymouth, 
oined In the fun at the Tamar and Two Counties Whaler 
Race, coxswaining his 1926 gig which was crewed by 
volunteers from his staff. 

Ten, eight-man crews rowed the Whalers a distance of 
15 miles, from Cotehete Quay to Phoenix Wharf on the 
Barbican, in aid of the Churchtown Farm Field Studies 
Centre, near Fowey. £2,000 was raised for the Centre 
which is an outward bound school for the disabled. 


ttry into the Torbay 
:dal Car rally. The) 
turth out of 23 . 
ocking up 108 lap 


BOYS' OWN DELIGHT 


STEPHEN Swansborough and Nicholas 
Stevens beaming with delight after their 
tour of HMS Ark Royal. The 11-year old 
boys, both paralysed and confined to 
wheelchairs, spent a morning on board the 
ship with their nurses. 

The visit Included tours of the hangar, the 
flight deck and the sick bay, and the boys 


had a marvellous time before leaving the 
ship with packages of goodies. 


Pictured with Nicholas (left) and Stephen 
(right), are their nurses, Stephen's father, 
Nicholas’s sister and MA Mather, MA Arter 
and Surgeon Lieut.-Cdr. James Campbell 
from HMS Ark Royal. 
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GULF SHIPS IN TOP GEAR 



ROYAL NAVY 
CALENDAR 


More Phalanxes handed over 


Active cowboys (above left): Moments of light relief, with safari 
hats bought in Kenya, for upper deck gun crews of HMS Active 
in the searing Gulf heat ... so hot you could fry eggs on the 
flight deck (above). In this “snack" shot are, from left, 
POAEM(M) Jan Whitcombe, AEM(WL) Nick Turner and 
CPOAEA(R) Charlie Walker, while CK Kelton Phinnemore does 
the unorthodox egg frying. 

Pictures: LA(PtKX) Uoyd Wokts 


★ TWELVE FULL COLOUR PAGES 
DEPICTING DIFFERENT SPECIALISATIONS 
OF THE ROYAL NAVY ★ 

Why not send us your Christmas list and we will mail them 
for you! 

PRICE £3 

(including UK postage or SURFACE mail abroad) 

SUPPLIES ANTICIPATED MID-SEPTEMBER 
From the Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, POI 3HH. 

Cheques and postal orders, to accompany orders, are to 
be made payable to Navy News. For orders from outside 
UK payment is to be made by International Money Order. 
Supplies are limited so order early to avoid disappointment. 


some time. But their job was to 
sweep mines, and he was look¬ 
ing forward to doing it for real 
rather than practice. 

"It will be hazardous — all 
live mine counter measures are 
hazardous. But we are trained 
to operate under those condi¬ 
tions and our ships are designed 
to be as safe as they can be. Our 
brief is to keep ourselves as safe 

Recalls from leave had 
brought back men from the 
ships' companies, and back-up 
staff, from all parts of the 
country — and some from 
abroad. At least one planned 
marriage was brought forward 
to take place before the ship 

Supplies were being loaded 
right up to departure. There 
was poor weather on August 17 
as the Bicester and Hurworth 
left, watched by a crowd of 
families and other well-wishers. 
By the time the Abdicl, Brecon 
and Brocklesby left in the after¬ 
noon. the weather was even 
worse — steady, drenching rain. 

Tests 

After leaving Rosyth the 
ships were conducting tests of 
equipment in the Firth of Forth 
area and farther south before 
heading for Gibraltar on their 
five-week. 6,000-mile passage. 

They arc expected to operate 
with the Navy's long-standing 
Armilla patrol in the Straits of 
Hormuz and southern parts of 
the Gulf. 

RFA Regent is also heading 
for the Gulf in support of the 
group. On arrival, the Abdicl 
will return to the UK, and RFA 
Diligence, a forward repair ship 
with naval party embarked, is to 
rendezvous with the group, at 
which time the Regent will also 
return. 

The MCM vessels will be 
under Armilla patrol command, 
current vessels of the patrol 
being HM ships Edinburgh. 
Brazen and Andromeda, with 
RFA Brambleleaf in support. 

Departing Armilla ships are 
HM ships Broadsword. Active 
and Cardiff, with RFA 
Orangeleaf. 
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Above left: The new type S-10 respirator, with a number of 
improvements, is issued to members of the MCM task group 
by CMEM Terry Sayers, of Phoenix NBCD School. Above: A 
20mm cannon is lowered for fitting to HMS B-ocklesby, with 
HMS Brecon In the background. Left: A farewell kiss in the rain 
(and cheeky grin at the camera) — MEM John Miller (Brecon), 
wife Lynn and sort. Barry. 

Pictures: PO(Phot) Danny du Fau 


DURING a six-week period this 
summer seven Phalanx close-in 
weapon systems were handed over 
for fitting to Royal Navy ships. 

More than 500 Phalanx have now 
rolled off the production line at General 
Dynamics, Pomona, near Los Angeles, 
where the 500 figure was marked with 


flags, bands and speeches. One of the 
Royal Navy's systems was 501st off the 
line. 

Deliveries of the Phalanx to the Royal 
Navy, which has ordered 30 of the 
systems, are now well in hand. 

It is already fitted to HM Ships Ark 
Royal, Illustrious, Exeter and Brming- 
ham, and by the end of next year all 


Type 42 destroyers except one are due 
to receive them. 

The Phalanx system, with its fully 
automatic radar, computer and gun, is 
designed for use if other weapon sys¬ 
tems have allowed an attacking missile 
past their defence. It can fire at a rate of 
3,000 rounds a minute during the mis¬ 
sile's last few seconds of flight. 
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